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from him as it rarely did, and the sen-
sation was a new one. Noiselessly the
maid entered with tea and. in silence he
watched Tiny’s slight hands moving over
the silver tray. She looked very childish
and miserable, and her eyes failed to
meet his in the very satisfying under-
standing that had existed between
them. She handed him a cup and
pushed the dish of toast towards him.
Then, settling back in her chair, she
watched a lump of sugar dissolve in
her spoon.

“Oh, Tiny—it’s—it’s a damned shame.
Can’t you fix things up? A patched
friendship is better than a broken one
any day.” He spoke with the soft, per-
suasive way that few could resist—
either men or women.

“No, Ross—the cracks always show,
and it has to be handled very carefully
for all time. It won’t stand the hard
knocks again. Of course, T'll always
care for Millicent—I'm not the change-
able kind, unfortunately. They seldom
suffer pain—of this sort.”

“Pm desperately sorry, Tiny. What
can I do?” His tea was untasted, and
he was thinking far more of the girl’s
misery than of what it all meant to
Millicent and himself. This break had
to come soomer or later, but it had al-
ways seemed an indefinite climax to
their game.

«I don’t think that there is anything
that any one can do,” she answered
somewhat wearily.  “Millicent spoke
rather—decidedly—she left no loop-hole,
so I fear it has come to a choice be-
tween us. Her way and mine will be
somewhat divergent now.” She utter-
ed the ultimatum in the straightforward
way that he had always admired in her.

“Choose between you—and Millicent?
Lord, Tiny, what are you saying? Do
you realize the sort of proposition you
are putting up?” Hilliard’s brain seem-
ed to work sluggishly—he <could not
make himself realize the full meaning
of what she had said. There must be
some way out of the tangle. He
couldn’t give Millicent up and——. The
alternative set his pulses throbbing wild-
ly and the colour swept into his cheeks.
Some strange, subtle revelation was
struggling for recognition, and he
fought against it with all the force of
his physical and mental natures. All
he was able to grasp was the sight of
the girl before him—bher winsomeness.
her bravery, her loyalty to himself and
Mrs. Angstrom.

“Do without you,” he gasped. “Do
without YOU! God—I couldn’t, Tiny.”

His tones struck her with compelling
power and she looked into his eyes for
a moment. What she saw there made
her own drop as quickly and he saw
that she was trembling. Instantly his
arms were about her and her heart was
beating tumultuously against his. That
sudden, blinding revelation had illum-
ined their little cosmos with a divine
light, and there was no need of ex-
planations. After a few minutes she
raised her face to his and said very
softly, “And what of Millicent ?”

“Millicent?  She’ll be glad. She
never cared as I did.”

“Do you really think she will be glad,
dear? ‘T wish I could think that.” Her
woman’s sympathy was aroused and a
superb generosity of soul awakened
strange doubts in her own happy heart.

«Pll 'go to-day—right now, and tell
her. And then I'll come back. May 17
He spoke quickly, eagerly.

“Well, are we really engaged, Ross?
It is your turn to make the arrange-
ments this time.” She laughed happily
as he kissed her lightly on lips and brow
and hair.

Within the half-hour he was with
Mrs. Angstrom, telling her of his blind-
ness, of his joy, of her own wisdom and
foresight. :

“And so Tiny is the cure? Dear boy,
I'm so glad. Youll be very happy to-
gether.”  She took his hands in her
own and looked frankly into his radi-
ant face. :

“Yes, Millicent, and I do want you
two to be friends. Can’t this miserable
misunderstanding be cleared up? I can’t
realize that you have had a quarrel.”
His face had grown very serious.

«You dear, foolish pair. You can’t
see, because Love is blind, but—I forced
the quarrel on Tiny so that you would
have to make a choice between us.
Can’t you see? It was all part of the
cure!”

“Then you—you—Millicent, you are
the best woman in the world—next to
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