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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 
TIMER

WhonlLord Elgin was Governor-Generâl 
.utd the Reformers were in Power— 
Efeets of British Free Trade—Great 
Loss to Canada—Meeting of Parlia­
ment in 1853 in Montreal—Lord 
Elgin delivers his Speech in both 
English and French—Fury of the | 
Tones—The Lower Canada Rebell-1 
ionJLosses Bill Introduced-Received 
the Royal Assent the 25th April, 
1848—Henry John Boulton the 
first Reform Maleonteht—Mr. Bald­
win opposed to Secularization of 
the Clergy Reserves.

There is no doubt but what Lord 
Elgin was required to bring into re­
quisition during his administration 
of Canadian affairs in “the fifties’’ 
and the three years previous to that 
decade, statesmanship that was bril­
liant and admirable. But guided by 
the est political axioms of the 
agt- and the will to enforce them, he 
could not but succeed. Here was 
an oligarchy that had withstood the 
attacks of able and liberal men for 
years; tnat had come out of one re­
bellion successfully and that was 
back'd by a strong faction of reek- 
let and irresponsible men There 
was contention and hatred between 
two provinces composed of people of 
different bloods and different reli­
gions, the one province having the 
lesser number of people, but believing 
it had the natural right to rule the 
other It was the mission of this 
heroic governor to reconcile those 
differences if human skill was capable 
of ch an effort. The conditions of 
trade and commerce and navigation 
were bad and contrary to the in­
terests of the colony that he ruled 
over. They had to be adjusted and 
made to conform to enlightened and 
effective legislation. There was rife 
a general feeling of discontent when 
former loyalists and defeated faction- 
ists began to discuss independence 
first, and annexation afterwards to the 
United States. It was a time, too, 
of party disintegration and political 
confusion. The once great Reform 
patty of Upper Canada split in two 
as did also the same party among the 
French in Lower Canada. The legis­
lation of the Imperial parliament, 
too, was inimical to Colonal inter­
ests, and disappointed Tories and ad­
vanced radicals were casting longing 
eyes towards the United States 
When Lord Elgin came to Canada the 
condition of affairs was very depress­
ed and grass was growing in many of 
our streets. The mercantile classes 
were in a state of thorough disgust 
and became lukewarm in their alle­
giance.

• 8 *

The leading commodities of Cana­
dian commerce were wheat, flour 
and timber. The British Free Trade 
Act of 1846, which dealt the Irish 
farmers .so severe a blow, was equal­
ly effective in its severity against 
the farmers of Canada, and the capi­
talists who had built mills and gone 
into flour making. By the Canada 
Corn Act of 1843, not only the wheat 
of Canada, hut also its flour, were 
admitted into England at a small 
duty. A large amount of money 
had been invested here for the pur­
pose of building mills for the grind­
ing of corn brought to Canada from 
the United States for transportation 
to the Biitish and foreign markets, 
principally by members of the Tory 
pai.y. But almost before these ar­
rangements were completed and the 
newly built mills were ■set to work, 
the Act of 1846 swept away the ad­
vantage conferred on Canada, thus 
bringing upon the province a fright­
ful amount of loss to individuals and 
a great derangement of colonial fin­
ances The Bill of 1816 enabled the 
Americans to send their own corn 
meal to England by their own

routes, free of duty. Lord Elgin 
was jjjiitç sensible of the loss caus­
er! by this legislation and pressed its 
hardships on the Colonial Office in 
London. He pointed out how Lord 
Stanley's bill Had attracted all the 
produce of the West to the St. Law­
rence. Peel’s bill, on the other hand, 
drove the whole product to New 
York and the American channels, des­
troying the revenue Canada had ex­
pected to gain from th< exportation 
of cereals. Mill-owners, ship-owners 
and merchants were ruined. Not a 
shilling. Lord Elgin wrote, could be 
raised on the credit of the pro­
vince, and public dues had to be paid 
by the issue of debentures. The Im­
perial Navigation Laws bad cramped 
the commerce of Canada by restrict­
ing it to British vessels.

