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The Lombardy
Poplars

The University of New Brunswick, mnoted for iis beautiful
green campus, is losing its Lombardy Poplars. The slender trees
in a graceful line behind the gymnasium were ordered cut down
by the Fredericton City Council and they will be replaced by an
asphalt strip for diverting trucks from the centre of town.

This is a noble idea, and the City should be commended for
its interest in the affairs of state, but it is apparent that a mistake
has been made, The error is not only in the decision to destroy
eighteen lovely poplars — trees which have stood by the road that
has been the entrance fo the University for 180 years. The City
has decided to build a road which will be obsolete before it is
finished. And it will cost more than a more desirable alternate.

Trucks will be diverted across the foot of the Unmiversity fo
Beaverbrook Street, and past Regent to the other end of town.
But the cost will be phenomenal. The City should have made a
short road from the Trans-Canada Highway to Montgomery Sireet,
a much shorter length of pavement, and yet still no more of an
inconvenience o trucks or other vehicles desiring a shorter route
through the city.

There would have been a much smaller loss of developed prop-
erty, like the Lombardy Poplars, and the travelling time would be
reduced from about five minutes to three minutes.

If the route through town is built, eventually the traffic load
will be as great as the busy downtown streets are now. Presum-
ably this will be the case in ten years, at the present growth rate.
So the new ‘truck route’ will be useless, and trucks will have to
use the Trans-Canada route anyway.

Not much foresight there, if you ask us.

But it is important to consider the principles behind the prob-
lem of destruction of property such as the Lombardy Poplars. It
is ‘progress’ to build roads, to help speed the wheels of industry.
It is ‘progress’ $o rush, trucks through the town instead of crowd-
ing them through downtown traffic. But it is ignorant to ruin the
products of nature when there is no reason to do so.

So much has been spent on a useless road.

And s> much has been spent by our University in developing
our grounds, Most of that money has gone into Fredericton’s
economy.

So much money has been spent by students in local apart-
ments, on food, movies, taxis, clothing, beverages, on gas and cos-
metics, toiletries, jewelery, magazines and records, to mention a
few things which combine to make UNB one of Fredericion's
largest industries.

Unfortunately it would be difficult for UNB to leave Frederic-
pon. But it would be much mere pleasant if Fredericton would
make a small concession fto the University as an expression of
good ' faith,

Let’s hope we can always come to UNB to sit in the shade
of the Lombardy Poplars.

This 1

s important, too

Patronize our advertisers,

They help pay for our paper, They spent half as much as the
students o keep the Brunswickan in print.

When you go into a store, tell the clerk that you saw their ad
in the Brunswickan. If they don't use our paper, this may start
them on the road. If they do, then they will probably spend even
more on advertising. Advertising is good for the Brunswickan.
Be good to our advertisers.
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Aristocracy in the University F

by R. B. Harley

The greatest threats to the
Canadian academic community
do not lie in challenges to its
academic freedom. They spring
rather, from the democratic
| 2 ¥ egalitarian
philosophy
that has swept
through even
the academic
community it-
self. This phi-
™ losophy has
_Q'.: gained the ac-
ceptance, passive or active, of
the majority of Canadians and
it was only to be expected that
it would find champions among
the academics. What is deplor-
able is that far too few people
are willing to point out its dan-
gers for .the universities, be-
cause o0 do so makes one ap-
pear unkind.

Democratic and egalitarian
principles have encouraged, and
even prompted legislation for,
mass entrance into our univer-
sities. They have seduced us
into believing that equal op-
portunity in education means, in
fact, indulging in a riot of
charity for incompetents. Cap-
able students are swamped by
the mediocrity of the majority,
excellent professors are con-
fronted by daily amphitheatres
of sleeping minds which will
not be aroused, and administra-
tors are given the impossible
task of financing spiralling costs
with far from matching funds.

To believe that the recogni-
tion of the “problem” by busi-
ness and government, and a re-
sultant injection of wvast a-
mounts of social capital, will
solve the “problem” is to evade
its very point. Such would be
a logical result of liberal-demo-
cratic thinking, agreed, but it
will not solve the “problem.”
For the issue revolves on the
question of excellence, and ex-
cellence is a concept alien to
liberal-democratic thought.

Excellence suggests that some
will be better rewarded than
others, that some are not mere-
ly better “trained” but are more
entitled to direct our affairs
than others. The idea of"ex-

cellence is derived from aristo-

Community

cratic traditions and is conse-
quently an aim inimicable to
the egalitarians, educators a-
mong them. The aristocratic
tradition in learning is thinking,
articulate expression, and com-
mitment to do well. A man who
has demonstrated his ability in
these spheres is entitled to lead.
Ordered thinking and articulate
expression are major goals of a
university education; liberal-
democratic beliefs defeat them.
The defeat is the result of
two main forces. The first of
these is the number of students
at our universities. The classes
must be large; this precludes
the dialogue which would en-
courage articulate expression
and limits the instructor’s op-
portunities to test the order of
his students’ thinking, The se-
cond force is that of charity.
Were this extended only to en-
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In past years the Brunswickan
has suffered from a plight that
attacks many campus news-
papers, that is, lack of response
from the student. This can be
the result of two forces, one,
that the newspaper isn’t doing
anything, which in itself is suf-
ficient reason for the student
body to act, and two, the stu-
dent body does not care how it
affairs are being handled. A
student: publication can never
fulfil its duties if it doesn't have
the support of the campus or if
it has no inkling of what the

students are thinking, or what

EDITOR

they want. It is for these rea
sons that the “Letters to th
editor” column plays an i
portant part in the make-up 0
the Brunswickan. By providin
a forum for discussion, th
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Brunswickan, by way of thifla future 1
column, is carrying out one Of We are
the prime reasons for its exisifiitented 1‘)!
afice. mnel wi
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freely express your opinions offt write D
the happenings on Campus, an@s, Missow
your feelings about this news
paper or any other organization




