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The following article on the firturmlioV *. 

somewliat peculiar. Nevcriliriez it lias 10: 
go<><1 point* in it; and in my st.ggcsiw'i» 
of onr readers have any cntici-tii-. in make 
we will lie pleased in give them *pa«r ju I m- 
paper to ventilate t hem :

uMfnt 11 lîuenvr» nsa* if «l«x-m V«>r n blind 
k*«« ;»laii«> «,| any statvnivni doe» nut hax Î 1 ion,’* we find tlut our minds an filled with 

ideas which make it hard to let this truth jioscshs 
us The Jewish concept ion of a resurrection of 
tin* Unix insists in n ir thoughts; hut Christ 
does not t< nvli a resurrection of the Ixxlv.ssr-sr^ttsfîst

. «...ttîl.t ts. The lime mil e.„„e P!,'P°^' nlul rctum” V> ,ts naturi>j
, .U, ,he New Tvs.uineiii am, II,. Ok, TW ĴE r"X, ** '*

“I am the Resurrection." What jov these 
words !"•.,{ ,.:i! As Christ is our Life, so He is 

Bv union with Him we rise 
out ol the low into that which is higher; out of 
that which is flrshh into that which is more and 

spiritual and heavenly. Day by day we 
are building our spiritual body, which shall lx.- 
released at death. There is

I
li m . I • t iiisf,.rm and glorify lib-; the i rut It <,t the 
•fit i . IVe• in-in must l*e thought through hy the in* 

i dual. i| mu t |*>»vs* him, tike yeast a lump 
.it dong n, lie to re n can transform and uplift.

1. si Stmdax
I
!

Resurrec ion.

!HKNKV T. Ctrt.KsTtKK, Vu. D.
Ut

1 AM the Resurrection and the Life."— ' ?' 1,1 Wl 1 nVl h‘ *vXar‘,w* as on the K.mv kVtl.
John 11:25. 1,1 4 ie1, MIC" * lulle f,as co,ne already. Jtsiis is
It seems natural to man to make as. "ni n'" *v,«»c*. Hut on the gnat sub
sumption that lie cannot prove, ’K*',* ll,e religions thought, it is easy to con- 

Underlying many or our ordinary statements 1» !l!M*.tl,v u‘a('!""X «-f Hie Jew» and the teaching of 
the assumption that every effect has ml «pi ite ."M* 1 he Jewish interpret on of death is

We cannot piove it. but we tiel.exe \\ i* , w,ll[ uur Christian omcvpiion of the exit ,
true. Tile physician is not cun tent to «leal xvilh puysival exisietuv, there is generally n 
the all normal condition of the body; lie seeks ,<HI|usnm of Jexvislf ai <1 Christian ideas «m the 
for the cause. But t ow docs lie know the itliiess M,‘I,JVC| 01 ,ri*m r^t«°i|.
has a cause!1 He .sarnies it has, and lienda all Ut us look at the Jewish conception. The 
of his energy to discover it. Jew|f,b thought contains no idea of a life

One of t ne most reinarkahL* instances of faith Iwyond the giave. Man was dusf, and to dust 
in this assuuipti m is given to us in the discovery , b lou 0 <vtiirt>.
of Neptune. Two men. one in Hr .nee and the . PeiPel,latl011 v* his family name through ins 
other in England, in study.ng tne movements of 1,1,1 lrei1- In what may be called the middle 
tile heavenly bodies, noticed a movement of ilie Pe.riotl °* Jewish thought, this older conception 
planet Uranus for which they could mit account ‘a>l* to s itisfy. Man’s life is not extinguished 
by any known data. That peculiar deflection al oeat,‘: there, is a shadow existence iwyoud: 
must have some cause. Tne attraction of the ll,f ,K>,\ is ,aid aw»y hi the sepulchre; the 
known bodies were not sufficient. Each of these sl',nl cxi*ta >w the region of the dead. They 
men. by careful compulation, figured out tnat ! thought of this existence after death as some 
this peculiar movement of Uranus could lie thing joyless, and doik and depressing. Good 
accunted for only by the existence of a great evil were rewarded and punished in this life, 
planet, bearing such and each rtlitious to ih:s Fr°m the exile to the time of Christ there is a 

