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anti saveKING SUNNY ADE & HIS
AFRICAN BEATS 

Synchro System 
(Island/WEA)

Rock-and-roll has always owed a 
lot to Africa. Funk, soul, and the 
blues would be unthinkable without 
their African origins. In the past few 
years, people like Peter Gabriel, 
Brian Eno, and David Byrne (of 
Talking Heads) have exposed a 
considerable interest in African 
rhythms. (Albums like Byrne’s 
Catherine Wheel and the double
album Music & Rhythm compilation 
document the trend well.) With the 
release of Synchro System on a major 
label, we finally get a chance to hear 
something from the other side of the 
fence, and, not surprisingly, it seems 
that Africa has been as much 
influenced by the West as vice versa.

“King” Sunny Adé is familiar to 
Toronto audiences from appear
ances at the Concert Hall and, more 
recently, the Police Picnic. Adé is a 
Nigerian tribal prince, and his band 
of 18-plus musicians play a form of 
modern Nigerian dance music

c(“Juju music”) that draws on
What this all boils down to is that 

Adé is a very wealthy man and his 
music is a wealthy, westernized 
African dance music—entrancing 
and seductive, propelled by dense 
and sultry multi-layered rhythms, 
supplemented by call-and-response 
singing, rhythmically terse electric 
guitars, the occasional slinky and 
ethereal slide guitar and some rather 
discreet keyboard and synthesizer 
effects.

The playing is flawless, produc
tion is slick, and , most of all, it’s real 
danceable stuff. At times, though, it 
seems like something’s missing, as if 
the combination doesn’t quite ignite. 
The resemblance to bands like 
Talking Heads is most obvious on 
“Maajo”, “E Saiye Re,” “Penkele," 
and the title cut, while “Mo Ti Mo” 
has a somewhat Caribbean feel.

Although Synchro System is 
enjoyable, it is a less exciting album 
than its predecessor, Juju Music 
(which isn’t available domestically) 
an^ot nearly as satisfying as seeing 
Ad^nd company in concert. 

___________________ Adrian Iwachiw
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Staff meeting today, Thursday, 
September 8 at 3:00. Bring your 
creativity to Central Square room 
111. We’re just around the corner 
from Dawn’s Typing Service and th 
CYSF office.
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OPEN COLLEGE "II

| Earn A University Credit By Radio Or Cassette §§
Improve your qualifications and career opportunities with credits you 
can earn at home. We provide a tutor, text books and two study week
ends. There are no entrance requirements. If you are willing to do the 

! work you can take the course. These credits can be applied at Atkinson 
| College. York University and Ryerson Polytechnical Institute.
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I|| Courses beginning soon:
I • GERONTOLOGY: An Introduction to Aging 
1 • MANAGEMENT FOR THE EIGHTIES

• THE SOCIOLOGY OF DEVIANCE
• UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE OF ANOTHER 

CULTURE
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For details phone or write 
OPEN COLLEGE
297 Victoria Street, Toronto, Ont. M5B 1W1 
Tel. (416) 595-0485
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Back to School is looking good 
--------- for guys and girls-----------I

Dont Stay Home Without Us

LOOKING FOR A 
mSTORY COURSE? ♦ Superfit Designer Jeans from $9.99

♦ Bug 1 pair of Rugby Pants, get 1 free sweat topAS/HIST 1030.06:
THE PACIFIC WORLD

All Asian societies were affected by 
the two major forces of imperialism 
and nationalism. This course 
focusses on their impact in the 
modern history of selected examples 
(this year, especially China, Japan, 
the Phillipines and Malaysia/Sing
apore). Times: W 11-1; tutorials M 
2-4 or R 2-4 or F 10-12.
For more information on this course please 
contact the Department of History, Room 225 
Vanier College, telephone 667-2238.

or shorts $26.00—$28.00 (Quantity limited)

♦ Come and see our new exciting FALL COLLECTION

♦ Low, low prices on many other items.

♦ Student with ID get 10% off on regular priced

item, (except for store special)
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1 128 CUMBERLAND ST. TEL: 923-8013


