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applied, greater emphasis being placed on specifically dialectic
linguistic features. Even when a doubt remains as to whether a
culture term is to be looked upon as of indigenous or alien origin,
a minimum date, in terms of one or more linguistic features, can
be assigned to its introduction; this possibility is, of course,
of great chronologic importance.

The second helpful linguistic factor that I have in mind is
a corollary of the first. Owing to the very nature of linguistic
evidence, we can not only in specific instances determine the
negative fact that a word is of foreign origin (this is merely
another way of stating that it is not of native origin), but
proceed to the positive conclusion that it has of necessity been
borrowed from a particular language. As soon as we are able to
do this, we have a powerful argument for ascribing the origin
of the culture element in question to one tribe rather than
another and thus gain some idea of the sequence in which the
| t was assimilated by the different tribes of a region.

Borrowing of Culture Words.

MORPHOLOGICAL EVIDENCE.

The evidence that stamps a word as of foreign origin, in-
sofar as it is of a purely linguistic nature, is either morphological
or phonetic. It may, of course, involve both criteria at the same
time. It is a pretty safe rule for most languages that words of
more than a certain length' must be capable of at least partial
analysis into elements (stem and formative elements) character-
istic of the language. If such an analysis is impossible, there is
very good reason to suspect the word to be of foreign provenience,
to have been borrowed from a language in which the standard
radical length is great enough to tolerate the word in question
without analysis or in which it is capable of morphological analy-
sis,. Thus, such thoroughly assimilated English words as
_I.Whn might be termed the standard length of radical elements differs greatly in different
languages. In some it is a syllable (among such languages there are some in which a consonant
plus a vowel is the norm, others in which the normal stem consists of a consonant plus a vowel

plus a consonant), in others two or even three syllables; a norm of three-syllabled radicals is
certainly not common, however.