Each sent their computations to usl rollout continued pi ogress in thought on t is subject, 
ers having iu *re powerful glasses than tho The region of the dead, where the spirits of nit 11 
possessed and directed tneiti 10 search in such a Wcre keP)- WtiS 1,01 the final home of the human 
locality for the unknown plantt. The result is s,),nt S Mie tin,e afler the present period uf 
well know»—bold astronomers look. d. and there »«,ljugalion, Israel was yet to triumph,
was tlie planet, exactly where it had hem on Those who had not lived to sec it would arise
dicafed. Bat not always can it lie proved that ont nf "their graves, and their spirits wnitd re 
every effect has a cause, yet we are convinced turn to them. This was the idea of resurrection 
that the cause exists. w inch was in the mind of Martha as she replied

Another well-known assumption is the prin- theccM-soling xynrdsof Christ. Her conccp- 
ciple of the conservation of ei.ergy. In hurtling 1,0,1 ot resurrection xvas ail event wiiich would 
a piece of w. od, we do not destroy the mateiinl take place at the last dux of the present or<lvr of 
ofthewoed: we simply change ns form Elec- l,0,lKK- The spirit had gone to the dread and 
tricians tell us that only alsmt 5 per cent id the Jinmal waiting place, there to lemain until the 
electric current speak of it as lust, hut it is not wdu-’riiiR in of the triumph of the Jewish king 
lost; it has been released again into the atmos 00,n* wllvu <*od should restore Israel; then the 
phere. For heat and light and electricity are all ,H*,y wul,ltl ,K ra,M<1 11V a,,<l rejoined by the 
different torms of one thinspirit. 1 know Hcshall rise again in the resur- 

These txvo assumptions are enough to indicate recti«m at the last day, said Martha. “I tux 
that man is a creature of faith. Helielieies that selt. ' Je.sussaid, "am the Resurrection and thi
every effect has an adequate cause, even though
he cannot always prove it; tor it is more n-as ,11- Jvs,,s Vl,‘ ,lut stoP to explain the difference In- 
able to believe it tnan to rejtct it. We accept twevl1 ,1,s thought and hers; that xvas not the
the principle of the conservation «.f emrgv, time no. the place Tlte spirituality of His con
I hough it is not always a matter of proof; \\ e do “Pl,mi "f,.rfsV,rrecltion l,1lusll *** Krasl*d litlle by ' We need to keep in mind two tendencies: The 
it because ilie integrity of our reasoning fncultits “tt le \\ ith Martha and the Jews xvho ln-lievcd (,ne which would give all attention to the exist-
compel us to do it. In the same way wv believe at ao 1,1 t,lv restiriection, it was an exeat at some ettce Ix-vond tile grax’e: the other, xvliich would
in the unity of nature—that order prevails every- future last day. xvhen the spirit xx-ould be released give all attention an I tbougiit to the life that 
where; that all worlds and all objects are under , V1. lts u'a,t,,,X 1‘l ivv, and rejoin t!ie bslv, uoxv is. as though the grave ended all. We 
one great ay stein all hound together by tile in- which wouldcome torth from the grave. This hive fiith in the assumption that the unix’erse is 
visible tie of attraction. We can demons-rate conception^of resurrection was held in a m.ylifi-><\ a unity with law and order everywhere. We
that this is true of some things; we affirm it as a for,n °>* l,lc v-l ,y. church, though it v. is not cannot prove it. yet the assumption underlies all
necessary conviction that the same thing is true rmited in the teaching of Christ, but rather per scientific education A careful survey of the
of all things and all worlds; for it is more reason- s,ste<‘ as a suirvlyal of J udaism. Christ was soon eenturits warrants the statement that it is safe to
able to affirm it than to offer a denial. to return, and the dead 111 Christ would not lx* assume this life does not end all for the iu-

