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70U THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. Kuündkd itti.ti Th
boxes when the weather gets cold, to keep up Urn 
internal heat and save them from losing flesh, ,i< 
flesh lost at this time must be made up befoic 
any gain in weight can be made. When the jyg- 
mais are placed in the stalls or sheds for winter 
feeding, assuming that they are to be fed 10 a 
finish for sale in the early spring, the feeding al 
first should be moderately light and should 
sist largely of roughage or bulky food such 
hay, straw and chaff, with a few roots or a light 
ration of silage for succulence to avoid the con
stipation which is apt to occur when a sudden 
change is made from green to dry feed. If any 
grain is fed in the first weeks it should be of a 
light nature, such as a mixture of bran and 
ground oats or barley, to be gradually increased 
in weight and strength until full feeding is en
tered upon. The results of tests at the experi
mental stations has shown and the experience of
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Feeding Beef Cattle.
Whether There is any 

feeding beef cattle in stables during winter for 
the export or the home market is a question that 
can only be solved by actual experience, since its 
solution depends largely upon the price at which 
they are bought and the price at which they arc 
sold. Much also depends upon the quality of the 
cattle, upon the judgment exercised in the selec
tion, and upon the skill of the feeder in adopting 
and dispensing a combination of foods that shall 
prove at once economical and effective m preserv
ing health and steadily increasing the weight of 
the animals, bringing them up to the necessary 
standard of condition to command the best price 
current for their class when it is decided to sell. 
We arc presuming that the cattle have to be 
bought, because we know that comparatively few 
farmers in this country raise as many as they 
require if they go into the business of feeding as 
a specialty to any considerable extent. But if one 
has the cattle without buying, the question of 
profit or loss in feeding can only be determined, 
as in the other case, on the basis of the market 
value of the animals at the time of commencing 
to feed and at the time of disposal. While, as is

considerable profit in
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Strand, Loodon, W. C., England. successful individual feeders confirms the theory 
that light grain rations are more economical and 
profitable than heavy, especially in the first 
months of the feeding period. In the finishing 
stage the grain ration may well be made 1 idler, 
but at all times there is economy and saiety. as 
well as science, in feeding a mixture if g> ains, 
rather than a single variety, and at all times it 
is well if the price of bran and oats is such as to 
justify their use that they should form a part of 
the ration, and at all times the grain ration 
should be fed mixed with cut hay or straw, silage 
or pulped roots, or, better, with a i ombinat.ioit- 
of these, in order that in the processes of mas
tication and digestion the elements of the !ood 
may be assimilated to the best advantage. It is 
perhaps needless to add that regularity in the 
times of feeding, watering, grooming and clean
ing out of stables is an important factor m the 
steady gain in weight of the animals. Comfort 
and quietness will go far in the attainment of 
this end. It is a mistake to allow the cattle to 
be disturbed more than is really necessary be
tween the times of feeding, and care should le 
observed from the first to see that they are free 
from lice or skin disease of any kind, and to this 
end. ns well as to render grooming more effective, 
the hair should be clipped short the whole length 
of the back and about the root of the tail, and 
to secure cleanliness the switch should also be 
shortened and reduced in bulk. But the first thing 
to be done is to secure the cattle, and the main 
object in writing this article is to remind those 
who have not already made their selections, that 
November is the last month in which this can be

I
JOHN WELD, Manager.
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that many successful farmers have continued for
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be found mainly in the favorable disposal of the 
fodder, grain and loots raised on the farm, 
through the medium of the cattle inste id of on
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explicit order many years to buy and feed beef cattle for the 

arrearages niar)<Gt would appear to be reasonably good evi-
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When made otherwise we cannot be responsible.

|. ALWAYS GIVE THE NAME of the Poet Office to which your paper 
la sent. Your name cannot be found on our books unless this 
Is done.

really is no demand, while for beef in these times 
there is a fairly reliable market at paying prices.

