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230 VENERABLE SISTER MARGARET BOURGEOIS.

riage in Montreal. The first boy who escaped
an early grave was John Desroches, and the first
native of Montreal who consecrated herself to
God in the Congregation was Marie Barbier, who
became Superior after Sister Bourgeois’ resigna-
tion. She was a very holy religieuse, and imbibed
the spirit of her Foundress, subjecting herself to
such frightful penances that a dangerous cancer
formed in her body, of which, after years of in-
tense suffering, she was miraculously cured. The
venerable Foundress also leaves the following
record of a few of the Indian girls she took un-
der her protection:

“In 1656, a young Iroquois mother had a little
girl about nine months old, which she neglected
shamefully, and treated with brutal violence. I
endeavored to get the poor little sufferer from her,
in order to raise it a Christian, M. Souard as-
sisting me to secure it. So after giving the
savage mother many presents, she at last con-
sented to place the child in my care. But as 1
was on the eve of my first voyage back to France,
I gave it in charge to Margaret Picard during my
absence. As soon as I set sail the mother re-
tracted, and tried in every possible way to get the
child back without our knowledge. Once, while
the little one and her vigilant nurse were out
taking exercise, the Iroquois woman suddenly ap- -
peared, and endeavored with violence to snatch
away the terrified infant. But she was disap-




