
(Ill 18X7 Joliii ().. a KfaiuUoti of Irail, the tninulcr. graduated trom
the Congregational Collt-Kt- at Montreal).

Nova Scotia attracted niany settlers from New iiiiKland, and.
of course, that meant a larger infusion of CongreKationalism iliaii

would ai)|)ear at the present time. In 174K military and marine
admirers of Lord Halifax gave his name to tiic beautiful city which
guards that land. Five years later a Congregational church was
founded, having for its first |)ast(ir the Rt\ Aaron Cleveland, an
.uicestor of Grover Cleveland, twice President of the L'nited States.

The Fathers siiffcred no such despotism as pressed upon Newfound-
land's Congregational pioneers, lor the fullest religious freedom was
guaranteed !>y ;i st.iiuir ih.tt has j.een styled the "• Magna Charta r>f

Nova Scotia."' I'.y its pi(.\ isi,,ns they were granted " liberty of con-
science; may erect meeting houses lor public worship; ma> elect

minist'.'rs for the carrying out of divine ser\icf and the .idministni-
tion of sacraments, .according lo their sever.tl opinions; and shall

be excused from any t;i\ to b.' levied lor the supp(.rt oi the hlstab-

lished Church."

^^lIe ColU'i-r fiu-m'shed the seioiid pastor, the Re\ . Daniel Hop-
kins, and l.'iter. ,i Presbyteri.in minister, the Rev. Thomas Kusseil.

did f.'iithful service tlure. This \\;is till' pioneer of many Congreg.i-
tii'iial .lun-clus ri iundab:.uf . e.g., those at Windsor. Newport, Am-
herst. Ann.ipr.lis. (Iranville and many more. It h;is to ln' recorded
th.-it a large immber ol these cimrches were weakeiu'd. ;ind some
ruined, by the Revolutionary War.

The \'i!la,ge ot Chesier was the home of a Congregati(UiaI cluir.-li

in 173'). with the Rev. John Secf>ndi as p.astor. ;inotiier New |-".ng-

lander, leavin.i: a ji.astorate oi twenty lour years at Harvard. Mass.
-After some tinu' he served the church at Halifax for fifteen years,

then returned to Labor at Chester until his death, in 179,^ It is di>-

;!ppointing to le.arn tli.it the assistant pastor of Mr. Secomb's declin-

ing years led the congreg.ation straight into another denomination.
At Cornwallis and T%almouth congregations were organized, l>ut

disasters came upon tiu-m through the mischievous inlhience of

Henry .\lline, ;i
" Now Light." hailing from Connecticut. .\ strong

mati ;md a successful evangelist, this man wrought the disruption

of many Congregational churches in \ -a Scotia. His appearance
in :i community was usually followed b_ ;chism. and the scattering of