Baldwin and Lord Elgin believed 
that the dawn of a new prosperity 
would follow the repeal of the Navi­
gation Laws and the establishment of 
a treaty of reciprocity with the 
United States, giving them the navi­
gation of the St. Lawrence on the ad­
mission to their markets of Canadian 
produce free of American duties, and 
its accomplishment was persistently 
looked forward to until finally accom- 
klished by his Lordship in the year 
1854
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one Courtney Now, the mob that 
did this mischief were neither Irish 
nor French, but a large body of 
Irish Catholics was drawn up c'ose 
by with the view of protecting an 
adjacent convent. The windows of 
the office of Ilincks’ newspaper, The 
Pilot, were broken, the houses of La­
fontaine, Dr. Wolfred Nelson, Hincks, 
Holmes, and Charles Wilson, were 
wrecked. The boarding houses of Mr. 
Baldwin and Mr. Cameron were visit­
ed and hostile demonstrations made 
in front of them. The next unrea­
sonable thing the perpetrators of vio­
lence did was to get up a petition to 
the Queen to recall the Governor and 
to disallow the bill.

The House of Assembly, by a vote 
of thirty-; ix to sixteen, voted an ad­
dress to the Governor, expressing 
their abhorrei ce at the outrages 
which had been heaped on the Queen's 
representative, and approving of his 
just and impartial administration 
of the government with his late as 
well as his present advisers. When he 
proceeded to receive this address at 
the Government House (going from 
his residence at Monkiands) be was 
escorted by a troop of volunteer dra­
goons and accompanied by several of 
his suite. Showers of stones greeted 
his progress. The rioters awaited his 
return to renew the assault, but he 
returned by a different route. Find­
ing this out, the rioters persued him 
in carriages and catching up, they 
assailed his vehicle with great vio­
lence. Among the injured were Sir 
Frederick Bruce, the Governor’s bro­
ther. Every panel of the carriage 
was found to be broken. It was not 
safe after that for members of Par­
liament to be found in the streets 
and several were held up and beaten 
For weeks Lord Elgin confined him­
self to his country seat and dpi not 
venture out to expose himself.

• * • «
The insults to Lord Elgin and his 

administration were not confined to 
Montreal At Toronto they took the 
form of effigy burning. Two months 
later the fires of fanaticism were re­
kindled in Montreal in consequence of 
the a:rest of persons implicated in 
the burning of the parliament build­
ings. Qne man was committed for 
trial, but next day was bailed out by 
one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court. On the night of the 18th of 
August a violent crowd attacked the 
house of Hon. Mr. Lafontaine, when 
one of the assailants was shot! The 
blood of an Anglo-Saxon was spilled 
by a Frenchman, and violent attacks 
were made on the ministers by the 
Tory press. The deceased had a large 
funeral, attended by men wearing red 
scarves and ribands. Incendiaries 

I were numerous in several parts of 
the city. A coroner’s inquest was J held on the young man, when Mr. 
Lafontaine was acquitted of all blame. 
Two of the Tory papers that had at­

tacked him had the decency to apolo- 
'gizc for their unjust assaults. On 
the 3rd of September Lord Elgin

Parliament met on the 18th Janu­
ary, 1848 The Governor-General 
took advantage of the abolition of 
the law that restrained the use of 
the French language, and delivered 
his speech to both branches of the 
legislature in French as well as in 
English, and the compliment was ful­
ly appreciated by the French. This, 
of course, the Tories found a cause 
for reproach, believing as they did, 
that no concessions should be made 
to their fellow colonists, a course 
that was stupid as well as intoler­
ant. But their fury knew no bounds 
when the bill for indemnifying the 
French Canadians who had suffered 
losses on account of the rebellion in 
1837 was introduced. It was right 
and proper to indemnify Upper Cana­
dians, but all wrong to indemnify 
Lower Canadians. Wm. H. Blake, in 
his place in parliament taunted them 
by telling them that they were the 
cause of the rebellion, with their ty­
rannical. oppressive and unjust treat­
ment; and Sir Allan Napier MacNab 
wanted to fight him for telling them 
so well known a truth 

