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nation. The lively Celt and the stolid Anglo-Saxon, the
plodding Teuton as well as the easy-going Slav and the
ardent Italian, all have had their share in the making of the
national character of the United States. The physiognomic
distinctions of the Yankee clearly show his mixed origin.
There are dark-skinned and fair-skinned people, and every
possible variety of build and feature. But there is one trait
they all possess alike, and that is strength—strength in all its
ramifications, expressive of decision, unwavering perseverance,
fixed purpose and bluntness. This feature, in greater or lesser
degree, stamps every citizen of the New World. No matter
to what country they originally belonged, gradually they be-
come moulded and express one common type. They receive
the stamp of nationality by forfeiting certain of their national
characteristics, and acquiring other peculiar qualities, indis-
pensable to life under the new conditions. Some lose their
light-hearted, sanguine tendencies, others get rid of their
morbid temperament. The easy-going nature of the one
borrows of the sterner properties of the other. In that life of
rush and toil, tenderness and refinement have to give way
before shrewdness and cunning.

The typical American, known as “ Uncle Sam,” is repre-
sented as a man of strong mind, of intense perseverance—a man
of bold enterprise who fights for the mere pleasure of fighting ;
a man who can hold his own whether it be in the vast prairies
of the West or in the money-market of Wall Street—a man
who makes his way wherever he goes and whatever pursuit he
follows, always ready to enter the arena, and always taking
delight in the contest. 'The present-day American is remark-
able for his soldierly qualities, the qualities peculiar to nature
in action. The most prominent virtue of the people is its
strength and its perseverance.

Strength characterises the individual as well as the nation.
And this surely is the most precious heritage bequeathed to
these brave children of every nation under the sun, here united
in one common bond of citizenship with one common end




