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strpy better construction, improved fire equip­
ment* greater watch fulness and the like which 
will naturally bring rates to a lower level. I n- 
derwnters in the last twelve months have in a 
nunilx'r of cases shown their willingness to meet at 
once improved conditions by lowering rates, and 
there was a furtlicr reduction last year of the rate 
of premium charged per cent of risks taken, to 
1.36, against 1.41 in igor* and t.50 in 1908. They 
have done, and are at present doing, tin), excellent 
work themselves in the improvement of conditions, 
it h> for the public now to do its share in reducing 
the fire waste of the Dominion.

* *
FACTORY FIRE RISKS AT TORONTO.

Mr. J. B. Laidlaw'» Important SuRKfitlom Com­
mittee Appointed to Draw np Regulation» for 
Greater Safety.

Mr. John B. laudlavv, Canadian Manager of the 
Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society, has, as rc- 
jx>rted briefly in our Iasi issue, lately made some 
important suggestions to the Fire & Light Com­
mittee of the Toronto City Council with regard to 
safeguarding Toronto from such a calamity as 
the recent factory fire in New York, by which some 
140 employees lost their lives.

Mr. Laidlaw allowed by plat ok. representing the Now 
York building, says the Toronto Globe, how even though 
it was of tireproof construction, and supposedly as safe 
as most of the modern buildings in Toronto, the interior 
arrangement of the work tables, the tire escapes, the ele­
vators and stairways, had been suvh as to afford little 
safety to the employees.

Outside tire escapes, he claimed, were not sufficient : 
and moreover they often passed windows so that if those 
windows were left open the flames could shoot out, en­
veloping anyone who might try to pass down the escape. 
There should be, he said. Inside staircases, enclosed in 
partitions of lath and plaster, and wired glass, not mere 
thin boards, and they should be so arranged that it 
would be possible for people from upper floors to pass 
down tlie stairs, past a floor on which there might he 
fire. They should bt* so constructed thut they would lie 
fireproof themselves and enclosed In slow-burning parti­
tions, giving the firemen a chance in the early stages of 
a fire to get up to where it might be, ami giving people a 
chance to get out.

Another Record Advance in New Business- Policies 
New and Taken up in 1010 over $153,000,000.

The annual rejiorts of life insurance companies 
I operating in Canada, which have been published in 

our columns during the last few weeks, will have 
led our readers to anticipate that the figures now 
sent out by the Superintendent of Insurance in his 
preliminary report, showing the 0per.1tions ot the 
companies as a whole during 1910, are of .1 satis­
factory character. This is, in fact, the vase, as 
the transcript of the figures published on page 
(145 effectively shows. Following upon the very 
large total of ‘‘|k>1icios new and taken up" in iqcx*# 
this item has again been substantially advanced, 
the 1910 increase over 11*09 Ixung $21,438,330, 
to the new high figure of $153.177.408. How far 
the present wave of expansion and prosperity 
throughout the Dominion is carrying these com­
panies may he seen from the fact that in 1908 
“policies new and taken up" were only $99,S(/),- 
20(1 This amount was the highest in this resjx?ct 
which had then been reached, with the exception 
of one year, 11*05, when the total recorded was 
$105,(*07,330. In K*of> came the interruption to 
business, caused by the New York disclosures, in 
K*o7, financial unrest and panic 111 the United 
States. The following year, 1908, saw the real 
recovery and in the |>erio<l which has since elapsed, 
there has been, as the figures show, a long march 
forward. The following hgurrs epitomize the 
situation in this regard during the last five years:

POUCIKM New am» Takk.s II» IX Can AI» X.
( 000's omitted. )

ÏWÜ Ï9Ô7 ÎMH \m 1UI0~ 
Canadian Companies.. $62,450 $61,«>39 $69,030 $ 79,122 $ 90.77H 
British Companies.... 4,472i 3,502 3,390, 3.930 4,170
American Companies 28,09i( 25,042 27,476] 4h,6h7| 58,229

$95,013l$90,3H3 $99.896 $131,7391$ 153,177

The ratio of increase m policies new and taken 
up oi 1910 over i<*<*9, and, tor the sake <»l com­
parison, I909 over K*oS, 111 the case ot each class 
of companies o|H*ratmg in the Dominion, is .11 Fal­
lows:Cuaxoes Nor Extensive.

The needed changea in building* would not necessarily 
be expensive, said Mr. Laidlaw, and he would not favor 
making a man with an old building construct a brick 
shaft for a fire staircase up to the roof. But some meas­
ures ought to be speedily devised o prevent, if possible, 
such a holocaust in Toronto as had befallen other cities, 
ami Toronto bud no guarantee against such, for many 
of the buildings there would prove Just ns sure death­
traps as any of those where disasters have occurred. It 
was uu urgent necessity to provide for a diminution of 
loss, and the more important preservation of life. The 
individual man would be paid well for bis expense In 
making the Improvements by the reduction I11 his Insur­
ance rate.

Mr. I .a id law earnestly asked the committee to prepare 
n by-law to be passed by the city or by the city in co­
operation with the Provincial Government’s factory In­
spector.

He also pointed out the very serious danger from 
feet<»ons in decoration of buildings, such as the Armories 
on the occasion of the recent Motor Show.

A committee, consisting of members of the Fire 
& l ight Committee, the Fire Chief, the City Archi­
tect, Mr. I..iidl.iw and a representative <>f the 
Provincial Government was appointed to draw up 
regulations for greater safety.
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This is the third year in succession that ( .m.uli.iii 
companies have marked the substantial advance in 
this connection of about 11 jut cent, 
it will lx* s(x*n, not so rapid progress 
the American companies 111 l<*lo as in 
their position, is, of course, chief!) accounted ivr 
by the very large figures oi the Metro}* 
Prudential's industrial business Hie 
companies’ proportion ot the whole <•! the "policies

in 9*09, at about 
I est the relative smallness » I these figures

Relatively,
was made by 
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new and taken up" remains,
(k> p.c
should mislead, it may be pointed out that only 
four British companies were actively engaged in 
life business in Canada during H*lot and one of 
these four was in tlie field only during a part of 
the year
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