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THE GAZETTE

September 24, 1998

From the DSU to you: your student union

Hello out there to all

Dalhousie students. My name is Ted

Chiasson, and I am the president of

the Dalhousie Student Union
(DSU). I'm sure by now that most
of you have heard people talking
about the DSU, but you may not
know exactly what the DSU is, or
why you should care.

First, I would like to clear up
some misconceptions. The DSU is
not that large building in the mid-
dle of campus. The DSU is not a
social club for political science stu-
dents. The DSU is not some scam
by the university administration to
take another one hundred and
twelve of your hard-earned dollars.
The Dalhousie Student Union is an
organization to which all Dalhousie

students automatically belong
The DSU traces its roots back
to 18606, but it was incorporated by
an act of the Nova Scotia Legisla-
ture in 1966 (The Dalhousie Stu-
dent Union Act). The DSU is gov-
erned by a council, currently con-
sisting of 42 members, and repre-
senting all faculties, the larger resi-
dences, and members from several
minority groups. The various mem-
bers of council are elected from
within their respective constituency
groups according to their own regu-

lations. The day-to-day operation of

the DSU is entrusted to a six-person
executive, five members of which
are elected in general student elec-
tions each spring,
who is appointed by council.

and a treasurer

Office:

UNITED CHURCH STUDENTS AT DAL
have been coming to Fort Massey Church
for over one hundred years.

L. M. Montgomery found a spiricual home
with us while at Dalhousie College.
YOU CAN TOO!

* % %

Our contemporary service is

Sunday at 9:30 am
(served with pancakes & coffee at 92:00 am)

Our traditional service is
Sunday at 11:00 am

(served with full choir and quiet reflection)

* % %

Cur minister, 1he Rev’'d Trent Cleveland-Thompson,

is avaitable to 3l studencs.

Call: 423-4294 or e-mail: fimassey@ns.sympatico.ca
5303 Tobin 5t., Halifax, N.§.
FORT MASSEY UNITED
HALIFAX’'S GOTHIC CHURCH

corner of Queen & South

two minutes from Fenwick Tower -

up the hill frons Queen-St. SOBEYS

BIH 153

The Learning Disabilities Assoc. of N. 8.
invites you to participate in onr 3™ Annual
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Computer Electronic Flea Market on:

Saturday, October 3™
Howe Hall
(6230 Coburg Rd.)
Dalhousie University

Admission is $1.00 per person
For more information contact the Leamning
Disabilities Association at 464-9751
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The DSU at
Dalhousie can be broken down into
three main categories. First, the DSU
1s an advocacy group for students.

roles of the

We have seats on most university
including the Senate,
which is responsible for academic
matters, and the Board of Governors,
which is the ultimate authority at
Dalhousie and controls all financial
matters. By sitting on these commit-
tees, we ensure that the rights of stu-
dents are given due consideration
and that students are kept abreast of
the developments that will impact on
them. The roles of these committees
range from academics, to art galler-
ies, to budget considerations. In ad-
dition to lobbying internally, the

commitlees,

DSU lobbies externally at all levels
of government. Provincially we rep-
resent, at about 15,000 students, the
largest block of students in Nova
Scotia, and fight to ensure that the
unique interests of Dalhousie as a
research and graduate university are
respected. Federally, we lobby the
government as members of the Ca-
nadian Alliance of Student Associa-
tions, a student lobby group repre-
senting approximately 300,000 stu-
dents from coast to coast. Our focus
in this group is on finding real, work-
able, long-term solutions to the many
problems and issues facing today’s
students. These issues include, but
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THE ARMY NAVY STORE

THE REAL ARMY NAVY STORE
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= MATCHES, HARDWARE
B CLOCKS, PAIN

PAPER TOWEL,
TOILET BRUSHES,
PADDLES,

GLASSES,
CLOTHS,

TRAPS, FILING CABINETS,
CHAIRS, WINE GLASSES, BEER
CUTLERY, OIL LAMPS AND OIL
BUNGI  CORDS,
SHELVING, DOLLIES,
SHOVELS, RAKES,

