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stirring of the slaves ts one of the forces of its be- In the textile industry each improvement in either < 1 
coining, it -is, nevertheless, in the last analysis, a spinning or weaving had to be followed by an ittt- 
majority incidence, and is usually either obsolete in provement in the other and complementary branch, 
time, or ineffectual in practice. The gradual im- Chemistry came to the aid of the manufacturer, had 
provements in working class conditions is due, in 
general, to improvements in technical production.
Only secondary are they the fruits of labor strug
gles. And they materialise as sequels of economic 
pressure. Only fortuitously are they measures of 
relief. And the proof-of their essential subjectivity
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THE STRAIGHT ISSUE.
(Continued from page 1)

condition ! Practically in all cases, the latter. If 
so, then, we come to the fact that social movement is 
primarily dependent on social necessity, and that 
until the emergent condition kindles the sense of per
ception we cry “woe to Jerusalem,” in vain. "And 
it negates the idea that, however it may have been 
in the slow moving societies of old, developing cus
tom can play but a relatively insignificant role in the 
quickened sweep and change of an age and civilisa
tion, dancing to their doom in the driven frenzy of

mP -
waste products were found.to be valuable as the raw 
materials for new industries. The use of high speed 
steel made possible thè automatic lathe with its re
volutionising of output. The production of machin
ery by machinery, the machinofacture of modem 
capitalism brought wealth untold to the employing 
class, and changed the character of the struggle be
tween the workers an^ their_employers.

(To be continued)
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is to be found in the gathering oppressions and in
tensification of exploiting efficiency. The daily 
struggle is only the haggling of the market—a mar
ket at all times against us, because we are slaves 
and know it not. And to carry the commodity 
struggle into the political arena does not alter its 
complexion one whit. For there, too, for the same 
reason—our ignorance of our slavery—the dice is 
loaded against us. We are drawn into politics by 
the gravity of the capitalist market ; and for the 
simple reason that capitalist maturity involves our 
whole life in the exclusive realm of economics. Yet

m
? imperialist finance.

Furthermore, it implies the improbability of re
volution by “tfoe constitution.” Indeed, “constitu- 

t tional means” is being itself abolished, as Russia, 
Italy. Ireland, Hungary, etc., have shown. Not to 
speak of the great freedom to the South. Naturally. 
For constitutional means is only capitalist opportuni
ty, saerqd only so long as capitalism can avail itself 
of its abstractions. And as society, by the nature of 
its capitalist organization, and its misinterpretation 
cf the status quo, accepts the sanctities of its ruling 
class, it can, unconsciously, achieve no reform dan
gerously detrimental to the power of the ruling class. 
As vision rarely anticipates demand, its demand can 
l-e but the specific of time condition. And the ruling 
class can accede to elmost every such specific reform 

:xcept the basis of its political democracy, terri- 
md still retain its power. When

TOWARD MODERNIZATION
(Continued from page 5)

theory of the historical process and refresh their 
memories with a review of it. The quotations will 
fill in another issue, if I am so privileged.

No proper critical understanding of Marx’s 
theory of history, in which class struggles play so 
prominent a part, is possible, unless first an under
standing is had of the intellectual influence, the 
winds of doctrine, that swept through the Europe 
of his time and played upon him during his form
ative years and the years of his creative work. 
Though I shall attempt a brief sketch of these in
fluences I have little faith in my capacity to be in
forming on the matter, but I may turn thought in 
that direction. To those who care to follow up on 
the subject I recommend the three essays on Pre
conceptions and the two essays on Marxian theory 
in Veblen’s “The Place of Science in Modern CiviH- , 
ration.
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we cannot champion the commodity struggle, or 
its clamorous appeal For our only relief is not the 
enhanced price of labor, but the abolition of capital ; 
and our only hope of success the unity of revolu
tionary comprehension.

Thus the issue is straight and clear between the 
owning class who have all the wealth and luxury and 
liesure, and benefice of production ; and the working 
class who have all the toil, all its class degradation ; 
all its unending anxieties of doubt and fear; and 
over and above, its poverty and the soul destroying 
pinching of its penury. Out of that inevitable class 
conflict and the inevitable restrictions of capitalist 
maturity will come the knowledge of our slavery ; 
the apprehension of its cause, that must be known 
before the cure can be applied.

The abolition of capitalist society : the establish
ment of socialism : that is the clear drawn issue.
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to rial electorates,- 
we come to that final demand, we come to revolution.

6s, For beyond that we cannot go, without the over
throw of the powers that be. But it will be the de
velopment of the system that will bring us thefe, 
and keep us there, tempered and steeled with com
mon purpose. Neither refortn, nor custom. It will 
be the capitalist abnegation of its vaunted principles, 
and the intolerable conditions of our life which will 
at one stroke, stiffen us with the power to will and 
the will to power. And by the same reasoning, the 
revolution cannot come about us a sectional tour-de- 
foree of the barri cales. Numbers do not avail here.

and also M. "Beer’s ‘‘Life and Teaching wf 
Karl Marx,” the- latter published by the Nation* 
T-abor Press, Johnsons Court, E. C., London, Bor
land. and the former by Huebsch, New York.

Here Is a tempting place to make an end for this 
Issue. I am an amateurish, undisciplined scribe. I am 
in camp, furthermore, under such difficulties as you 
will imagine. Starting out with this reply I pro
posed to make it in two installments. The quota
tions will take up my space for one Clarion, but 
now I have reasoned myself into thinking I can’t get 
along without a review of Marx’s theory of history. 
What to dot Do it! Well, next issue the theory of 
history. I wilt in anticipation of what Mac will do 
to me for this reply which is not a reply.

>
And whoever is striving for the immediate appear- 

the tempting reform, the luring promise, theanee,
inviting conciliation, has no common aim with us. 
For unless it can be shown that the abolition of

Machinery and chemistry have discounted them : 
rendered the “old traditions” void. And the de
velopment of the proletariat has made it an ab
surdity. The powers of the state are irrevocably in 
the hands of the class that rules; and they will be 
used by that class for the protection of its privilege, 
tc the limit of social tolerance. The proletariat can 
capture the state only when it understands ffie sig
nificance of the state. Not before. Nq, not though Mr7 .
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capital will not give us economic freedom, will not 
abolish poverty,—is not in a word—slavery, then we 
are confident that, strive as it may, reform as it may, 
before labor can co-operate with unity of purpose it 
must first acquire unity of thought. That is our 
great necessity, and come it as it will it is the neces- 

antecedent of revolution. All else is illusion.
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