The second reading of the indem­
nity bill took ‘place*-on the 13th of 
Feb , 1849. The measure, wrote
Lord Elgin to Earl Grey, might not 
be free from objection, but his ad­
visers (the government) had no other 
course open to them but that which 
they had followed. But for all that 
the government was described by 
Henry Sherwood and his followers 
as the “rebel camp,” and the opposi­
tion as the “loyal” party. Petitions 
against the measure were gotten 
up all over the province and were 
sent to Lord Elgin. But the Gover­
nor knew that if MacNab and Sher­
wood and Cayley had come into 
power they themselves would have 
to pass such a bill and would have 
been glad to do it if it would only 
secure them in their offices "If.” 
wrote Lord Elgin, “I had dissolv­
ed Parliament I might have produced 
a rebellion, but most assuredly I 
should not have produced a change 
of ministry.” Lord Elgin trusted 
to time to tone do an the violence of 
the opposition. The Government of 
the day was introducing and carry­
ing through much valuable and ne­
cessary legislation. The hill was i 
passed by a vote of forty-seven to 
eighteen for the whole house, and out |W10'C '° 'he Colonial Secretary,
of thirty-wie members for Upper * -at ' Urev: I he existence of a per-
Canada, seventeen voted for it, while ri1*'' understanding between the more 
of the English speakine members for 
Lower Canada, ten in number, six

riled for it. It soon received the 
royal assent, along with a number 
of other measures At that time and 
before, it was the wont of the Brit­
ish population to rule the <ity

outrageous and the more respectable 
factions of the Tory party in the 
town is rendered ev«>n more manifest

compauied only by an aide-de-camp 
and a servant. On his approach to 
Brockville Ogle R. Gowan raised a 
black flag, but there was no dis­
turbance, and the Governor was well 
received. At Toronto he received a 
most enthusiastic reception from the 
leading citizens, who crowded to the 
wharf to welcome him There was an 
attempted riot by a few crazy 
Orangemen led by one John Wilson, 
who kept a drinking place and a can­
dy shop on Church street, a little 
north of where the public library is 
now I came down to Toronto from 
Hamilton the day fdllowing and would 
not have known there had been any 
disturbance, only that I met a print­
er that I knew by the name of Ben 
Patterson, who took me into Wil­
son’s place; and I should judge from 
what I saw and heard there that 
that was the head-quarters of the 
disorderlvs and the insulters of the 
Governor I missed from that 
gathering one Burton Campbell, a 
printer, who was half, if not wholly, 
crazy, over political matters. He 
was an Orangeman, of course, and 
was capable of putting sentences to­
gether He had gotten out a print­
ed proclamation which was largely 
circulated and posted up, summoning 
the cohorts of disorder to assemble 
at the wharf and mob and maltreat 
the Governor. Only a few persons 
responded to this rebellious call. They 
pelted the carriage with bad eggs, 
but did little damage, and the. of­
fenders were arrested by the police 
when caught at their dirty work. 
Many of those assembled in Wilson's 
place next day, were those who bail­
ed out the offenders. The incendiary 
document calling the rioters together 
was headed, “ To your Tents, O 
Isra?l!” Poor Burton Campbell !
I k’iew him well afterwards. He was 
a peculiar looking genius, his re- 
tu*t kahle facial feature being a short, 
overhanging upper lip, which made a 
peculiar impediment in his speech. 
He became connected with several 
Conservative newspapers in different 
parts of Upper Canada afterwards, 
and ended his days in the Hotel Dieu 
of Ottawa, or some other Catholic 
charitable institution in that city.

