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O'Brien or the 1)runond for exaînple. If the mine is

good, those who own it are not likely to self shares to

the public at twenty cents on the dollar. The people

wlio will make money in Cobalt are tbose who have

capital and wbo go to that district or send an agent to

examine a proposition~ lefore ix estmnent. lThe stock

quiotations in Toronto and New York will tel1 theni no

more than they did during the Britisht Columtbia, iiitig

bioom when tliousatîds of sinaîl iii',estors lost their

saviligs in c.oilpaniîes ofhicered by l)roinett citizcns.ý

It is nevertheless truc that six million dollars' worthi

of silver, as Dr. Drîîminond pointed ont, lias been ab-

stracted froîn a bit of wil(lerness "practically shîinned

by even the Indians only a year or two ago."

IN these days of discussion witlî relerence to the place

of the college miin in politics, it is well to remetn-

ber that the college man, not hallasted by a proper

iînderstanding and appreciation of etitical principles, mav

SAN RANCSCOS go as far astray as atiy (tler
SANFRACISO*S mati. lu the pîîrsîit of success lie
LITTJý BOSS may be careless of tbe means;

and the added acuteness lie obtains from lus trainn

may but mnake a more successful buccaneer. San Fran-

cisco, ini its present days of rehîtilding, presetîts to the

public those squalid details of bar readhing briberv and

corruption which but serve to emipliasise thte Vrovern-

mental inaptitude which, except in thte days of radical

moral reviîlsion, the cîty gox ernments of the Unîitcd

States bave su obteti sltowu. And in front of this car-

nival of corruption, the very brains of thte unovement,
stands the overthrown "littie boss" of San F'rancisco,
Abrahami Ruef. A college bred mani, clever and acîtte

witli aIl that racial keenness wbichb las sc> obten becin

shown by bis compatriots in matters of public service,
be bas prostituted to the gaining of illicit monetary

success, tlie ability wliicb mniglt have won a more thati

sîtticient bonest competence.
Able as a speaker, a master of that soplîistry anîd

skill mi presenting the best side of a wortbless case which

is so often, for a time, successhul with a popular au-

dience, lie lias shown distinct ability ini orgalîi.siiig dis-

content for bis own ends. A sbrewd lawyer, lie kîîew

at flrst how to take fees instead of bribes. Success bas

led him tu rival in cvnîical openness tile methods of

Boss Tweed.*
It has heen bis boast that C\ ery înorning lie reads

Greek. Some vears ago hie astonished a college audience

bv saviiîg, xith au apparent bonesty tlîat camne neither

lromi cynicisin or sardonie humour, that all his success

camne lrom the application of the precepts of bis college

davs. And ani iwkward q1uarter of an lhour was cauised

I)v bis stateinent thait whaitcxer stnccess lie had ol)tained

Camne froi-n the appîlication of 'the tcticts of g(>vernment

he hiad learned in the classes presiled over liy lus 01(1

precel)tor, Professor M~oses, of the University of Cali-
form.

One or two instances will show, on a small scale, how

lis plans of1 corrup)tion have becti deî eloped. An official

of an iniitstrial companv whose plans for a necessary im-

prox ement wet-e lilocke<l by thc city council, found that

oppiosition (lied when the support of Ruef was enlisted.

A business man, who foxnd thit the slightest infraction

of a liy-law was punished with rigour, gave Ruel a re-

tainer, and at once dificulties ceased. Soine years ago

Ruef was instrumental iu stirring up the city authori-

tics to consider wîthdrawing liquor licenses from the

Frenchi restaurants which have long been noted for the

excellence of their cookîng and their latitudinarian con-

ceptions of inorals. A fund was raised to retain Ruef's

professional services ;a few words froin hlm to the

authorities and the licenses werc granted.

It is truc that lie worked ini anl envîronmient pe-

culiarly adapted to lis ways. A city so wi(le open that

not onlv was the "llid off" but the lid and its hinges hadl

long sunce disappeared ; a venal and ignorant civic ad-

mninstration ;a buisiness community convinced that it

w'as necessary to buiv not only concessions but riglits as

well aIl these conditions rcadily aided him. But the

significant and saddening fact, that it was an able col-

lege bred man wbo organised corruption for tbe benefit

of bimself and of his associates, attracts attention to

the fact tbat mere cleverness and nbility mnay be a posi-

tive detrinient to society if flot reinforced by an ade-

qîlate moral sexîse. Society has more to fear froin in-

tellectual predatory parasites than [rom the unhoused

proletarîat.

The Intellectua1 Preference

Ç ANADVA las decided to give Great Britain an Il intellectual prefrence " to use the words of the Hon. Rodolphe

Lemieux, Postma 'ster-General. The tendency bas been in evidetîce for some years, but the first week in May

will see the realisation of perfected arrangements.
At the present moment, newspapers anîd periodicals mailed from Great Britain to, Canada are charged a rate of

eight cents a pounid. This is a prohibitive, rate, and for years an agitation for reductîon bas been proceedÎng. To

secure that reduction, it was necessary that Canada and Great Britain should co-operate. Canada bas been willing

for some time. but the British Postmaster-General found it harder to get into that frame of mind. He had more

difficulties to contend wîth, more postal regulations to consider. Finally, however, an arrangement has been reached

whereby this class of postal matter will be sent to Canada at one-quarter the prescrnt rates. People in this country

will now be able to subscribe for British newspapers and periodicals without being taiced from one to five dollars a

year for postage.
The tbanks of the nation are due to Sir William Mulock, Sir Gilbert Parker, The Canadian Press Association, the

present Postmasters-General of Canada and Great Britaîn, and to a number of others who bave helped in the great

reform. Sir William Mulock was the first officiai on this side to take it up, and Sir Gilbert Parker led in the agita-

tion in Great Britain.
The Ilpreference " has still to be explained. This new rate of two cents a pound is biglier than the rate charged

on United States publications, which are mailed to Canada at one cent a pound. Canada, therefore, was under the

necessity of getting that rate raised. As it was flxed by a Convention between the two governiments, the old Con-

vention was cancelled and a new one negotiated. Under this new agreement, tbe United States publîshers will pay

four cents a pound on aIl periodicals mailed to Canada. Tbis cornes into force on May 7 th.

In short, the result is - the British rate bas been reduced from eight tu two cents a pound, while the United

States rate bas been raised froni one to four cents a pound. The Britisher will pay two cents after May îst ; the

United States will pay four cents after MaY 7 th. Thus, British periodicals wilI have a preference in this market.

There will not likely be any immediate displacement of United States periodicals by British, but in the course of

a year or two, the sales of British publications here sliould be doubled, and the sales of United States periodicals cut

in two. This is as it should be. A Britisb country should have British literature. Strangest of aIl the features of

this movement, is the circurnstance that a French-Canadian Premier and a French-Canadian Postmaster-General were

called upon to bear the burden of' the delicate negotiations which were part of the final act in this postal drama.


