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ABSOLUTIELY THE EMPEROR
The Kaiser Makes a New Triumvirate of ", My Great Grandmotker and God"

B'y PROF. 0. D. SKELTON

1HE political forces that are grappled inT conflict in Germany were brouglit into,
dramiatic juxtaposition last month. On one
day the red flood wbicb is sweeping the

Fatherland reachied its highest mark: the Socialists
scored their eighth unbroken victory of the year by
carrying the by election in Zscho>psau-Marienberg,
turning a mînority of 3,000 into a smnashing major-
ity of io,ooo. On the next, the Kaiser, breaking
the' restlcss silence of two years. was inspired by
bis return to the old town of KNý-tigsberg, where bis
Prussian ancestors were crowned, to proclaim to
the sceptical twentieth. century the divine rigbht of
kings. Frederick William I., he insisted, was king
by the grace of God alone, and not by Parliaments
or meetings of the people. His great-grandmnother,
Queen Luise, was beld up as a model of domestic
virtues for the too am-bitîtius women of these degen-
erate 'days. Finally the Kaiser proclaimed bimnself
an instrument of tbe Lord. who would go bis own
way without beeding the views and opinions of the
day. The speech was only of a piece witýh former
utterances, "There is onlv one master in this
country and 1 arn he; I shaîl suifer none beside- m.e,,'
or, "We Hobenzollerns accept our crown only from
Heaven. and are responsible only to Heaven for
the performance of its (luties.' And not only was
it consistent witb bis own opinions of other days;
it was a suficiently true account of bistorical fact
and of the letter of the constitution. What it does
not match is the new temper of P. malority.

The dominant issue in Germany to-day, the issue
in wbich ail minor questions are mnerging, is the
old one of responsible versus personal government,
Tbe Kaiser's utterance is impor tant not mnerely as
as expression of bis individual opinion but as voic-
ing the determination, of tbe montarchial -and
semi-feudal powers in Germany and their bdreau-
cratic instruments and allies, to resîst al, attempts
at democratic control of the state. Fromt 'the
western point of vîew German political develop-

ment bas halted at an anomalous stage. The
Kaiser not merely reigns but governs. The
Chancellor, head of botb, the German and the
Prussian administrations, is responsible to his im-
perial and royal master alone. The Bundesratb or
upper bouse, representing the federated states, has
the Iion's share of power, particularly in initiating
legislation, and wields it under the influence of the
Chancellor, backed by the solid delegation of the
predominant partner in the Empire, Prussia. The
'Reichstag or lower bouse, elected on a basis of
universal suffrage, has in the main only a negative
înfluence in gyovernment; it may criticîse the
ýadMinistraýtion or amend the legislative projects
laid before it, or even reject tbat portion of the
supplies not provided for by permanent laws, but
the Chancellor owes it no responsi'bîity and, may at
any timne meet its opposition by inducing the Bundes-
rath to exercise its constitutional power of
dissolving it. The present Chancellor, Herr
Bethman-Hollweg, was entirely on constitutional
ground when in defending the Kaiser's speech be
sneered at "the fiction, unknown to the constitution
of Parliament 'ary government, depending on a fluc-
tuating vote or on the absolutisin of the masses,",

Such a systemn of government, with tbe Chan-
cellor responsible only to the Kaiser and tbe
Kaiser responsible only to the Lord, could of
course not have endured unless it had solid founda-
tions in the interests and sentiments' of important
sections of tbe German people. It rests on the
traditional monarchical sentiment wbich is rooted
in a recollec'tion of the national achievements of
the Hohenzollern Une from the Great Elector to 'the
presen t Kai§er's grandfatber. It is buttressed by
the feeling that ini international affairs it gives
Germanyan advantage in quick unfettered action
over countries whose ministers are controlled by
Parliamentary majorities. It fosters and is fostered

by a powerfui, well-trained and high2
bureaucracy. It bas the unflinching sul
Conservative and Agrarian parties, cont
rather to the identity of sympathies be
and Chancellor and thernselves, than to
control. which would mnure equally to th,
of their opponents. And flot least does it
in the multiplicity of political groiips
the place of the two or three great p,
tional in the Anglo Saxon world and m.
parliamentary majority difficuit to mai
where so, nakedly as ini Germany do
follow class-divisions: 'the Conserý
Agrarian parties draw their support fro
landowning classes, the National Lit~
the manufacturing and commercial class,
Radical groups from the small shopkee?
,sans, and the Socialists in the main
organised workingmen. Poles. Danes a
are responsible for small factions, and tl
Centre or Catholic party, the largest in
tag, supported by the peasants of the 80

bulk of the Catholic workingmen, play
opportunist game with great adroitness.

In opposition to these forces a stroi

sreadng directed against the Kaiser'-ý
tenon-parliamentary systema of gover

the parties which for the nonce provide
terial majority. 'Phe Kaiser's assumpt
vorsal authority, bis endeavor to, regi
sphere and every detail of national lil
shape of the buttons on bis soldiers'
the type of music, drama, painting, poet
or aeroplane which should be adlopte
recent indiscreet speeches, .have str
German patience and German admira
undeniable brilliance and versatility of
Second to Nonte. The growing sentim1eý
of a haIt in naval arrnament, eviden
favourable reception accorded by middle
class papers to Mr. Asquith's suggestion
understancling on sbipbuilding prograxr
in favour of those political parties least j

The Liberal .and Radical parties h-,
tbe present franchise vigorouisly, the Cet
en tbemt a fluctuating support, wbile ti
have organised protest meetings attend
dreds of thousands of workingnien. ý
result so far bas been the introduction 1
sian government of a tinkering measur
uinredressed the most serions anomalies,
jection by the Conservative majority i
concession. Accordingly the demnocrati
rousedto, white beat.

Even more widespreadl bas been
reaction against the Imiperial budget o
Germianty, like Britain, faced a buge defi
ing te, $125,000,0oo. In Germany as in
party most eager for imperial expansi,
party least anxious to pav its share of
nought bills. But ini Germany, untike
the Conservative party, backed by the
its way, rejected the modest inheritanc
Chancellor suggested as tbe privilege'of
to increased taxes on beer, spirits and tol
taxes on tea, cotiee, raiway' tickets, r
other articles of daily use hy the Mo
crass misuse of political power, the but
new taxes, the pressure of the -ol foo
posed for the'benefit ofthe saine landio
rise of prices, popularly attributed ent
budget and tariff impositions, bas rou
discontent to a heigbt unprecedented i
The Radical and Liberal forces stand t,
this agitation, 'but it is the Socialiats,
uncompromisiflg opponients of the pow
who are reiaping, the chier benefit; frii
alike are forecasting an increase in Se>
bers in the ig91 Reichstag fromn the pr(
one hundred or even one liundred and fi
iàberal-Rauiîcal Socîalist majority in thi

responsible government will be a long
realisation. The miovement wilI mneet
fougbt opposition fromn witbout, but
chief obstacle in the way- of the succe5
coalition will comne rather f rom the diffi
ting the Socialists to work ini hai-noi
other more or less defiocratic parties,
however, the German Social -Democracy
its; revolutinairism, becoming more an(
ing to work for reformns bere and noi
wvaîting to enter the Promnised Land ti
the overthrow root and branch of Capitb
ing experience of parliamentary life on
its leaders, miiddle-class accessions, V
eagerness for immediate betterment, arf
party along the path of opportunist refc
event the politics of Germany promise
few years to be of unusual interest.
struggle the peace of the world is at st