* * *

Those were the days of the dis­
loyalty of the loyalists. There were 
annexationist manifestos issued by 
the Tories of Montreal. There were 
annexationist meetings held in dif­
ferent localities. The Tory press 
was violent. A Hamilton gentleman 
that I knew well, named Hugh B. 
Wilson, came down to Toronto and 
started an annexationist weekly pap­
er named “The Independent.” It was 
a poor little thing, but had an edi­
torial staff of three to do its work, 

j There was Mr. Wilson himself. He 
was a genia'., good-natured gentle­
man. a high-toned citizen and lawyer. 
He was a very distinguished looking 
nan—tall, long visaged, dark whis­
kered and' swarthy, with kindly haz­
el eyes. and 1 think, had something 
of a lisp in his voice. In Hamil­
ton he occupied the same offices w ith 
John Sheridan Hogan, on Hughson 
street a little north of Main. His 
family was one of the leading V. 
E.L. families of Upper Canada, and 
in the old da vs before the union of 1

ated; but when he came here for 
permanent residence his home was 
Elmsley Villa, afterwards known as 
Government House, at the south-west 
corner of King and Simcoe streets. 
Here his youngest daughter, Lady 
Thurlow, was born, and Lord Bruce, 
his son, afterwards Governor-General
of India, was a baby.

• * *

In June, 1849, an act was passed 
by the Imperial Parliament that 
Lord Elgin and Mr. Baluwin appreci­
ated very much, It lowered the 
freight on wheat and timber and in. 
creased Canadian profits very much, 
reviving somewhat the province’s 
prosperity'. To restore credits, in­
crease trade, develope industries, in­
crease immigration, and induce con­
tentment, was now the business 
that the government had set be­
fore it. But the most essential re­
quisite to be accomplished was % 
treaty of reciprocity with the Uniteu 
States.

The year 1850, when Toronto was 
made the seat of Government, evinc­
ed a coming disruption of parties. 
The Glohe newspaper was then a tri­
weekly ind was made the administra­
tive organ. The Examiner, under 
the editorial control of Mr. Charles 
Lindsay, was a reform newspaper, 
but displaying republican tendencies; 
The North American was started to 
advocate advanced reform ideas by 
William Macdougall; The Mirror, a 
Catholic Liberal paper, published by 
Clias. Donlevy, wras also showing a 
tendency the same way, but was kept 
in control by Matthew Ryan, an at­
tache of Mr. Hincks’ office; and 
again there was “Mackenzie’s Mes­
sage From the tendency if prevail­
ing thought a disruption seemed 
inevitable The Conservative or 
Tory papers were The Colonist, a 
daily; The Patriot, by Ogle R. Gow­
an, which had been removed here 
from Brockville, a daily; The United 
Empire, edited by John Sheridan 
Hogan, a weekly. The ablest of the 
Conservative papers, however, was 
the Hamilton Spectator, which had 
been made a daily, and was edited by 
Robert Smiley, a printer.

The member of parliament for To­
ronto was a Conservative. He was 
Henry Sherwood, whose lather had 
been a chief justice for Upper Can­
ada. He aimed at leadership, but 
was narrow and peevish, and of course 
was high in the councils of the Fam­
ily Compact. There was another Bol­
ton here besides “Bill of the Grange” 
—Bolton of the Castle—who was an 
advanced reformer, whose full name 
was Henry John Bolton, and who re­
presented Norfolk county in the Le­
gislature. He frequently attacked 
the ministry, but more especially Mr. 
Hincks, who was his particular aver­
sion. He was one of the earliest of 
the “Clear Grits.” I understood, 
however, that his reputation as a 
public man was “shady.”

I remember old Captai l Eamehui 
Irving coming up to The Mirror office 
and saying: “If Baldwin wanted to 
be a reform leader he should stand 
by reform principles.” This very 
s*me year the defection o'. The Globe 
took place, and the anti-Catholic 
campaign may be said to have begun. 
At the next ensuing election Mr. 
Baldwin was beaten in North York 
by a man named Hartman. Great as 
he was, sincere as he was, affectivq 
as he was, Baldwin began to lag 
behind the party that he had suc­
cessfully led and had to pay the pen­
alty. The Reform party had passed 
into a Radical party, and Mr Bald­
win from a Reformer to a Liberal- 
Conservative. His heart was broken, 
like Daniel O’Connell’s in 1847. The 
session was brought to a close on 
the 20th of August. Lord Elgin was 
able to congratulate the House on the 
work that had been accomplished

WILLIAM HALLEY 
(To be Continued.)

