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0NCE more the ChristmasObelîs are ringing, and
"Peace on earth, Goodwil .

* the men" is ecboing round
theword.There are few

lands in wbicb the words
are more earnestly sung,
and no country i-wbicb

*their spirit is so fully realibed as i our
own Dominion. For a bundred years we bave
lived at peace with our great neighbor to
the soutb, and our bistory bas been a.
history of peaceful development. The
wresting of our beritage from the wilder-
ness bas been our battie, and the conquest
of tbe wilderness is a nobler game, and
dernands beroic sacrifice not Iess traIn that
demanded by the red game of war. But
tbe early struggles and bardships are over,
and we enter on the still nobler work of
nation- building, and at this Christmas sea-
son it rnay not be out of place to consider
some of the things that 'enter into the
making of a great nation.. For it is tbe
cherished hope of bier sons and daughters
that Canada will one day be a great nation:
a leader in civilization that will be an
example to the, rest of. the world.

Has this hýope any foundation? Is there
any reason 'for thinking' that it may be one
day a realization? The past history of tbe
race crys "ayW" loudly and clearly. There
are those to-day, who scof at tradi-
tion, but tradition counts for much in the
life of a people.

H1e who reads the -article on the Kil-
donan settlers whicb appeared last mnonth
in this magazine,, cannot help but feel a
thrill of pride and a renewed courage in
bis heart and abrigbter hope for the future
of bis country. Strong, brave, enduring
men were these wbo laid the foundation
of the West, and far reaching has been
their i*nfluence. It is our boast that no
land lias ever been settled with so little
lawlessness and disorder as the Canadian
West. I wonder how much of this we
owe to the lion-hearted, loyal, law-abiding
men and wornen wbo sleep so peacefully
now ini th e quiet "God's acre" in old Kil-
donan.

And surely, their descendants, and tuîe
descendants of others equally faitbfut, can-
not fail to live up to the high standard of
life and devotion to duty set by them.

It is a fine tbing for a man to be well
born, to corne of dlean living, hard-work-
ing, God-fearing parents; to be able to look
back to father and grand-fatber and great
grand-father toiling for tbeir daily bread
over plowshare and spade, or at the car-
penter's bench, or in the office, it may be,

*but bearing in the community a good
naine, wbos e word bas been their bond;
wbose honesty of purpose and uprightness
o f cbaracter bave neyer been called in ques-
tion. Surely it is a great beritage. For
a good, name is. better tban riches, and
rather to be chosen than much fine gold.
Strong and enduring will be the nation,
and a bigh and leading place it ihustV1'I~d
amongst tbe nations, whose sons and
daughters are true to such a beritage.

"Civis Romanus sum" was the proud
hoast of tbe old Roman; but the British

l)orn Canadian can ,make a prouder boast

than that: for is flot be a Canadian and a
loyal son of the British Empire. Regions
Ceasar neyer knew, are ruled over by the
men of bis race, and the Union jack waves
over lands undreamed of by the old
Roman. Toithe dark places of the earth it
bas carried liberty 'and hope and a new
if e.

But while we are a peaceful nation,
these privi1ege'b had to be fought for la the
past, that we .ght enjoy pece sp re-
dom. We bave been dvfoôigÔ~CU)
try and its resources, under the prêtetg
arm of the old grey motiher,, who .ýas «W "'I
cared for ber cbildren.* "H'er -s1iiPs t heve
guarded our commerce' on - the, s. : e
sons bave been ready to aid us,.abw'
can we bett repay ber than by living truc
to the best traditions of the past and laying
a saf e foundation for the future.

And what a task lies before us; -what an
edifice we have to build. Tbe foundation
indeed must be laid broad and deep.

Other peoples witb strange tongues, and
ways that are flot our ways,. are.- seeking
bornes in our new land. Today we have,
pouiing into Canada .Wai aes n'
creeds. Doukbubors and Galicians,. accus-
torned to toil and, poverty and tyranny,
and witb littie idea of citizensIiipor what
is meant by a true national: life. .-Gçrmans
and French, .witb ail the gooid qualities- and
thrifty habits of -tbe 'people -of ,these two
great nations, but witb ideas -and customns
and* speech that are, flot ôurs.. In time,
tbey may becorne good Canadians, but . in
them love' for the borne land* and for
German and Frencb traditio 'ns. must still
be strong. From Russia and Poland. tbey
corne, fromù these 'lands'of political bitter-
ness and political unrest, and' in whose'
peoples is an inborn hatred of alf goverir--
ment s.

