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NOTE AND COMMENT.

Lord Overtoun, presiding «t the an-
niversary soiree of the Evangelistic Tn-
stitute, Rutherglen, said he was against
the “new theology.” Tt was not a new
theology, in fact it was no theology at
all.

The fotal consumption of spirits in
the United Kingdom during the past
year amounted to 39,302,480 proof gal
lons, as compared with 30,369,766 gal-
lons in the previous year—a decrease »f
67,286 gallons.

1t is from the Trinidad Preshyterian
we borrow the following statement:
“The strength of Presbyterianism eon
sists in each congregation keeping in
touch with the rk and cirenmstances
of all the rest.” That is well put. We
all have an interest in the work in
which all are engaged.

The late Bishop Chinnery-Haldane, a
memoir of whom has just appeared,
was a lineal descendant of the brothers
Haldane, who are usually regarded as
the founders of Congregationalism in
Scotland. His father was the son of
James A. Haldane, of Airthrey, and the
late Mr. Robert Haldane, the father f
the present Secretary of State for War,
was his uncle,

The popularity of the late Mr. Spur
geon's sermons it attested by the fact
that they have now reached the 52nd
vearly volume. The whole set contains
n> fewer than 3,019 sermons, and the
supply of MSS is sufficient to keep the
publication going for some years to
come.

A Methodist Episcopal bishop says
that “theories about the moon do not
hurt the moon; nor do theories about
the Book hurt the Book.” A writer
in the Southwestern Presbyterian says
that this is true, but that theories about
the moon or about the Bible may hurt
the man. To believe that the Bible
is not good, spiritual food does not
Lurt the Bible, but may starve the man.

There is force in the advice given by
James Whitcomb Riley to a brother
writer, who had been unjustly criticis-
ed. He said: “What you should do
with those fellows who attack you is
to take off your coat, roll up your
sleeves, and hit them as hard as you
can with a big chunk of silence.
Sound advice; but the average journalist
finds it somewhat difficult to live up to
it.

Some 5,500 young Roman Catholic
priests and  theological students in
France have had to report for military
service, If the men are compelled to
serve it will be a true blessing in dis-
guise in preparing them for their min-
istry. TIf every minister in every de-
nomination were compelled to spend
iwo or three years in the rough work
of the world, ministers would know
better how to command the attention of
the ordinary man,

Nova Scotia Presbyterians are to have
‘another jubilee over a distingunished
minister of the Gospel—Rev. John Cur-
rie, D.D., Prof. of Hebrew in the Pres-
byterian Theological College, Halifax.
The jubilee will take place in Mait
land, Hauts Co,, where Dr. Currie was
ordained August 12, 1857, On the oc-
casion Rev. J. M. Gregor McKay of
New Glasg retired hed

eand is now 'he' only one livh'lg of the
members of Truro Presbytery present at
the ordination,

The Federal Senate at Washington
has responded to the public sentiment
which demands that the United States
join with any or all of the other powers
signatory to the treaty of Berlin, which
recognizes the Kongo State and admit
ted it to the family of nations, in pro
tecting the inh ants of that country
from the barbarous cruelties of their
civilized rulers,
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The Roman Catholic bishop of Long
Island, N. Y., has forbidden his priests
to receive mone, derived from any kind
of gambling devices at church fairs and
the like. There are others who would
do well to follow this bishop's example.
No church has need of money secured
in wrong ways, nor can any church af
ford to take such money.

A member of Lloyd's, London, states
that he cabled to Junaica about two
months ago, when they had a small
shock, offering tc  insure  buildings
against damage ot all sorts by earth
quakes. Their representative there re
plied that they uever had any serious
shocks and therefore that no one would
insure,’  They know better now,

Russia is having trouble with China
over the boundary of Manchuria, and
the Chinese court has decided to ask
representatives of the powers to form a
commission for the sion of the
disputed points.  China is considering
the construction of a railroad into Thi
bet for the purpose of taking a more
active control of the territory, and will
probably transform it from a Chinese
dependency into a Chinese province,
which will be a protection to Thibet.

