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It was said of liiiii soute A man inay bc a charming
speaker, a powerftit rensoner and even au incomparable parlianien-
tary debater, and still lack the esseiltials for party leadership. A
brillialit record in the service, and the courage of .1 very liero, (Io

not necessarily imply that their possessor lias all the qualities
required in a gencral. Au excellent private inay niake but a poor

captaiiiý Will Laurier lezid as well as lie lias followed ?
And wliat is the answer ? So firinly and ably lias the yoling

leader kept his footing, eveii on this trenclierous grotind, that the
choice of the party lias licen more thati justified, the expectations of
Iiis adinirers more thmi realized. He lias maintained an attitude

lias ainazed-I should even say disconcerted t1iciii,-were it
not for the anibiguity of tliat expression.

Offly recently ou(! of the most influeiltial of the Englisli Liberals
said to ine : " He is marvellous !" and the e\claination expresses
no more than the exact truth. For Laurier is lio ordinary leader.

'rhorouglily equipped with information ou every subject, always
ready at repartee, never to be eauglit off Iiis guard, displaying

inatcliless prudence at e%-er3, step, leaving nothing to, chance ;
charming Iiis friends by Iiis calin self-confidence and boldiiess,-

disariiiiiig his oppoiients by his courtcous fainiess, no less tlian lie
confounds theni by his siidden and brilliant attacks - lit is never

guilt), of a false inove, never perinits liiiiiself to, be talzen by surprise,
aiid, thongli lie inay not inflict a criisliiii- defcat upon the eneiny at

every encotinter, it is rarely, indeed, flint lie is driven froin the
field. It is, however, on occasions wlieil soine vital question lias
to, be disposed of, -%vlien the application of soine important econoiiii-
cal or li ii inani tari an priticiple lias to be pressed home, wlien the
suprenie and critical blow whicli is to decide the fate of a callipaigli
inust be dealt,-that 1«,,ýiurier rises Io the full lieiglit of Ilis moral
stature, and is able to spread the wings of Iiis genius to tlieir fullest
stretcli.

At sticli times let the news be whispered abroad-let it bc known
that " Laurier is to speak "-aiid the public will at once throng to
the House ; the gallerics wilI be packed witli eager listeners, all in
full expectation of witnessing a brilliant display and of licaring a
spechnen of oratory worthy of figuring ainong the noblest recordsZ> :


