THE SLAVE OF THE FARM [39

We have already seen that the amount of labor necessary
to produce one bushel of wheat has risen since 1909,
due mostly to the pillaging methods of capitalist production, the
steady growth of noxious weeds, adverse climatic conditions, and
other things which we have not space to deal with in so small
& pamphlet. This means in reality that the farmer must slave
harder and harder for less and less, and in order to keep pace
with the world wide agricultural production, which we have seen
has already outdistanced him, must continually procure larger
and larger machinery. In other words, that he must bind him-
self more closely than ever to his master, the capitalist class,
and the advice of the Credit Commissions to refrain from pro-
curing these machines, is, we are afraid, either a cynical joke,
or a random remark thrown out to cover a hopeless situation,
for the commission itself points out that the Saskatchewan
farmers are already bound to the machine companies to the tune
of Forty Million Dollars, outstanding debt, 1913. Six branch
cffices alone report Fifteen Million, One Hundred and Five
Thousand, Seven Hundred and Eighty-six dollars invested in the
soil slaves’ hide.

Thus it is, the poor farm slave finds himself in a cleft stick,
or as you frequently remark, my dear E., “‘between the devil
and the deep sea,” and there are still other factors adding to his
misery.  The decline in the exchange value of gold plays
“ducks and drakes’ with what money he does get for his labor,
for which the sixty-five cents he now gets will only purchase
what forty cents would ten years ago. He must give in the
neighbourhood of forty per cent. more gold (labor) for those
things he is compelled to purchase, than he did in 1904.

The effect of supply and demand must also be kept in mind.
Every farm journal, every experimental station, every would-be-
expert urges this poor slave to increase his output. The whole
trend of modern industry is directed to this end, for last year,




