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It vas dateti "Boston, J,
Hancock Tavern,- and roa
"MY Honoret Wiie:

"'It le rny (dutY ta atiaviso
naie arrivai la the tovn ai
a long anti perilous Journeý
la hourly danger irom
wild beasts, I bave badti
oexarnination. I knaw tbat
man anti bave an unbendine
I canseee vitlî some cier
Young female who bas ual
nature migbt fEnd it bard tc
'my austerity. 1Whiie 1I i
ln the vays ai the Lordy
JoletdIn athe vnys ai man.
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Young for tie sacramento
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Journeyet i vth great anger
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me In the eyes and blinde
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and the long and perilous
no% been, ln vain. This le
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Young mani. Hati1I mati
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I loveti you. i love -.,Ou1
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"Yo)ur obediont tlrus

The Young man tlr mcd
paper over. Ihw,-va r1resz
tress Abigail Cotton, Srrrtb
OVer, Massachusetts. Tbe

'Tihe Rveaiiig Desk The. Message
JOTTON cloneti ,p.d frorn bis nervelens figers andi feU W5IMT san1 ('5t8»m oo ufty.UPOU the Polisheti mabogany. Thé U sTfed along thehusbaiid started'at this voice frorn an- te. i3aoh6eitetagtotiier -dasI twe»tewhseface, usually ecan ianddvolvng choir ng of &ghoat; . 'rrin out of bis fixeti ucomprornising, was va-don endstax thé handwiin 8 r of the next letter cUating and relaxeti.É» ln 111 hande belaw arose as If It were embonned. Ited wittout vas differont script frein that-ai bisTo his keen Insight,la as e haiketi, the wholenythlng iiito great-grandiather. InstiùcttveIY 1ho voriti seerned easy, ai-lunt OPOaiffl toit that hors vas the anewer ta the mont unmora.i The wo-mk. heart-thrab tbat he had Just t uhed. L men hoe met looked as IfProduct Of SIX At firet ho dared nlot bondis the letter. they wouid seU their9int%; ho vas It seemed a desecratian ta Marobe a doule for dIversion or dress. 'The men, aded. #ftxn- heart long Aeqtd, a heart that bad erred, had little o ôconscience In their.There vas that bad suffered the angvish of re- countenances.Uâin. and there morne. passibiy the penalty of a dis- "Poor creaturear Josia.b Cotton?ler-ateel OYes. ruptet borne.- Re knew natblng of it- thougbt; «starm-driven driftwood lnbjen the Iran Ah. bers vas tragedy 1ke hla o-u- No thre whirlPoal of lite!"ntIne emebtion matter ln vhat century ane t-res. Ilove He seldarn indulged. In mnetaphor. J-otton the Urne la the marne, vanity ia the sarne. Jide tY day his Imagination# or wbét passedc ha blâème bis ls the saime and the anglel hofR t11ir for It, vas active. lu vain ho loakedit. The sys- combinatian la the ane.r bad trained a 0 .e . for one man orwoman whodared telave A al) .Tolahreahet au bi hati 11~stemi the maelstrom. If he couîd onlyfore hlm, and toucheti the letter tenderly. In was a cthà'lipea igl ol ,rility He aw deees to Joslah Cotton, Eeie, sonality, the product of hanar. Inde-forgiwve bim- Hancack Tavern, Boston," and began: edn.ada ipeli!Waet fargive ber. "My Honored Huaband, 1 he craved wa.s an Island ln this sona afblied et the *II have received your esteemed let- moral flotsam. Re vas tired-tiUredrigiiivai t te. Ifld i bad a aewe. ou with the eternai satruggle af prabityng l van -e tr. fid li had t anwer y ithaut incarne. Wby net drift? Ityoung lawyer nover toit me befare that You loveti me. wàese e ehdol n ietwledgd It t hmarryo ntled me becauoe it waý 1lIve, and wouid be a long Urne dead. Wby.ly graping for tnougbt you mr tieoeaueItW nt live camfortably. and let the fortles anti. relief the. Word af tbe Lard. If I had knawx ol an frlol'that yau laveti me I wauid net bave wrdcr 2  tof

