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SOMF MAXCMILLAN NOVELS.

IN the autumnn mionths the Mc
nîillan Comnpany of Canada bas
seunt forth a goodly numbcr of

niovels -and the greatest of thesc is
-The G'entlei-an." Fes r sunce the
tale of "Bob, Son of Battle" w'as told,
the world has known tbat Mr. Aifred
Ollivant is among the elect story-
writcrs. Wherefore, we took Uip -Thie
Gentleman : A Romance of the Sea"
wvith the assurance of brave comnpany.
But the hours passed-and l)assedl
wvbile aIl those gentlemen unafraid
were at cach other'., throats-and then
we came to the very last line-in
italics: -1 wi/1 anszver no questions
about this book.-A. 0.-" Not s;ince
the tinle whcni one revelled iii tbe
sailors of Westward Ho bas there
come into the day's reading sncb a
chronicle as this of i805-for the
reader who follows the fortunes of
The Gentleman is swept away fromn ail
the modern grind of graft and bar-
gains to the year of Trafalgar-to the
summer wbich preceded that grapple
of giants. Napoleon stands on the
clîif s of Northern France, wondering.
wondering why he cannot crush that
"1stubborn little land of Bibles and
evening belîs," and long before tbe
tale is told the secret of the resistance
is revealed. Ah! such writing as this
bas nat corne our way for many a
year-not even in the glorious slay-
ing of Robert Louis Stevenson's
"Treasure Island." 'Phrough ail the
tumult, there is one maimed figure to-
wards whom the fighters strive, one
set face wbovse purpose mcans the
saving of England. Nelson, the
"Saviour of the silver-uoasted isle,"
Nelson, the Sînner, who was almost
a traitor for the sake of a sordid
passion, stands in the way of Na-
poleon and lcads aIl such spirits as
young Kit CarylI unto him. Tbere
are pages in the story which fairly
drip with the slaughter-and yet the
artist wili flot let the dcck become a
luere sbamibles. H-e treats bis story
as Brutis would bave the slayers of
Caesar deai witb tbe great julius-
'Let's carve bim as a dish fit for

the gods,
Notl buw bini as a carcass fit for

bounds."
The wrî-ter's pen is as swift and as
<lelicate as the sword of Fightîng Fitz.
Blood--stains there mnay be, in a plenty,
but there is nu stain of the 'spirit.
After tbe bot-bouse emotions and the
tiresonie nastiness of tbe neurotiu
novelists, this romance of-tbe sea fils
one's weary lungs witb tbe saIt and
saving breath of great deeds and
stirring times.

Members of the Peace Society and
oificers of the Hague Tribunal will
bardly look witb favour on this
chronicle of blood. Tbe deligbtful
feature about the narrator is that he
does not offer the faintest apology
for alI the strife-in fact, the captain
of the little Tremendous, "Old Ding-
dlong," is a Christian indeed, although
he accourts for a host of the enemy
ere the last figlit coules. The final
scene, after Old Ding-dong's great en-
couniter, is written with the author's
finest toucli.

"About himt Was stîllnet.s, hnsIhed
waters, and the moon a silver bubble."lIn the quiet cove, heneath the quiet
stars, after sixty years of storm, his
soul was slipping away into the Great
Quiet."

'The gallant, dare-devil figure of
"The Gentleman," fightîng with white
hitterness and yet with unfailiug
Irish gaietyý against the 'Engiand
which he biates cortsuiningly, is -a
character to 'be remembered, as an
embodiment of the Celtie tragedy. But
through, ail the tumuit surges the Sea

xvhicb Carx Il, Ding-dong and Nelson
love, :î,iil t bich iîolds the F.nglish
genun, bc lie luocI or "first-cias,' figlit
ing nuian.' A\s the autbor's prciîudc
song renunds us:

"Ncew Stin., and inoons, arise;
I>erîsbi 01(1 dynastie,

For ever risc anid (îe tbc centi1ricý
Only renaîis thc Sca,
Our rigbî of wav, tle Sea."

* il *

Another figbiting tale, l)ut of stroîg-
ly contrasting style and asp>ect, i,
Mr. H. G. Weils' "The' \Var in the
.Xir." Thbis bo<ok is bigbly - onc
înigbt Say wcarisoinelv - mnodern,.
wxith aviation, socialismn and otia.r
modes of progression andl retrogres-
sion in full wxorking order. It is tbc
very iatest wxord iii fiction on aernaI
possiînhîtie-, and penils.

