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The Spirit of the Age.

BY ALLAN MCDIARMID.
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It has been said by one of the poets that “n‘u‘m_n‘('\'("f
is but always fo be blessed.”  And, although it is'nt a
comfortable way to be, it's quite likely that for us it is
necessary.,

Nature’s Diary.
A. B. KLUGH, M.A.
Trips to Two Islands.
Not long ago I made a couple of trips wt
considerable interest, because the are
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Take, for instance, the child from its earliest infancy.

Keep the
If we know anything at all about them, we know that

1ich were of

as visited presented Teach tt
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they are restless. If they are not, as happens in ﬁl()m( conditions ‘which one does not come across in every 3 show-ring.
exceptional cases, it is looked on as a bad sign and an locality. The first visit was to Little Curtain Island, !
indication that the chances for that child of living and 4 4 . ;

growing up are not very good. :
with the rest of the animal world.  When not alseep it
is almost continually on the move. The more vitality,
the more restlessness and consequent activity. Later in
life, when the purpose of existence has been accom-
plished, this restlessness passes away and the peace of
old age and decay takes its place. ““The peace of the
grave'' is an expression we often hear, (‘sp(‘cmllv}' from
those who have misused life and are tired of it. Whether
peace is found in that direction, or not, we are not in a
position to say, but it's a sure thing that anyone who
gets out of this world before his time is missing a good
many opportunities.

It is bett
It is the same way

the three-ye:

one of the islands towards the middle of Richmond
Bay, P.E.I. consists almost entirely of
sand, with a couple of clumps of spruces and a fairly 8
extensive marsh in the centre. The shores, as is prac-
tically always the case with sandy islands, slope so
extremely gradually that the area of the
three times as large at low tide as it is
and at low tide one can walk across
Curtain Island to Curtain Island.
Just above high-tide mark is a slightly elevated
ridge, which runs along the island between the sea and
the marsh. This ridge was mostly clothed with a
growth of Sweet-scented Grass, (Hierochloe borealss),
from which a delightful perfume was wafted by the
breeze. Among this grass were thick rolls of dried
Eel-grass, a marine plant with long, narrow, grass-like
leaves which is extremely abundant in shallow water
in Richmond Bay, and among this dried vegetation
were myriads of Running Spiders of the genus Pardosa,
These long-legged spiders spin no webs, but run about
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In the case of the child as well as in the case of the
full-grown individual; with life throughout the whole
animal kingdom and, possibly, with life in the vegetable
kingdom also, Nature has instilled this something into
our being to keep us going and growing. As with Her
other gifts, we sometimes let them carry us to extremes,
but a cure has been provided as well, which is generally
brought to our attention in due time. For instance,
it's safe to say that the spirit of progress and achieve-
ment is carried

: ] : : : : et 'hile the
to an extreme in the case of some seeking their prey, and practically every female carried b t“tll]w colt
individuals. We all know people that have sacrificed ap egg-case of toughly-woven silk attached to her tha
their health and even their morals in the chasé after

spinnerets. The eggs are thus carried about until the
spiderlings hatch.

The most interesting habitat on
to be the bare patches of coarse sand among the Sweet-
scented Grass. In this sand were numerous circular !
holes about a quarter of an inch in diameter, many of i
which seemed to be plugged by somet hing which disap- §
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money. The inclination at the present time seems to be
to get a lot of it. And there is a trace of the tendency
among us farmers, as well as the rest of the world.
Especially since we have come within sight of enough
of ““the root of all evil” to make the chase interesting.
But- the fact that we
lead us to extremes and

the island proved

let the good gifts of Nature

into consequent trouble is no peared as one approached. Careful (liugmg rt\'(ja’led b | fﬁﬂ}i;‘(’)‘s ‘\‘\rl:(\
arugment against their real value. So I am free to admit  the larve of a Tiger Beetle as the maker and mh”l”m}?t . its dam for ¢
that I believe that the spirit of this age, which * of these holes, and it was the broad, flattened ]i"’_“‘i 0[" . i dition to: feed
is evidently the “spirit of restlessness,” is one of the larve which had plugged the holes. These larve h'(ne b oo
most hopeful signs of the times, and as we are endowed (i\f{‘(‘fT'("‘\’ sharp and “”““'(l"‘_"‘"’l""i mandibles, _‘].nd g to both the c
with it to a greater degree than any generation of the lie in wait at lh(f mouth of their burrows rc:i,(l‘\" to seize J; inthe SURTMe
past, possibly, so are our achievements along worthy —any insect which comes within reach. The adult i can rustle for
lines likely to surpass theirs, Tiger Beetles, are long-legged, very active PF(“llélF(i;)US j in the field.

We have no right to find fault with the working- beetles, and were abundant on the bare sand-patches. 1
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warm, sunny days these Beetles are so
springing into the air some distance ahead of one, and
flying so swiftly, that they are more frequently taken
for flies than beetles,

There were also three other burrows of somewhat
different types in the sand, and in some of these lived
a species of Wolf Spider, in another were colonies of
ants, while the third, which ran obliquely, instead of }
straight, rlown\«'ards, was the nest-burrow of the Black :
Sphex. This latter wasp was running about over the
sand, and going into every burrow of a Wolf Spider that
she came across. When she found one of these spiders |
“at home" she promptly stung it so as to paralyze it, i
and then carried it off to her next burrow, where she {
would lay an egg upon it, and seal up the burrow so
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My second trip was to Fish [sland, one of the lands
nditions by which he

which forms the outer barrier of Richmond Bay. This
island, with the exc eption of a very small area of red
soil near the centre of the inner side, consists entirely
of sand-dunes, while in the interior are numerous ponds

is surrounded
getting his rightful share

If starting
that individua

No mistake, there are a lot of very restless people
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