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Article 54

1. Every ship shall be either:
(a) permanently kept li such a condition that it is free of rodents and the

plague vector; or
(b) periodically deratted.

2. A Deratting Certificate or a Deratting Exemption Certificate shaJi be
issued only by the health authority for a port approved for that purpose under
Article 17. Every such certificate shall be valid for six months, but this periodi
may be extended by one month for a ship proceeding to, such a port if thle
deratting or inspection, as the case may be, would be fadilitated by the
operations due to take place there.

3. Deratting Certificates and Deratting Exemption Certificates shall cot1
form with the model specified in Appendix 1.

4. If a vaJ.id certificate is not produced, the hea:Ith authority for a port
approved under Article 17, after inquiry and inspection, may proceed li the
followmng mariner:

(a) If the port has been designated under paragraph 2 of Article 17, the
heaùlth authority may derat the ship or cause the deratting to be donle
under its direction and control. It shall decide in each case the tecfr
nique which should be employed to secure the extermination O
rodents on the ship. Deratting shall be carried out so as to avoid as f
as possible damage to the ship and to any cargo and shail not tace
longer than is absolutely necessary. Wherever possible deratting shOff
be done when the holds are empty. In the case of a ship in ballast, it
shail be done before loading. When deratting has been satisfactoriY
completed, the health authority shail issue a Deratting Certificate.

(b) At any port approved under Article 17, the health authority may issue
a Deratting Exemption Certificate if it is satisfied that the ship is free
of rodents. Such a certificate shahl be issued only if the inspectioni Of
the ship has been carried out when the holds are empty or when they
contain only ballast or other material, unattractive to rodents, of sVecb
a nature or so disposed as to make a thorough inspection of the hold0
possible. A Deratting Exemption Certificate may be issued for an 011
tanker with full holds.

5. If the conditions under which a deratting is carried out are such that, ir
the opinion of the health authority for the port where the operation W8
performed, a satisfactory result cannot be obtained, the health authority sS1
make a note to that effect on the existing Deratting Certîficate.

Article 55

lI exceptional circuznstances of an epidemiological nature, when the
presence of rodents is suspected on board, an aircraft may be disinfectedan
deratted.

Article 56

Before departure on an international voyage from an area where there i5
an epidemic of pulmonary plague, every suspect shall be placed in isolati<'l'
by the health authority for a period of six days, reckoned fromn the date of tl'6
last exposure to infection.


