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Our Marine Trade.

Canada la one of the great maritime
countriea of the world. Her mercan-
tile marine la high up In the acale uf
naUons, while her foreign trade la very
large and growing with great rapidity
and with every proapect of constant
Increaae. She la dependent for the de-
fence of thia great outaide trade upon
the Brltiah navy to which ahe haa not
yet contributed a farthing. ThIa work
la done for her by the people of the
United Kingdom, who pay about $2.76
per head per annum for the navy which
defenda all the trade of the empire.
Thf mercantile tonnage of the British
Kmplre, according to our last year
book, ahowa that the tonnage of the
United Kingdom Is 9,001,860, of Can-
^^K^^' °' the Auatralaalan colon-
lea 600.000, In all 10,181,212 fona. The
coat of the Brltiah navy which defends
thIa ahlpping la eatlmated net for this
year at £28,701,900. If we paid our
proportion aa ' calculated on the ton-
najpre our share would be about 90,600,-
000 per annum for naval defence, and
yet we pay nothing.
We have some 70.000 aallora and aea-

farlng men engaged In our mercantile
marine and aa flshermen. and the mo-
thei country Is In great need of more
men to man the fleets that guard our
mercantile Interests. We should, there-
fore, try and do our share by training
and paying the retaining fee for a re-
set ,e of 5.000 sailors at least, as a
trained and efficient reserve to aid the
mother country to defend the common

-.-.«•: In any great emergency.

nprove Army Service.

iier to maintain our defensive
.oi^cb In proper condition there should
be such Inducements as would attract
Kood officers and encourage them to
devote their energies to their profes-
sion. The commanding officers of dis-
tricts, being actuaUy Brigadier-Gener-
als commanding brigades, and In some
cases oven divisions, should have the
rank, title and pay of Brigadier-Gen-
erals; their staff officers should have
their proper titles and allowances; tht
Major-General commanding should
have higher pay than he gets, and the
position should be open to Canadian
officers. A pension fund should be es-
tablished, so that when men got too
old for their work they could be re-
tired on an allowance, and then under

auch It ., ,tem the country would b*
more likely to aecure a claas of mM
who now avoid entering a force whw*
there la no career and no prlsea.
We muKt soon face all theae expcaaaa

and burdens; we muat aoon begin build*
Ing wurahlpa In Sydney or other atm-
porta, and all theae acbemaa I hwve out-
lined will cost large aums. But we
must do thia or elae give up defeno*
altogether, and then where would we
be 7 We cannot expe<:t the overbur*
dened English taxpayer to go on de*
fending ua forever. If we refuae to do
our ahare, or even a portion of our
share, for the common defence, and th«
logical outcome could only be Independ-
ence, and If Independent we could only
preserve that Independence by vory
much heavier outlay. And if we loat
our Independence and became absorb-
t-U In the United States, our proportion
of taxea for the military and naval ex-
penses in proportion to our population
would be mm.000 per annSni, which
is many times aa large a sum as would
amply cover the expenditure that Ihave been outlining.

Import Duty Suggested.

I advocated in England last aummer
before the Council of the Brltiah Em-
pire League that there should be a
duty placed on all foreign Importa in
eiery port of the empire to provide
a common defence fund. Thia would
P> educe a large sum if fixed at. say, B
por cent, or even more, nnd would give
a preferential advantage to every part
of the empire In every other part of
It. Five per cent, advantage over the
foreigner in the English markets would
be worth far more to us than any extra
expenditure we should have to make
for defence. It would encourage Immi-
gration, help to make our country pros-
perous, to keep our people at home and
would stimulate the development of all
our resources. Our Imports from all
foreign countries In 1899 amounted to
l|!122.83S,000. A special duty of 5 per
cent, on that amount would produce
about $6,100,000, which should very
rapidly put our defences in a very much
better position, and would be nothing
in comparison to the trade advantages
we would get, and the common bond of
Interest It would be to hold all parts
of the empire together. It Is a very
prave question whether It would not
pay us to consent to a much higher per-
centage if the rest of the empire would
agree to It. The foreign Importations
of Great Britain for 1899 amounted to
£378,200.000 ; 5 per cent, duty on that
sum would only produce £18.900.000 to-
wards her expenditure of £44.008,000 on
defence In 1808-0.
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