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was seen in His divine righteousness, It is such
as He is that He must be approached. It is not
merely how He deals with responsible man as
such, but His own nature, If we approach Him,
We must approach Him as He is in Himself. This
is evidently the character of approaching Him in
the sanctuary. ‘This connects itself, T have no
doubt, with the gold. All was gold in the sancty.
ary. In the court of the tabernacle the vessels
were of brass, specially the laver and the brazen
altar.  This refers, as the place also shows, to
God's dealing with sin in this world. Not that the
court represented this world ; but it was not the
sanctuary, It referred to God’s dealings with sin.
ners in this world, Men came there as unclean,
whether for sacrifice for thejr sins when in them,
or for cleansing ; that is, to Christ as g sacrifice,
or to have the washing of water by the word,
which, without the sacrifice, they could not have
had. Hence it was priests who washed ; but jt
was washing,

The idea in all these cases was drawing near,
whether as a sinner or a saint : only one, a draw.
ing near about sin ; the other, drawing near to
God as cleansed, the laver being a washing to
consecrate at the first, or cleanse for present ser.
vice. But on the great day of atonement it was
only in the holy places that the blood was sprine.
kled. But this gives it a very full character. A
blessed thought it is for us that we draw nigh to
God in His own nature and character, what He is