hie een na frivolaus. 1 bave loveti yo . 0 ga,1ýlngedte -taieinte IL vas a littie girl af ton, and ai daetcntlohtewi ndedn,af ter vbam 1 wanled was ta malte you Jealous. Iel ofo ltetevt nifewbom ho vas *'The etrawberrien ame ieginnîng tc the chilti. Tbey de fat extend a lawho was In him ripon. jennie basia. Uttle calf, and Zractlce-.-specially--one of tbose uMnthlng oes may bappen nmre tlme For ta Joslah Catton, attarney-at-law.ect of modern Your loving andi uoedient vifs, à. temptation bad came. Every rzcsecret dravers «"AbilI censful lawyer knaws theni. Ta ytelda. As a boy Ibsiah Ctton kisseti 4he letter arnd meant a corpoaration practice a.nd an In-ng these ln nut It aacrodly book ln the bldfng-piac& creasing Income. In~ this case bis dutyeJust twenty- wbere It bai long rested. This oudb t rtetbi len.bburgiar wotul? rromn a past century maved hlm grea.tly Legal chicanery ln committing a mani-ment. 'One by FMe went te the 'wndaw and drummed test wrong. Te yieîd meant Inaepend-me were cun- Upon the pane, and looketi out upon the ' ence. It meant ail the things bis wiTeloue drawers. green trees. The atrawberries vere neeied and that b. desireti for ber. -Itret touch, and ripening, the buttercups and the dalsies ineant a ceasing ram the fear af ta-omedtet be a were biaoming, and ail the birds nest- mdrrow. It mneaut,-why evérytbingvoodwork rt lng. li eit a queer sensation In hie that a praiessional man craved. To, these latter heart, andi vondered If ho were going deny meant years and years af grindingle ai old let te ho Ill. Then al at once the cap of at the office. anta economy at borne. Itith age, and the rnauntain wa blawn off tbe vol- tneaut. the *torture ai seclng cars carve* bad tade- aaohatibura. h dear wife's face It meant possiblethem, but bacl .8reat God!"he crled oioud: "1whaî. failure ln the end;bt, tas mUi,with the ln- a 16rute rys been! and like a rIver of the halding fast ta thase idealb forle faxaliy 1e- lava hoe rusbed ram the room. whlcb bis father bat lived ana bis
* * * *mother bat prayeti.ed ram ane He funt hi, vife ln hem ava moom. As the man etralied andi arguet hoit te11 upon ftaring dlstractedly aut of. a wlndow. glanced Intc> a %hap vindaw. This vasseparateti the Elbe vas in that desperate etate viren stocked vith oric-a-brac of an auctian.ho bacir af an asemlgbt have dons anything. She toit 1 aer'e atore-china ai daubtiul rarity.made ta pull It In bier ta commIt undreameti-ni' ênuahagany af questianable antiqulty,blrft bis eyes crimes. In such a cansciaunees et end Oriental muge made In Lyonis. tbnr package af fronzlet Ilnjury a w-oman may fling hier%. ane side, flanketi by andirana, ho foticedvith canflict soIT avay, bodiy andi. saul. She atared an aid ammechair. The langer ho iookedy, ready for at ber husbanci liaughtiiy as h. 'burst a; It the more It assumed an air afhos untieti the Intb the roomf. iamiliarity. Caulti It bo? It loahteàhoe papers ho- "What le the matter?" uho sait caîdiy. 1ke the chair that seel ln the parlerselectet ane '*Have I dons anytbinig cîser tuiei fatber's bouse: the chair bisich andi apen- "No!" ho expiodeti. father had aivai(s sat ln vhen ho ledaimet anti- He seIýed bis viTe In hie. rm and tamlly prayers. 'Wbat memarlea cush-enveope and carried ber ta tbe sofa, laid her do*n !oneti themseives In lits capaclouws eat.id the samoe tenderiy upan It, and then irnelt beside In that ho usedtet curl like a dag vben,useti beforo ber. te came home Tramn achool te, read.ps, and vere 'No.,, ho ropoateti, ftyou aven't done Flw often 1he read the thInge 1he ebouitanythIng eise-you have nover dons flot! Andi vhen a Tarnil ste1> drew* anytbing I wantedte t tell you tihat 1 Dear ho usedte t tucir the reprehenstblerune 26, 1758, love yeu-.I lave you. and I vant you lbook or paper away ln that deptbd as îolîaws: ta forgîve me If you can."1 where the seat andth'te basc cushionThen with great reveronce hie bent nit uo: Yeu af my over anti kisseti hem veddlng-ing. noeBoston af or did thie vlth the artirorfa an Oriental A reshet of tender memories assalietiy. Aitho gb laver. 'tna oloe tta erodcarIndians nd Hie vifs, amazeti, etaret at hlmn. las1e'oktatttdaridhi.me fdr self- "Wby. Mr. Cotton!" she salti faintly. Hevas sure nov, for ho kmew It by aI sa a hard Why, Joslah "nicked cross an the leit arm, that hieig nature, and This vas ane ai the lnadecquate re had made with bis Jack-knife one ralnymess that a plies vhlcb great ematianai scene- uagNees ue ýerueIta prayerful often arouse. But It seemedtiet mean gl-bis father's chair. Why, one aito confarm tealal that it titi net say. the deepest humiliations af iebis1f.have rejoietdIII love you! I love you!" lie urget was connecteti vlth that chair.you have re- with the embarrassment af a man vho He couidn't have been mare thaniIt may bc lias represseti expression until It 11e- fourteen, ant i 1e vas surreptitiousiySyou are too cames almost Impossible. absarbeti at the tlme ta the "Jack Hark-of' marriage. She lited ber trembiing Tacs. avay" series ln a luriti story papers, even ns I "1 thought lateiy you urarrieti he- given over ta Indians, and miurders, anti.-In my heart cause It vas canvenlent. And I made detectives, ant Iimpossible boys.qeaven smote a good figureheat Iin your baume, ry lHe had came davn early hefare break-ed mie for a trieti se bard." fasit, and, tucked up ln bis iathe r'slearly. Goti "It Is ail my fauit," Interrupteti chair,.lh. vas vhirling over a cataractm rmy vision, Josiah llercely. «*I cauldn't-I vas ln an Indlan canoe, Wlvth a Unitedi StatesJourney lias, brought up nlot ta show my feelings. detectiye on his trncks, vi-en a de-tter 1 Write 1 Ca'a1 t you understand?" scending step sounded on thie stairs.)t blame you rh. vif. loaketi at ber husband vltb lis grandmother, an ald-iasbloned,res with tirat fast brimming eyes. lis reserve liad orthodox shint, was visitlng the bouseîy, awn homie bee an Impenetmable steel grille ai the tnie, anti also bis tva aunts, bisIt would ntaga¶ it vbicb she beat ln vain for ad- ate'midnstr.ul my derri mittance up the staIrvay oa ieiseart. the ladpidbtical ntim e e hsouf)sqsm because Now it vas open before lber.thlrdpeadclIttedpbsa