The Michigan Preshyterian has the
following to say on the importance and
value of active Christian se-vice: “It is
bardly an exaggeration to say that a
Christian's very life depends upon his
activity in behalf of others. Tt is cer
tainly true that a life that does not
reach out a helping hand to other lives
canuot be a vigorously healthy life.
Bome people wonder why they do not
enjoy religion. They hardly know what
religion is. No man who is worthy of
the name of a man enjoys any good
thing that he keeps all to himself. This
is true even of meaner things; and it
grows proportionately with the higher
character of the  pleasure or posses-
sion,”

An article in the February No. of the
“Protestant Alliance Magazine,” (Eng-
lish), makes the statement that. despite
the invasion of foreign monks and nuns,
and the boasting of the Roman Catho-
lic Hierarchy of their progress in the
United Kingdom, the power of Rome is
really decreasing 'in Britian. To-day
according to their own official figures,
there are 375,000 fewer Roman Catholics
than in the year 1879, and that despite
the fact of the population having in-
creased by seventeen millions, The
number of priests, churches, and con-
vents has undoubtedly grown, but the
lay element has decreased. Roman Ca-
tholic papers have been complaining
of this leakage. This is certainly strik-
ing. The London Christian however,
looking at the question from another
point of view, has this to say: “But
while all this is true, it must not be
forgotien that the subtlety of Rome is
at work in the English Church, and
that, if there has been a diminution in
the number of avowed Romanists, there
has been a great increase in the number
of those unavowed. And whether in
Anglicanism or Romanism, the Bacer-
dotal spirit and practice are equally
{atal.”
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It is not generally known that the
United States Free Church has a Preshy
tery in Ireland. But the Preshytery ot
Ireland, which consists of nine congre
gativns, shows its prompt interest in
the affairs of the Church by having
nominated Professor J. A, Paterson and
Professor Dods for the vacant Princi
palship in the New College Edin
burgh.
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In far off Korea is to be found to-day
the most remarkable Preshyterian con
gregation in the whole world. At Pyeng
Yang, a station occupied by a mission
ary of the American Preshyterian
church, there is a weekly praver meet
ing held with regular attendance of
12000. Throughout Cang wide do
main no such prayer meeting can he
found. Ministers in this country would
be overjoyed if they could have 120-let
alone 1,200—people present at  their
mid-week prayer meetings,

Henry Martyn Field, D.D, died in
New York, Janunary 25th,, the last sur
vivor of four distingnished sons and
citizens. Cyrus W. Field's name is in
separably linked with the first Atlantio
Cable; Stephen J. Field was for a
number of years Justice of the United
Supreme Court; David Dudley Field
was long a leader of the New York bar,
while Henry W. Field was for forty
four years editor of the New York
Evangelist, and a powerful force in re
ligions and ecclesiastical circles, He
was a distinguished author and traveller
The biographies of his brothers were
written by his pen. Tt is seldom that
four brothers win so great celebrity,
Each lived to be otogenarians, With re
gard to the first Atlantic cable, while
it is true that Cyrus W, Field undoubt
edly is entitled to the honor of having
successfully carried out that project,
the fact remains that the first advo
cacy of that scheme, and the demons
tration of its feasibility, belongs to the
late Frederick Newton Gisborne, a
Canadian.

Some months ago The Dominion
Presbyterian drew attention to the es-
capade of the Roman Catholic authori
ties in Malta, when the Archbishop
undertook to prevent the holding of a
mission in a theatre at Valetta by Rev.
John McNeill. The matter was prompt
ly brought to the attention of the
British government, the result being
that, under royal instructions, the Ro
man Catholic Archbishop was informed
that all the inhabitants of Malta must
have full liberty and the free exercise
of their respective modes of religions
worship. This, naturally, did not satis
fy the archbishop who appears to be
one of the militant order of the clergy.
The royal instructions were met by a
letter from his grace to the king, in
which he said that no greater hlow
could be given than to allow the free
exercise of religion by all, and he beg-
ged the King that this freedom should
be reserved to the Roman Catholic
church alone, Tt goes without saying
that the appeal was disregarded, but,
as pertinently pointed out by the Chris
tian Work and Evengelist, “it throfs
a very remarkable and significant light
on the relation of the Roman Catholie
church to religious liberty  Whenever
Rome has the upper hand, there is not
only a guarantee of religious liberty,
but the practical certainty that freedom
will not be allowed. It is only the fact
that Roman Catholicism is in a min
ority in this country which prevents us
seeing that churoh in its true colors,
The lesson, however, should be heeded
by us all.”




