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GENESIS XXXII.

^fTiiAT portion of the sin^nilar history of Jacob wiiich

18 contained in tliis cha])ter, ami which rchitosto tho

wrestling of a man with him, is one full of beauty,

instruction, and deep spiritual significance.

It seems somewhat remarkable that most biblical

eommontators should have so overlooked the true

teaching of this n\ost interesting passage, attribut-

ing a sense to it that not only mars the beauty of

the passage, but is altogether at variance with the

true character of Jacob. And this has arisen fr<tm

''*tho singular mistake in taking the c(mverse of the

scriptural expression, instead of the Word of God

as it stands. Hence it is that Jacob is generally

represented as wrestling icith an angel, and i>revad-

ing, and therefore he is held up as an exaniple of

the efficacy of im])ortunate prayer ii\ gaining its

reward. But Scri])ture attirms that a man wrestled

.icith Jacob, and jmwailed 7iot,—the very opposite to

tho view taken by commentators in general. Jacob

wrestling with a man. and a man wrestling with

Jacob, are two totally ditferent tbings ;
in the form-

er case Jacob tries to overcome the man, in the

latter case the man tries to ovcj'come Jacob.*

The whole history of Jacob is wonderful, show-

,
* See Notes on Geiwdx, etc., by C. H. M., an admiraWo (yet

J not infallible) work of deep spiritual research, and moist ueetnl

to eveiy Student of the Word of God. The whole history of

Jacob is noticed in this work, wath .-^-iews on this portion oi it

einular to those above.