Mîis Zona Galc xvrote a mnemorablc
boo(k in *'Tbc L oves of Plelleas and
rEttarre,'' ami tbat v olume of delcl
fancies îs likelv te, be throwxn in lber
face i>x the readers of ber iatest 'un-
turc, "Friendship Village." This
book is arnusing-in patcbes-but
nionotonously moralising as a siretcli
of fiction. Tbe worid is fairiy con-
vinced tbat bclping others is a good
way of achieving bappiness for onu-
self. But to preach Ibis doctrine on
uvcry page, to allow tbat persistenly
cheerful spînster, Miss Calliope
Marsb, t0 display ber garrulous
philantbropies in every cbapter, is
surely tnworthy of the writer of sncb
airy, subtie sktbe s Miss Galc's
carlier wxork. "FI-riendship Village,"
in ils legs a-recaýbie tracts, reminds
one of 11segastly mlottous hutng on1
office walls D-"1o Il Now," '"Bu Kind,*'
and ollier eýxhortaiîtis to îndustry
ami sympathy.

There once was a weekly ptublica-
tion in Tloronto. known as The Wck.
of whieh the editor was Mr. Goldx in
Smith. From onu of the copies of
that journal, found at the Public
Librarv and dated twenty-txvo ycars
ago, wu learni that Mr. Marion ('raw-
ford was regarded as a remarkablv
prolifie novelist in the year 1886. Yet
in the auturmn of 1908, there cornes
briskly along, "The Diva's Ruby," a
new novel by Marion Crawford wbich
comipletes tbe trilogx' concerning tbe
artistic and sentimental adventures of
a uharming prima donna. The, story
is of unusual entcrtainmet and, if
not one of Mr. Crawford's bet, i,
yet in better style than the majoritv
of the "good sellers."

The novels hy Agnes and Egerton
Castle are invariahly of romantiu
cbarm and tbeir latest chronicle of
noving events, "Vxroth," is hîghlv

dramatec. Jndeed. on1e is almost cer-
tain, before the third chapter is reacb-
cd, that the Byronie hero will be on
the stage before another summer, witb
Mr. laimes K. Hackett in the role.
The bero is really a hîgh-minded vil-
lain wbo, of course, reforms and he-
comles a model landlord. The first
scellé of high revels at the old abbey.
wîtb the noble 'Juliana breakîng un-
awares mbt the orgy, is a spirited
piece of writing, while the novel plot
is unfolded with a grace character-
istic of these happy collaborators. Tbe
conclusion is none the less enjoyable
because it is foregone.
SThe Macmillan Company of Can-

ada bas broýught out some worthy
novels this 'year, of which "The
Gentleman" and "The Cîif nnd" are
easily the most distinguished. The
latter is the first production of a
novelist, frorn whom we may hope for
,high thints; the former is sncb a
tour de-force as surprises even those
wbo expected m*uc'h fromnth f1ýauthbor
of "Bob, Son of Battle."

LITERARY NOTES

Satin Lined Case, Sheffield Make, from
$40,or a Set of Table Knives and Vorks;

Case of Pearl Handled Fruit Knives ;
Dessert Knives. We have a large variety
of these goods to select frorn. Cali and
inspcct our stock before buying.

]PRitCES TO SUITl ALL.

Aikenhead Hardware Limited
TEMPERANCE, STREET, TORONTO

4

FREE STAMPS 15eALL IF7E1ENT CNA?4and1 IDA
collectors and 2e. postage. Newv liste I'ree. Wu offer these sets. Great bargains.
No stamps alike in any set. AIl tu good condition. Postage 2c. extra.
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What Shall I Gîve?
, 'he most satisfactory gift to give, and one
that will be most appreciated by a friend
is a Set of Carvers- 3 pieces-Knife, Park
and Steel. Similar to illustration.

Vichy
C elestinSk
There i only one Genuine "VIS HY"
Water. It cornes frorn the Celestins pring,
which i so highly prized for its curative
properties in Kidney and Bladder cmn-
plaints, that the water is bottled uncler
French Government Supervision, and sealcd
with a Specîal Label to prevent substitution.

ASK FOR VICH-Y
CE~ LESTINS
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