Here,\ too, God's ancient people have
found a home and an abiding place, after
baving been driven frorn pillar -to post,
and barried and harrassed In Christian
Europe.

Crete and Scythian, bond and free, our
rich mines and wealthy forests'and fertile
plains draw !hem ail. Some. of tbem we
could well spare; rnost of them we wel-
corne gladly. To weld theminto one mg-
nificent whole is the task of the Britisb
born Canadian, and he must face it man-
fully.

"Strong with the. strengtb ,of the race,
To command,' to obey, to .en dure.!"

And we rnust remember, thatex-amïple is
better - than precept. While ,we are de-
veloping our natural resources 'and wrest-
ing wealth from the soil, the forest, the
mine and the sea; while we are building
railways and developing our great water-
bighways, that these are material tbings,
and in thernselves do not make 'a nation
great, not these, but men; men with a deep-
seated reverence, a high courage, an un-
failing sense of justice and right, these aie
what make a nation.

"Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget, lest we forget."

Duty bas ever been the watchword of
our race, and Canadians must flot fail.
We must set before our cbildren, and be-.
fore the strangers within our gates, a high

and worthy example. We must teac
to -hold dear'their.hpritage and ceri I
ac ient liberties so hardly won.- We -i

noit..allow- ourselves to.becomeselfis
indifferent or to be çarried awayby a-
ardent desire- for wealth.-
"Ill fares the land to hastening liii #

Wbere weaith accumulates aiU~
In our political lifewe rout e t 8-

standard, we must combat. witbl
strength, that which is false and
andstand-for that which la truc. W4E
do- thiW". regarding th~e. franchi1
sacridr timg, and by teaching owr,ý
to regard'-t 'as such._' em
office mon of highchtacter à*
principle. Men who will stad u
to al -thé inds, that blow, m ,tiu

no dil.truth* to serve thê'
who wilf ý4ischarge their'.duty 'f>
the con:çqences whît.they pia

la ou'Jssnd, justice'- wst eé
th t pot b oqe or-
anthýér th*

the vwrong',doer, butto r eafis
be our aha.r Crime cannot901
but the eri qng

gena chince t4 *wuax ba* i$
hood. Byado J.g

with our .'rliinàls, .that wtig
bec eego~ iie , w*but be cgrrying eut ,t èê"P
whose biitQàay we .ce ratei #oà
this Cbrisotmattide.

Evilà in out, *sodial,_lIfe'
out -if .we are to become a
The ùldhomeIiehef
reverence for fathèr *a-

day.''hotdbe restorý

Canada,.and çur $il4rqa
advat;gp -hat aç oipy; *IBS

a good education. . we'aet'
place we, hope -to.-talco tiid,ý
world, our eidr e nshoul4 bé,
nay must. be.

The ,Church,:tào,.m*'uotico#
as it basalways: held, the f
in our., national hMe, . Leth11Cr
measure, if she muat, to imeçt
ditions, but the old, old,,tfy c

ithe Manger neyer changes.abat W
simple faith bas madç, o&i race
today, and s0 we mùstkeep the faitb j
faith our fathers seeled us.
"Fer except we pay the Lord s'in , he

and single swqrd 4

0f our childrén in iheir 'bol
He shall ask it treble-twl.é
It is a great., task tht -IÎ bof 0rotl

peoplé of Canada, a grêàt dësthyi
people bear thepsevsxanui adIi
up to the-traditions of thé,race. Btwhi4*
the task is great, the advantage ,t,
many, .for we have the eÙpen*enct,.-,,o 4
the 'w'orld'to guide-'us.' From tha ?experi-
ence let us take what we know to b. best,
and cast aside the things which are bari-.
fuI. And niay the God of our fathierî
guide our people and their leaders tbrough
the perplexing years, utitil we lemerge, al
our different races welded into one rnag-
nificent whole: a great nation, indeed.
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