Hon. John Costigan
The oldest member of Parliament in 

Canada, the Hon. John Costigan, 
will be known in future as Hon. Sen­
ator Costigan. His public career 
has been one in which the element 
of greatness has largely entered. For 
forty years he has sat in the House 
as the people’s representative in Can­
ada, and to the Irish cause he has 
ever been a telling and friendly 
force A statesman of the ideal 
type, he has ever been staunch *o 
the principles of Catholicity, and he 
is admired by all classes and creeds 
for his upright character and many 
sterling virtues.

The original name of the Clear 
Grits was “Calebites.” It was from 
the following circumstances: The ad­
ministration had made the member 
for Hal ton, one John Wetenhall, a 
member of the Cabinet, but he was 
defeated for re-election by one Caleb 
Hopkins, who professed the advanced 
Liberal ideas, and at first all who 
agreed with him and Peter Perry, a 
former reform leader, got that name.

by the readiness with which the for-!"1*' provinces, his father was speaker 
!mer, through their organs, have ,of the Upper Canada Parliament. His
yielded 

0f j preached
est.”

to the latter when they 
moderation in good earn-

Montreat. It has not' ruled Montreal 
since. It broke out in mob violence.
was unrestrained from passion, was j ^*le ministry decided that parlia- 
careless of consequences, and burned jmen* could no longer assemble in 
the parliament houses and everything Montreal, and should meet altw­
in them, the members having to flee
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for their lives. All that was saved 
from destruction was an oil paint­
ing of Queen Victoria. This was on 
the 26th of April, 1849. Lord Elgin, 
as he left the Parliament buildings, 
was hooted at, and groaned at, and 
his carriage was pelted with rotten 
eggs A meeting was called for that 
evening of “all loyal Britishers’ to 
assemble at the Champ de Mars. The

nately every two years in Toronto 
and Quebec. Lord Elgin did not 
agree with them and it was not until 
the following November that he gave 
up the idea of clinging to Montreal, 
and then determined to summon par­
liament for the next two sessions in 
Toronto, to meet in the old houses 
on Front street, which had not seen 
the use for which they had been erect­
ed since the union of the provinces.

fire bells were wrung, inflammatory | ...
speeches were made. Those most i In the meantime that summer and 
prominent in burning the Parliament i fall .Lord Elgin tested the feeling of 
House were one Alfred Perry. I be­
lieve chief of the fire department, and

appealance always put me in mind 
of the picture of Lord Lovell in the 
children’s pictorial story books of 
those days. The two other men em­
ployed on The Independent to ‘make 
copy” was one named Price, of whom 
1 knew nothing: and one Izard, an 
Englishman, who was addicted to 
the bottle, and a hanger-on of news­
paper offices. The publication of the 
paper began in October if I am not 
mistaken, and came to an end in 
April, 1850 There did not appear 
to be many sympathizers with the 
paper in Toronto, and it had only i ^in 
one prominent merchant supporter, 1 
whose name was Brown, I think an 
American.

When Lord Elgin visited here he 
put up at Mis. Ella's private hotel.

the strongholds of Biitish feeling. ai where the Rosin House is now situ-
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When Parliament met in Toronto 
on the 14th of May, 1850, a vigor­
ous debate took place on the ad­
dress, during which the attacks on 
the Government were led by the re­
publicans and sore-heads. Col. Prince, 
a leading loyalist in 1837, strange to 
say. moved the adoption of a peti­
tion in favor of independence. This 
was rejected by a vote of fiftv-seven 
to seventeen. Mr. Baldwin brought 
himself into disfavor with a large por­
tion of his party by opposing legis­
lation on the clergy reserves—one- 
seventh of the public lands of the pro­
vince for the support of a Pro­
testant clergy, while Mr. Drummond, 
an Irish Catholic of Montreal, spoke 
in favor of their secularization.