Bp '• paper promptly and 
tne fact at onoe.

i
more fed to cattle than sold as hay and grain, it 
is surely wisdom and economy to feed it on the 
farm rather than haul it to the market. liven if

I

1
the maintenance of the fertility of the farm and

done to good advantage in the average of 
In any case
buying if one is not fairly well satisfied with the 
quality of cattle in sight : better take 1 ime and 
he sure you are right in this respect than to buy 
cattle of inferior type or quality, for they are 
almost sure to prove unsatisfactory and unprofit
able. We have given no opinion as to the price 
a feeder will he justified in paying for cattle at 
this time, in view of the probable market prices 
in the coming spring, preferring to leave that 
question to those of our readers who 
actively Engaged in the work and whom 
vite t.o give their views on the subject in brief 
letters in our next issue. The present scarcity of 

the good cattle offering keeps the price nigner than 
is usual at this time of the year, but the pros
pect is that this scarcity will continue for a year 

two, and that prices will continue high. If 
open market he must pay thc 

a good market price for thc class of cattle he wants, and 
it is unwise to buy an inferior class simply be
cause the price is lower, 
other transactions, 
though the price may be high.

years
it is not well to he too hasty in

The profit in feeding will depend very much on 
how thc cattle are selected and bought ; indeed, 
it may he said that a steer well selected is half 
fed. Only sucli as show evidence of thc influence 
of the blood of one of the pure-bred beef breeds 
are likely to prove profitable feeders. They must 
he low-set, wide-chested, smoothly turned, and
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(Questions and Answers Department.
“ Farmer s Advocate,” at considerable 

outlay and trouble, furnishes replies in eacli issue 
to a great variety and number of enquiries moslt y 
of a very practical nature. Some of these frequent
ly involve days of cflreful research on the part of 
our editorial or contributing staff of specialists. 
Our aim is to afford real help in real dUlic'illies, 
and that the department is appreciate! is evi
dent from the increasing calls for information 
and the thankful letters received from 1 hose who

The: have a soft, plastic hide and fine hair, in order to 
make the best return for the feed they consume. 
The

P: are more 
we in-ill-bred, long-legged, narrow-chested, high- 

honed sort should he left severely alone, no mat
ter how big or how low the price asked, as 
chances are that they will prove unprofitable feed
ers. and one or two of such in a bunch of good 
ones will handicap the sale of the lot. 
if y of size, type and quality counts for 
deal in thc selling of a bunch of cattle, and this
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■EE Occasionally some reader isbenefit* thereby, 
probably disappointed by not receiving a reply. 
Thc reason will lo found in non-compliance with

In this as m many 
the best is the cheapest.

should be considered in the selection and buying. 
If one cannot get the number of the kind lie wains 
in his own neighborhood or within 
distance, it may be well to communicate with a

a convenientrule No. :i. at the head of that department, 
which requires that all enquiries ” must he ac
companied by the full name and post-office ad
dress of the Minier, as a guarantee of good faith, 
but not necessarily for publication.'' This con
dition of securing" an answer stands out plainly 
in every issue so that he who runs may read and 
understand. It is a very simple condition, to 
which no well-intentioned person can obicct. If 
for some particular reason the enquirer does not 
desire his or her name published, such a reqinSt 
will be respected by us. We therefore trust that 
hereafter all concerned will strictly heed the rule 
in question, as well as the others which 
at the head of the ” Q and A.” department

A Valuable Library.dealer and arrange to select from a bunch when 
they are gotten together, 
watching their opportunity 
getting satisfactory lots 
times when there is a

To the fail i t or “ Farmer's Advocate ” " 
Sir,—TheSome feeders, by 

have succeeded in 
at the stockyards at 

rgo run of cattle in or 
brisk, and s une l . ve 

selection to a ''diable

Advocate dated October 15th 
came duly to hand, but I have not yet received 
the one due October 1st

SEE
Would you kindly send 

it to me. as 1 value it so highly that 1 do not 
wish to miss one single number 
on file lor a number of years without a single 
break in their numbers, shows how we appreciate 
your paper.
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port trade in the spring should not be less 
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Having theip

.1, instructions ’hat only 
shall he included. The

Although we take four other news
papers, and are very fond of reading the hvtei't 
news, yet when thc papers arrive, the “ Advo- 
’ate is the first one examined, 
lieve there is
America, nor one more devoted to tie farmers' 
interests.

g
vv r I a 11 t ex-

1 do not be
any better farmer's pa] er in

' ban
etui had better be 1,100 lbs. to 1.200. 
and a half years old.a ppeav at say t

On good old
full bite, cattle will do veil 
through most of \o vein be; i i 
or of a soil and waterv nature 
to feed them some hay or corn fodder

In the ” Advocates ' which vv > 
on file we consider we have a vast amount of 
useful

.a ve
t jiasl lire, where they can

without other
crass is short

knowledge :
good farmer's library in themselves 
the paper for October 1st you will confer a very 
great favor.

in fact, they make a very 
By sending

.1. It. Alexander, (if Brant County , writes us :
'■ 1 say 1 take a number of papers of dif- 

iUs. but 1 would give up any of themfoj'PIl t
before the ' Farmer's Advocate.'ft
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