mare to-driy "Oh, Joslab!" sbs cnIed, ber arme, tihe chair wben bis graudmother en-,ays laove yoii, rigiti for sa lang, curied tbemselves tered.Lbnppiness, tenderly eabout bis neck;, "If you bad Prayers alwnays came after break-id May tira only toid me this hefare! -)0 you sup fast. The boy bad no chance ta rescueyou. I am, poqe"-sbe started uip-"*tbat 1 vould Iris contrabant i iterature, and tremble-Iýbnd, bhave flirteti vitb tbat callow fo. or lest it slrould mastie when bis fatîrerth ('atten." that 1 vouit bave looKed at nny otber itOOk lis accustometi seat.tire yellowv man but ~-After tlrey lad knelIt davu. andi me-sedte taM\is- The senITirne çvas neyver finished, for peateti as usual ln, ýn1son the LordsStrert, A\nd- t1ro man took bis vufe madly ln is Pra ' er, bis fatlrer drew tram the backletter- drop- armes. aiofbis chair the guiity-auget and beld

The boy boit up a fiutterlng bit afpaper that looked i lke a letter. Josiah
Cotton tak It andi opened t haialy. lits
boy peeredeaver bis arm, vbiie hise vue
triedtotapretent an Interest ee ilt fot
Teei. Hem heant vas groping aftor the
thing tbat vorriet ber husbanti.