On Twelfth Night, Lord Elgin had 
a large party at Elmsley House. 
Among those present were Chancellor 
and Mrs. Blake, Judge and Mrs. Sul­
livan, Baldwin. Hincks. etc. Not­
withstanding the split in the Reform 
party, Ministers went triumphantly 
through the session and passed a 
large number of valuable hills includ­
ing a jury bill, a just assessment 

a division court bill, and an 
election law. They dealt w’ith the 
ex tent ion of municipal institutions, 
university reform, post office reform, 
court of chancery, resolutions regard­
ing the clergy reserves, a public 
road act, a railway act, a school 
fund act, bank and medical incorpor­
ation, the promotion of the exchange 
of products between the provinces of 
British North America, and many- 
other measures of great value, such 
as had never before emanated from 
a Canadian legislature.

In 1851 Parliament met in May 
The most notable thing of this 
year’s session was the retirement of 
Mr Baldwin from the ministry. 
William Lyon Mackenzie had been 
elected to parliament for Haldimand 
County against George Brown, and 
introduced a bill to abolish the court 
of chancery, which Mr Baldwin op­
posed. This defeat saddened him 
and he thought there was nothing 
else proper for him to do but resign 
the leadership There was great re­
gret evinced at the act. I remeinbei 
The Mirror, with which I was then 
connected, had a very feeling leading 
article on *he Mhject, written by- 
Samuel B. McCoy, the editor And

Funeral of Bishop Decelles of 
St. Hyacinthe

The funeral obsequies of his Lord- 
ship, Mgr. Maxime Decelles, Bishop 
of St. Hyacinthe, were of a most 
imposing character. The entire city 
turned out to do honor to the de­
parted bishop. Signs of mourning 
were everywhere seen and the Cath­
edral in which the remains were laid 
in state displayed immense scrolls 
bearing appropriare inscriptions such 
as “Beati Mortui qui in Domino 
moriunter” and “Ego sum resurectio 
et via.” The funeral mass of re­
quiem was sung by Mgr. Bruchési, 
Archbishop of Montreal, assisted by 
Mgr. Moulin as deacon and Mgr. 
Damase Robert of Fall River, Mass 
as sub-deacon. The sermon was 
preached by Bishop Brunault, who 
spoke throughout with profound emo­
tion. In presence of the open tomb, 
said the Bishop, which I see ready 
to gather in the mortal remains of 
the most eminent, most esteemed and 
most venerable Mgr. Maxime Decelles 
we have need of faith and hope for 
‘he future. In mourning him I mourn 
more than a friend, more than a be­
nefactor, more than a brother, I 
mourn part of myself. And you, 
faithful parishioners of St. Hya­
cinthe, and of this diocese, you have 
assuredly lost not alone a benefac­
tor, but a devoted friend, a father 
infinitely good, a pastor and a bishop 
who was the glory of the Canadian 
episcopate. Behold, how cruel death 
has been' Beside the citizens of St. 
Hyacinthe representatives of many
religious orders, civic representatives, 
a detachment of the 84th Regiment 
and about 400 bishops and priests 
from the diocese and a distance, took 
part in the last sad rites. The mu­
sic of the mass and during the office 
was sung by a mixed choir of 75 
members, men and boys. The uni­
formed corps. La Garde do Salaberrr 
of St. Hyacinthe, attended during the 
mass. The body of the Bishop was 
laid to rest under the choit of the 
Cathed ral.

Hon. Edward Blake is 111.
* London. July 13 —The Hon. Ed­
ward Blake is confined by illness to 
his residence in London, and is for­
bidden by his doctor to resume at- 

I tendance in the House of Commons 
for the remainder of the session. The 

.Canadian Associated Press under­
stands he is likely to leave for Can­
ada for the benefit of his health be­
fore the end of July.
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