When we closely observe oar fellow-man, wliat «leprived of the joy of meeting tlieii Lord The dividual; for those in xvhom the hope of itnmor-
coiiiiuaiids our deepest interest? His Usly or spirit would return from the region of the dead tality has been strongest have been the torch- 
his spirit ? If in the realm of material things we and the Ixxly would lw raised, so that those xvho lx*arers of the race. Tcmiy*on six*aks of the
find it more reasonalile to Imhl that nothing van lv , ,aî t K tlll,v s expected return death of Arthur Hallam as lighting up the dark
le really destroyed, how much more can we say xx,,uld have no advantage over those xvho had ness of the region beyond And is not this true
the aaine Hung of man's spirit. From any ,)assetl l>e>'0,u‘* of us all ? Is not the great unknown region
estimate, the body is only the house in which Rust kkkctiox Dkkixed. made almost luminous by the going of our loved
the spirit lives; and if the su .stance of this can But Christ gives us a far more spiritual con 0,,«S who give to us the feeling of living 
?!vers>,rea |y deattoyed, ts the position of w,)tioll of resurrevtion, upon which We do well real,,îs al once—both here and there?
cnriatian faith tncrednde when theie isc.ufidence to meditate What does He mean xvhen He our ,1:‘,1<ls arv busy with our daily tasks
in the continual existence of the spirit ? Nay.it says, “I Myself am the Resurrection and the thoughts sometimes wander, and we are in the
j« not incredible, but highly reasonable that the i#jfe?" We comprehend somewliat the meaning othcr rea,m- n,ld <*an almost sec* the one who had 
life of uiau continues in personal existence afler nf « j nm t|lc I#jle •• Christ is the Life and we <>nly >vstt?nl ,y been by our side The mother 
it has been released from the body. In view of His followers, have enduring life only as we needs no argument to convince her of the ini- 
all that we know, it is more rational to believe have the Christ spirit. In conversion xve place ‘«'«tality of her baby, which was entrusted only 
this thau to deny it. 1 olir weak aud cmpty selves by the si«le of Christ, a few sllort >'ears a«o to her care. The wife

to lie filled with the richness and power of His who knew her husband as only those who have 
! life. Inline sorrows together can know each other.

Ifjthe leaching of Chrisf was not support -d by . We are accustomed to dwell upon this thought. ,ooks ,l,,t into the unknown darkness; the dark- 
reason, Hi» doctrine of life beyond the grave I But when we meditate ou "I am the Risarrtc- “*** has become luminous by the presence of her

companion.

I

our R> "iimrtii.ii

a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body. As our physical 
body gr«ixx<. an<l we may help or hinder its 
growth, so with the -«piritti.il life within; we may 
grow dwarfed, or attain to what God intended 
xve should lx*. Wv max live unworthily of our 
relation to God, and even >iuk to the lowest 
depths of degradation and sin. But God loves 
us, ami lia> gi\-vii His Son Jestts Christ, to us 
that xx"e should rise to ut-\\iivs> of life, mid seek 
the things which are alsive.

M y friends, let Christ's conception of resurrec
tion possess you. and Ixcoitie your daily inspira
tion We are rising tlimugh the power of 
Christ s liU working in us, it so xve have placed 
our lives b\ the side of His. Electricians tell us 
if xve place two wires side hv side and

1
His only ini ictalitv was

pass a
current through one. the other will also be elec
trified. Christ is the Life of Gcxl manifested in 
the world, and to show us that physical death 
has no power over life, He appeared time after 
time to His Disciples and friends. This was to 
«infirm their faith in Him, and in the continu 

ana-Jgf i'% u-yond the grave But it 
than this. Spiritually Christ becomes the poxver 
of otir redemption from sin. Personality is «lie 
greatest pow er of w hich we h ive any know ledge. 
Christ, as God. in humanity is the dx 
power of the Christian religion. Truth about 
Clod has |mwer: but (toil made known in terms 
of humanity as a person transcends infinitely the 
|H)xvvr ol abstract truth in the emancipation of 
the soul from tiic bondage of sin. There is 
motive power comparable to i>ersoiia! affection. 
Man cannot have a personal affection for a jxrxver 
or a law. or tor abstract truth The need of thv 
xvorld is to stx-life's ideal embodied in 
Christ lxcmnes in x

une.

was more

namic

a person.
-ery truth the resurrection 

into a higher type of life, just in projxirtion as 
xxv place our lives by the side of His life.

Bkvom> the Grave.

"while

Chmimt and Rkason.