But Josiab Cottan stareti at the
hairdvriting. Ho mnev that prectous
letterlng. Itcama Trom tho pen af thestemnest, tbeÇ tenderest, tho best man boever knew. It vas the vriting of bisfathor. For thiniy yeare h bhat lai
there, anzi nov, braught ta light by afreaic of chance-ProvIdence, smre pie-
fen ta cal l t-ut lay ln bis hanti, a mes-
sage Tram the deati. I vas short. anti
ina azaet vay ho reati IL.
"'To my dear son Jasiah:

"«I amn sure that nover again vili mY
boy do anything that 11e le asharnedti t
have me knov.'

"*Your lo-vlng father,
"John Cotton.'

Nov, John, theo boy, bati nover seen
toars un his father's eyes before, 'anti.
fightenei, 11e tumnedto tasi mother anti
began ta wbimpem. 5h. lot hlm quletiy
Tramn the raom ta beti.

The manvas lefi alane. Ho graspeti
the paper as IfI h veme a spirit anti
might mneit tram hlm. An ave fell up-
on hlm, as tbaugh be bat recelvet a
summons fromn an unkauva vorîti. It
vas a conscription.. Ho Toit that he vas
draugbted mia o onor. He vais forceti

miat that high lnrtegiiy vbicb bat
matie bis father's name ePiectet
vherever it vas known.

Joaiah Cotton paceti the floor.' He no
longer looket Iirresolute: ho vas ne-
solveti. le no langer gropeti: he bail
founi. lRe vas not varrieti:,ho vas
content. It amazet i hm that ho shoulti
ever bave vacilînteti for an instant, for
lie seomedtot stand upon granite.

lie felt upan bis narm a toucb that
always matie hlm thriii. iMe claspet i bs
wife sîlently.

"'I amn sa traubloti!" abe eobbeti. Thensie looked urp ai the dean face vhicb
,he tielightedti tahonar. -"Whny," abo
gasped, "vhy, Joslah! It's gone."

"Yes," ho sait eolernnly, **lt's gane."

july, 1907.
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Iit UP tu full vlev. Hov grotesque andi
vulgar the pictures looketi!%

"Motber., sait the g9oot man, looking
ai the old.lady vltb apparent surprise,.*I arn mocked that 'ou ahouit reati
such iriterature at rour age-yau vith
your godly trainingl"

"Why, John!" exclairnet the' ploua
lady Iudigriantly.

"MarthWa"-..sblfttng hlis spectacles,
the catochist turned ta hie aider ulster
-"tilt yau bits this paper homo?"

"Oh. ,a John, I dit net."
"Did you, Mary?" ho attressodtht~

yaunger lady. '"'Cortainly fat; I nover sav It be-
Tare."

Then, turning ta hie only son as baTodet the paper, vltb tendemnes thefather sait: *"I knaw that iny son coultneyer staop ta anything asloy as this."
and wont out af ths rooni.

The matter vas nat mentianed again,and rra that day the boy nover had
anything ta bide.

Decltetiy Jaslah Cotton couit flot
loue that armechair--at any cost it rmuet
b. hi&.

That evenlng the Tamlly Inspected thenov purchame vith Interest. The ex-pressman brougbt It Up after tinner,%nd it vas the bettimo aif the boy,Jslahs only son, namet aiter thegrandiather 1ývho usedtiet offer up dally
prayers, kneeling besido this mlleofa a
God-fearlng, stei4n home.

Josiah Cottan absorbet bimseli In thereturn ai the prodigal armcbalr. Hotriet' ta farget that atber matter. Thedecîsion that mlght maire bis future
anti mar4uls character bo deferredth ralacrIty; yet It zmuet 1e matie by
mnornI ig.

Meanvblo, Jabnny, the cbiid, vasdlsportlng haimseif like a puppy In thepossession C a nov piaything. H.danced and cavarteti, anti thon vouititake a nunning leap anti lanti In thesoit seat ai the chair, anti, curling hlm-self, vouit pretondtiet bide betveen
the high-cusbioneti arma anti back. Hieparents vatcbed'bis antics vith pnide,
excbanging tender loaks that relieZo
the man ai hie natural austority.

But- evory new anti then the vom ncast upon ber busbant a . trhu bled
glance

"Joslah," she vblepered. "somotbing
la an your mmid. What le it? Can't Iheip you?"

"Not thie time, deareet.»
"O0h, papa!" the boy's vola. vibrated

vlth exciternent, "8e vhat I havefounti vay In at the bottont af the
chair."
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