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Ile'has also been a member of the Muonie
Fraternity for the past twenty-two years,
and belongs to the Hamilton Lodge of Per-
fection, and Hamilton Sovereign Chapter of
Rose Croix. In politics he is a Conservative.

With respect to, his religious convictions, his
parents, we may statebelonged to, the Church
of Engl4nd, but the subject of this memoir

joined the Methodist church thirty years
ago, and for the last fifteen years held the
position of treasurer and recording steward
for Zion Tabernacle, Hamilton. He, in 18-05,
married Mary Ann, daughter of J. B. Bag-

well) of Mimico, near Toronto, and in the
same year removed to Hamilton and com-
menced piano manufacturing at the same

stand that be occupies at the present time.
The piano business was an occupation ac-

cording to, Mr. Thomas' heart, for since his
infancy he had been connected with it. [For

a sketch, of his brother, see page 261 of this
volume.] Referring in a leiigthy article to,
the Thomas establishment at Hamilton, a
,local paper said : " The Thomas piano, from
tâe outaet was.destined as a piano to be not

merely of fine glosay exterior or made for
cheap use, but an instrument in, which the

purchaser might invest and f e'el satisfied that,
with fair treat'ent, it would last a family

for a lifetime, and always be prized, as a
valuà,ble possession. From the first days of
publie exhibitons these instruments have

been subjected to, the test of impartial com-
parison with pianos of all other makers, and

it 8eems to, have been the p6ficy of the house
to, invite criticism and impartial comment

from ali sources, so that theïr instruments
raight be improved and perfected by this
method, and the retention of as nearly as

,possible the same staff of workmen.
cottonq. W. IEL, - Ëleutenant-Colonel,
Comman ant af the Royal School of Artil-

lery' Kingston, wu born in Montreal, on the
7th January, IM. He is the eldest son of

the late Henry Cotton, of the 0ivü service
of Canada. Henry Cotton wu the son of
William Miles Cotton, of England, and wu

born in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1817,
coming to Canada in 1836, and serving in

the civil sérvice for upwards of forty years.
The late Mr. Cotton married in 1847, Elea-

nor, daughter of David Ross, Q.C., of Mont-
real, -who now survives. him. David Ross'who died in Montreal, in 1837, aged sixty-

seven, married Jane Davidson, daughter of

Judge , Davidison, of , Montreal. Arthur
Davidson, afterwards judge, was - élerk of

the Court of Appeala in the Province of Que-
bec, in 1778, during the period that His Ex-
cellency Sir F. flaldimand, wu governor-

general of that province. John Ross, air
officer in Wolfe's army at the taking of Quei-
bec, was the great great-grandfathêr of Lt.,
Col. W. H. Cotton, the subject of this sketch.
W. H. Cotton was educated at Toronto and
Quebec, receiving a-general English educa.-
tion, embracing the study of classics. At the
time of the organization of the schools of

artillery, and the permanent corps connect-
ed therewîth, Col. Cotton was then (1871) &

captain in the Ottawa Garrison Artifiery,
having been transferred from. the Quebec

Garrison Artillery. He was the first cap-
tain of A Bâttery Regt. C. A., and in 1882
succeeded to his present appointment on
the promotion of Lieut.-Colouel Irwin. He

twice visited Wimbledon in connection with
,the Wimbledon team, in the years 1871 and-,
1875. Col. Cotton is a staunch member of
the Church of Enc,,Iand. He;, marrièd in'
April, 1876, Jessie, daughter of the late

John Penner, of Montreal, and grand
daughter of the late Chas. Penner, of La-
chine, who afterwards resided in Kingston.
He has, four children living, two sons and
two daughters.

SmItherse C. F., Montreal, President
of the Bank of Montreal, was born in Lon-
don, England, on the 25th November, 1822.
Th:é head of the largest bankinc, institution
on this continent, and one of the most impor-.
tant financial corporationz in the world, his
career ought to be of special interest to the
young man b.eginning life, who would learn
the secret of success. And yet, as is grener-
elly the eue with able, energetic, clear-
sighted men of business, who have attained
the highest rank in their profession, the
route by which Mr. Smithers reached his
actual goal of honour and ' influence waa, in
one sense, extremely uneventfal. Though

there is no man in the Dominion-not even
the prime minister Iiimself-whose utter-

ances are more anxious1y awaited and more
eagerly received than his ; thou,,rh bis wor ci -a

are more fateful to the mercantile commu-
nity than, was the oracle of Delphi to the

ancient Greeks ; though over . the broad
Dorainion, and beyond its borders, his fore-

casts cause deep searchingB of heart and
give, rise to " obstinate . questionings " in

financial. and commercial circles, the story
of his rise to power, 80 far-reaching, may be,
told in a few brîef sentences. Ris life may

be divided into three periods. Of these the
first was spent in hiâ native land, and it waa

during those twenty-five yearB that Mr.
Smithers'éharacter acquired the solidity and

tone whieh stood, him. so well in hiis later
career. We are often reminded-on the


