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0w1n 4yks andmrelodles. Although this con-
cept i not entirely novel, neye have the
resuki been so, appealing.

The most significant aspect of this album is
the Waytrack by track, the band scratch
awmy ithe cliche diden veneef of B.C. as
"Iows iard". Insed,thlistener bs left with a
hoSkow social and ecologicat structure that
beats to the sound of austerity programs. "An
Honest GamnbWe, 'Til the Cpws Çome
HoinW", and »Roomn Without- A -Vw' ail
document the tigltrope walk between
employment and unemployment. 'An
Honest Gamble"7 contains some worxdetfui
proleterian lyrics: O'Connell was à steel
worked/A Nlue collar man he wrad abeled/
Been 21 years on the Yarrows Dock/f
Sringing welding cable/He married a good
Catholic girl/At the age of 21 /By the tirne le
reacbed 2/She hd borne 7 young."

Athougli the protagonist, <YConnelt,
cofmsuptrump6bWrifining Ltofflthere
is an uhdertow to the song which lndkcates
that no matter how bard wodoers labour
their dreams and aspiatons wilways be
out of reacb unim à miracle occurs.

Thethene of fas work forlitt$e rewardlis
aisâ highligted i tecountry twkged, "it
The Cows Corne ine", a songh"tdepcts
,he relatiortship between a tru<k-osvne and
bWs wife. Wble the womnan- b tkat homne

of arrangig, whiclt if given enoughi ex-
posure, would certainly bave commercial
potential.

Not ait the sôngs on this album are topical,
the band offerstbeir special brand of humour
on »Our Station» andi -The CravW.

"Our Station» is written as a tribute to the
Railway Club in Vancouver, and contains
these legendary lines: "Somne dress for
volume, everythings tumed Up loud/lt's a
designer" É lgituiwe to stand out in this
arowd-. The soang ib ntespersed wvith some
tasty guitar lichi from-l ay Knutson, whose
al-arourad musiciansblp is in evidence
throughout the album.

As the sleeve note states, 'The Crawl» is a
drunken swagger tbrough the neighbôujr-
hooti pubs of North Vancouver. This song
wll no doubt at some perlod become part of
traditionai music. 'The Crawl" can stand
beside the classic drinking ballads sucb as

lI'm A Rover Sedom Sobber" without
compromise.

With the exception of a few ininor
quibblestoominorto-mention,"Tnipping Up
The Stairs"is the best folk album to come out
of canadautince Stan Rogers released #North-
west Passag» in 1980. If you're incined to
buy onelotk album a year, make sure it Ib this

onefor OIWare doing for folk musicwhat
1C.. Lang dld to country.
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