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jusi 'cause you flunkedl
GUELPH <CUP)- In amove

that may have repercussions in al
Canadian universitées a student at
the University of Guelph is
appeallng a course failure toi the
civil courts on the g rounds that he
was denied natural justice by the
university.

The student, Greg Murray,
says that the officiai mechanismn of,
the university for decîding student
grading appeals dres not providre
the student with the right to a fair
hearing according to the legai
defînîtion of natu rai justice.

Murray has received both
moral and financiai backing from
the Guelph students council n
iaunching hîs action agaînst the
urnversity, ano accordîng Io tu-
dent counc!i president Tîrn
Hawkins, "the taculty are up in
arms about it.

Murray received a failing
grade in a course lasisemester and

aunched an appeal of the instruc-
tor's decision through the usual
mnechanism. This consists of an
initial informai meeting betvveen
the student. the instructor, and the
department chaîrman. If they are
uinabie to reach an agreement then
the student has the right to appeai
t0 the Student Petîtions Com-
m'ttee, a sub-committee of the
univrsîy Senate.

The Student Petilions Com-
mîttee meets inciosedsession,does
ne:t aîlow the student to make a
d.rect representation on his/her
behaltf dues flot permît the student
to cal or cross-examine the in-
structor whose judgement is
cuestioned or tu be represented by
councii The commitlee give&s no
statement of reasons for its deci-
sion and the decision itseif is final.

Thre oni[y acoess a student has
t0 the committee is to write a ltter
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explaînîng the reasons for the
appeal.

The precedent-making nature
of the case stems from an Act
passed in 1971 by the Ontario
legisature whîch says that any
statute can oniy be done if an
appeal procedure embodying the
principles of 'naturai justice" is
made avaîlabie.,

The Act, the Statutory Pov\ers
Procedures Act, has never been
tested in the courts as far- as its
applicabîlîty to the university
appeai procedures is concerned.
Uni\versities have- aken the posi-
tion that the Act does not cover
such cases.

If the case of the Guelph
student is upheid the university
might flot only have*- to change ils
appeai procedures but ail appeals
rejected sînoe the Act came it
existence in 1971 may be question-
ed,

According 10 Hawkins the
university has îndîcateo that it s
determined to fîght the case in
court, even if appeais 10ov\erturfi
ad\,e rse rulings are necessary.
Hawkins says the president of the
university faculty association bas
alreadycontacted hîm to see if the
case couid bW dropped and a faîrer
appeal mechanism established.

Hawkins says the facuity are
'generaliy up in arms about the

malter" becuase they fee that
giving students the rght to due
process in appeals would jeopar-
dîze the "f exîbi ty" of the.facuity.

The position of Hawkins and
the student council is that this

"f IexibiIly"ý simply means in prac-
tioe that students have no proper
way of -appealing subjectivet
grading decisions of faculty and
that its elimination wouId flot do
harm to student 1Iterests.
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coexistence de deux langues dans un pays

5iIingudIiSm/
LbicuIturdIism'
Canada has twno officiai languages.
WVe live in a bilingual/bicultural country.

Would you like ta speak French fluently? \Nould you like to spend
6 vweeks this summer in Torontoat York Universty's Glendon Campus?

You'lI lîve in a bilingual/bicultural envronment studying Ffench wvhile
others are learnifig English. Your tuition and board vviII be paid through
a Fedlerai Government Bursary Program.

If you're over 16, and have tome knowlIedge of French, don't pass up
this opporsunity. WVrite or cail us today for the whole story on the
Summer Language Bursary Program. July 2 to August 8, 1975 at York
University (416) 667-2504,

Centre for'Continuing Education
York Universi-ty

4700 Keele St., Downsview, Ont. M3J 2R6

Sownefhing fo"cheer"about:
Now the glorlous beer of Copenh agen is brewed right here in Canada.

It cornes to you fresh from the brewery. So it tastes even better than ever.
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