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Theseus looked, and saw that the rock had been

placed over another slab of stone, containing a cavity

within it; so that it somswhat resembled a roughly

made chest or coffer, of which the upper mass had
served as the lid. Within the cavity lay a sword,

with a golden liilt, and a pair of sandals.

" That was your father's sword," said -^thra, " and

those were his sandals. When he went to be king of

Athens, he bade me treat you as a child until you

should prove yourself a man by lifting this heavy

stone. That task being accomplished, you are to put

on his sandals, in order to follow in your father's foot-

steps, and to gird on his sword, so that you may fight

giants and dragons, as King ^geus did in his youth."

" I will ' set out for Athens this very day 1 " cried

Theseus.

But his mother persuaded him to stay a day or two

longer, while she got ready some necessary articles for

his journey. When his grandfather, the wise King
Pittheus, heard that Theseus intended to present him-

self at his father's palace, he earnestly advised him to

get on board of a vessel, and go by sea ; because he

might thus arrive within fifteen miles of Athens, with-

out either fatigue or danger.

" The roads are very bad by land," quoth the venera-

ble king ;
" and they are terribly infested with robbers

and monsters. A mere lad, like Theseus, is not fit to

be trusted on such a perilous journey, all by himself.

No, no ; let him go by sea
!

"

But when Theseus heard of robbers and monsters, he

pricked up his ears, and was so much the more eager

to take the road along which they were to be met with.

On the third day, therefore, he bade a respectful fare-

well to his grandfather, thanking him for all his kind-


