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T HF, wisdom of the new regulation, under whicliParliamrent begins the session in mid-Novexnber,,
has already been amply proved. Whlen the Legis-

lators separatedl for the Christmias liolidays an appre-
ciable inroad had been made on the sessional agenda
paper. Thetariff, now that the Parliamientarians are
once more 'at work,_ has te undergo its mnost crucial
triai. In Commnittee o>f Ways and Means eacli item wiil
be carefuiiy scrutinised. It will be held upI to inspection
and comment lrom ail points of view, and the success or
failure of the inany interviews-which the Finance Minis-
ter lias- granted interested parties will become ex ident.
In this connection it seeîns fair to remark that the en-
thusiastic admiration which a section of the Goverient
press lias indulged in because the anti Budget secret in-
terview has been aboli-shed seems hardly warranted. The
interviews which bave been granted since 3fr. Fielding
deliveredl his Budget speech have been numberless. Just
as in the Conservative days, they have taken place in
camera whenever the visitors so elected. And there is
no reason why tliey should be public. Manifestiy unfair
it certainly would lie for merchants or manufacturers to
be compelled publiciy to exhibit private matters wheu
endeavouring te imipress upon the responsible minister
their arguments in favour of tariff adjustment. The
final resuit aione can warrantabiy bie said to conceru the
Canadian, people. Mr. Fielding, who is a fair-minded
man and wlio is, as one of his poiiticai opponents bas
said, "as straiglit as a string," evidentiy recognises the
necessity for confidential treatment for this c]ass of com-
munications.

WHAT OF THE INSURANCE COMMISSION.

Belore Parliamient shall have been in session manv
more weeks, Judge McTavîsh and bis coileagues will
present their flndings in the Insurance investigation.
If Ottawa insurance circies are at ail weil informed,
the Commissioflers' recommendations wiil closely foi-
low the lines of the report of the Armstrong Commis-
sien in New York State. The terms of this report are
by this time well known and, if our own Commissioners
report, certeris paribus, in similar ternis, the publie niind
will be greatly reassured. In connection with the report
of the Commission those "in the know" at Ottawa tell
a remarkable taie to the efhect that Mtr. CG. W. Fowler,
M.P., lias served formai notice upon the Goxverumnent
that, if in his opinion the Comniissioners go out of their
way to attack hiîn and his proceedings in connection
with the Foresters and the subsidiary loan and land
companies iu wlîich lie is interested, lie will retaliate by~
telling Par'iament and the country some unpleasant and
unsavoury things about the private conduct of certain
Ministers. Mr. Fowler, like Alan Breck, is "a bonnie
feeliter." In the whole flouse of Commins there is not
his superior for coolness and determination. WVheni lie
mnade his explosive and indignant defence before the Com-

mission at Toronto hie stated wliat lie flrmly believes--no
matter how greatly lie may be isied in so believing-
and that is tînt the Governmnent, threugh the commis-
sion, is endeavouring te damage the repu tation of Hon.
G. E. Poster, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Lefurgey, Wr. Rufus
Pope and their assuciates. 0f course, Mr. Fowier may
bie totally in error ini believing that the gentlemen who
compose the Commission wouid for a moment sulimit
to external influences of any kind, in fact, the probability
is all li favour of this view of the situation. Bu.t Ci. W.
Fowler is no faintheart, neither is lie by any mneans
moderate in his opinions, convictions or line of action

once lie has chosen it. If hie once begins to figlht ou tice
liues spoken of hie wîll plirsue lus jourîîey of (Iciinici-
ation to the bitter end, .sparing neithcr Iriend nlor eneînv.
His coolness and audacity willi nake lîii a <langer>iis
opJponenit even te the greatest aîîiiongýrst those whîo sit on
the riglît of Mr. Speaker,

REcîî'ROCITY WVî'rUei RECIPROCI rARIANS.
Of1 course thîcre is bouiud te be a full-dress debate oii

the reciprocitv question, nle iatter hiow it rnay arise.
Alreadv, it is said, parliamentary- negotiations witli
Washingtonî bave been put iii train althougli the change
in British Ambassadors has resulted in a teiuporary
dislocation o>f thie arrangements. The President is be-
iieved te be a reciprocitarian, but lie wili have to accelit
the views of his party leaders, andý tliey are for nothing
that will rn>t give to the United States a mnarked ad-
vantage. The soienin truth is that there is no weiglît
of Amiirican opinion ini favour of better relations with
Canada. Sporadic eutbreaks of speechinaking iii fax our
of the wîll-o'-the-wisp ccur, lbit, whule now we hear a
cry froen, Minneapolis and again Mfr. Eugenc W. Foss
inakes anothier after-dinner spmeech in New England, the
fact reluaîs thiat the great miass of the Amierican people
care nothing about reciprocity, whiie the poliicians wiic
occasionally mecntion it hiave iii muiiid nothing but an
obscure desire to score fer theiniselves by scoring ofi
Canada. Conditions are Inncl the saine noxv as thcy
were during Mr. McKinley's first administration, when
the president appointed Hon. J.ohn W. Ka-sson, soine-
time of thîe late lameuted Highi Joint Coni iission, te
negotiate a numnber of reciprocitv treaties with foreigui
governuliemts. Mr. Kasson, urbane, !hougltfulI and wcli-
înformed, exectnted bis notable îiiission wiflî reinarkablc
success. No fewer than thirty-tive treuties di<l lie niego-
tiate and, wlien, it is said that they were uuiformly ac-
ceptable to thc ultra-l>r(tectionist President it is certain
thnt they nmuist have favoured the United States.
What was the subseoluenit history cf these instrui-
nients ? Thev xvent freni Mr. McKinley dowîî to
the Senate and the 'mest distingitished legisiative bodv
in the world' slaughtercd thein seriatinii. Frein thie
incment the reading-clerk of the Senate protionnced the
first svhlahie of ecdl treatv's title its doocma was sealed.
Treaties must lie carried by a two-thirds inujority of
Sentors. Not one cf the thirty-fix c secured a fifty per
cent. vote. Mfr. Kasson \vas s0 inidignanit that, with a
biting message lie rctirîicd his $20,000 honcrarium tc the
treasury. Canada may propose te achieve better terins
by the interniediate tarif! rate, but while thc negotiations
are in the nmaking, our representatives should take as
their inotto I'Tiineo Danaos et doua ferentes."

KEEWATIN AND ITS IMPENDING. PARTITION
Trhe Robliti (3overnment in Manitoba will neot lie

happy natif it gets the whole cf Keewatin for its own.
In that case its beatitude sems far away, for, in ail
probability, the Federal Government will give te Sas-
katchewan and Ontario ecdl a portion of the territory
contigueus te the borders of these two Provinces. The
whole agitation seems scarcely w9rth while, althougi it
is undoubtediy good polities for thc acute Mr. Reblin
and bis coileagues. iu the flouse of Communs hast ses-
sion a miember who enjoys peculiar facilities for securing
information concerning this terra incognîta said plumnpiy
and plainly that Keewatin lad flot and neyer wihllihave
a.white population cf fiftv souls. "And," said lie, "most
of those who are there are fugitives froni justice. Thme