ERS, SEWING
SHAKERS,

454-4330

NAILS, MAGNETS, ...
; TARPS, COMBAT
‘:H]TQT‘» SPEAKER WIRE, FUSES., KEY CHAINS. GLUE,
SQCKET SETS, VISE GRIPS, BUNK BEDS, SNAPS, MARINE
PHONES, HATS AND GLOVES,
MATTRESSES, TAPE g@’w ASURES, KNIVES, KITCHEN GADGETS,
BELTS, ASHTRAYS, DUFFEL BAGS, HOLSTERS,
QARS, OARLOCKS, SHAMPOO, SOAP, WINE SKINS, SAND
PAPER, STAINLESS STEEL. HARDWARE,
IRON FRYING PANS, STAINLESS POTS
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& TAPE, 16MM PROJECTORS, OVERHEAD PRO
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Ia’\Rb, KETTLES, TEA POTS, WIRE MESH,
BRUSHES, CASTERS, WD-40, CAMO
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SEDS, MATTRESSES, POTS, PANS, HATS.

BQOTS, BOCKS, PA
LOTHES, HAMMERS

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

2660 AGRICOLA STREET, HALIFAX
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BENCHES, TABLES, GAR-
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CLOTHING, SURPLUS ITHING,
WIRE, CANDLES, TOWELS, FACE C

are not limited to, federal transfer

payments, the Millennium Schol-
arship, Canada Student Loan Pro-
gram reform, issues of student
mobility between schools and
provinces and youth unemploy-
ment.

The second role of the DSU
On campus i$ to serve as a resource
base for all student societies. We
provide space for meetings, the op-

portunity to apply for grants, staff

who are able to assist in planning
and running events, communica-
tions between societies and the
general university community, and
a helping hand to deal with any
problems as they
we had over 160 ratified societies,

arise. Last year

with interests ranging from the aca-
demic (e.g. Chemistry,
Law), to sports (e.g.
Club. Outdoors Club), to
cultural and religious (e.g. The In-
dian Students Association, The Dal
Christian Fellowship), to the just
plain fun (e.g. The Illuminated
Thought Society, The Keith's So-
ciety). Whatever you're interested
in, odds are we have a society for
it, and if we don’t we can help you
start one.

Lastly, the DSU is a busi-
ness, responsible for running the
Student Union Building (SUB) and
all of the businesses within it as
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well as some operations outside of
the building. We currently run the
Grawood, the T-Room, the Corner
Pocket and we are responsible for
all liquor sales on campus. The
DSU runs the Campus Copy pho-
tocopy and print centre, and will be
opening a magazine store in the
lobby of the SUB on September 28.
We run concert and lecture series
throughout the year and rent unused
space in the SUB to generate addi-
tional revenue, especially during
the summer months. All of these op-
erations are run on as close to a
break-even basis as is possible. The
line between what is a service for
students and what is a business is a
fine one. Last year the DSU had
total gross revenues of approxi-
mately $2.5 million (exact figures
are published in the Gazette after
the audited financial statements are
received) and made approximately
fifty thousand dollars, all of which
gets reinvested in improving facili-
ties and resources for students, as
well as providing a cash cushion for
the years when the DSU’s books
run in the red.

The Dalhousie Student Union
is your organization, and we en-
courage all students to get involved.
I will try to write updates on issues
of interest or importance to students
on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. If
you have any concerns, either with
the DSU or with any matter which
[ may be able to assist, please call
me at 494-1106, e-mail me at
dsupres @dal.ca, or just swing on by
the council offices on the second
floor of the SUB. I hope to hear
from you.

TED CHIASSON
DSU president

The Gazette
needs an
Opinions Editor.

To apply come
to Room 312
SUB at 4:30 pm
on Monday,
September 28.
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