
Ih' liiwtT than t'ldfc «liu h j
vbiI in the torrit'iry lii'twi-ri Iiiiliith iitiil thi' I'uoiftr r.>u»t in

the I iiiteil Stilt i>h ' On the .•Dntniry, fakinif cVfTytliiiiir int. i'oti*i4ii'ration. thuuld iiDt thi*

Cantiilan Pacitic Im <'ntitioil tn HOint-whiit hiifkuT ratcit. in v'ww of the ('I'lulitioiis |ir('vailiii){

north of the It tcrnntionai l>ouiiilury : I iniiko thi! Mtafcnii-nt most jM«itivfly that our rate*

ari' uii low ai< '"i* of -ii.y of tlie railways in corri'!«iM>n(|inj{ ttjfritory in the ('nited State*.

I think that iln- Minister ofRmUvayn, Hon, Mr. Uluir, who t-aiiited an exhauiittve com-

parison to be made iijiwurdx of u year ajfo, will !»««r mo out in thin ttatement. It the*o be

the factH, and they I'lui lie easily verified, ix there any reasonable ground for complaint

agninnt the CanatUun rai'itie, and in .here any jiistitii-ation tor legiitlative action, that is cal-

culated to force down to an iinreaitonable and indefeiiHible baMJ^t the oompenHiition that the

Company Hhall receive for its (tervice«, thereby using the ntrong arm of tl • Government to

attack investor*, and to injure, if not destroy, their projierty '

The popular tlemanil for what in known ax u ten cent rato on wheat in Matiitobu liui* at

the present time no more Justification in I'act than would a demand that gold doilarri ithould

paiii« current at seventy cents in that Province. No such rate pre\ails elsewhere under like

conditi'>ns. It is thirty to forty jier cent, lower than the rates from corres()Oiiding points in

the United States to Duluth.

It is the jiolicy of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to reduce the rates Just as

rapiiUy as circumstances will permit. The increase ot tonnage will be a most im[M>riant

factor iti bringing this about, because on the western sections of the sy.-.tem several times as

many freight trains could be run without any increase iti the fixed expenses, the additional

cost being practically represeiited by the wages of the truinmeti, fuel, and repairs. Every-

tliiiig that has been done, and may be done, to iliveit tonnage to other routes is ati obstacle

in the way of the reduition, which I beg to assure you in all sincerity the shipper is no

more anxious to secure than the Company is to make, Just as rapiilly as the cotiditions

warrant.

Xotwithstandihg the Company's desire and determinatioti to pursue this jiolicy, it

Seems imjiossible to satiety the public and a large section of the press of its sincerity, 'Mid,

therefore, the Company has decided to do what it can in ordinary prudetice towi.rd ullayitig

agitation by submitting for the acceptance of your Qovcrniuent the following propositioti

for the control of rates :

The Company will agrcjto build a line from :i (loint near Brainloii on the (jiciit N'ortli-

West Central Railway, northwesterly, f'lrough the Municipalities ot Daly and Woodworth,

for a distance of about 31 miles, during tli current year; also a line tiom Carma:i i-astward.

It) miles, towards (>sb(.rnc.

The Company will lea?e tor 00i< years trom the Goveniiiient the Xortherti Pacific lines

in Manitoba, including ei|uipiiieiit and terminals, jiaying iherct'ir an animal rental of Two

hundred and twenty thousand dollars for the lirst ten years, Two hundred and torty-tive

thousand dollars for the >i'ci>nd ten years, and Three hiindriil thou-and dollars tlici. a r

In consideration of the Province piaring the Comiiany in the same positiini that .' ••

Canadian Northern now oi'cupies with reference to taxation, and an undertaking nu thi'

part of the Provincial Goverimient that lor a period of teti years the Goveriiment will not

grant aid toward the construction of any railways within the Province, south of a line

drawn easterly lietween the western boundary of the Province as it now e.xists, or may

hereafter exist, through IVniscarth. to the eastern boundary of the Province, nor any railway

line between any [loiut in the Province and a port on Lake Superior, the Comiiauy will

make the following specific reductions in its rates :

Sept. 1st, I'.iol, Grain and Flour.
1
J cent- [ler hundred lbs.

I(t02, " " I cent

1003,
'• '

J " "

1904,
•• "

J '

1905, " ••

J '•

1900, •• '• J
'

thus making a reduction within that period of tour cents per hundred poo nds from all

points within the Province.

The rate on salt will be reduced forthwith to fifteen cents per hutidred iiouiuls from

Fort William to Winnipeg, and to all other i)oiuts in proportion, according to existing

tariffs.

The rate on coal, Fiu't VViHiaui to Winnipeg, will be reduced to 1^2,50 ; to Port.igo la

Prairie. $3.00; and to Brandon, $3.35 per ton of 2000 pounds.


