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of prophecy. The greater work is to reveal God. Every truc religions
enthusiast is a prophet.

Daring as it is to say so, in the growth of Language it is certain that
the retrospect of slang from the start would be the recalling from their
nebulous conditions of ail that is poetical in the stores of human utterance.
Moreover, the honest delving, as of late years, by the German and British
workers in comparative pbilology has pierced and dispersed many of the
falsest bubbles of centuries; and will disperse many more. lIt was long
recorded that in Scandînavian mythology the heroes in the Norse Paradise
drank ont of the skulls of their siain enemies. Later investigation proves the
word taken for skulls to mean hborns of beasts siain in the hunt. And
what reader had not been exercised-over the traces of that feudal customn
by which seigneurs warmed their feet in the bowels of serfs, the abdomen
being opened for the purpose? 'I t now is made to appear that the serf was
only required to submit his unharmed abdomen as a foot cushion whule bis
lord supped, and was required to chafe the legs of the seigneur with
his hands.

It is in embryons and childhood, and amnong the illiterate, we always
find the groundwork and start of this great science and its noblest pro-
ducts. What a relief most people have in speaking of a înan not by b s
truc and formnai name, with a "lMister " to it, but by soine odd or bomely
appellative. The propensity to approach a meaning not directly and
squarely, but by circuitous styles of expression, seems indeed a born quality
of the coinmon people everywhere, evidenced by nicknames and the
inveterate determination of the masses to bcstow sub-titles, somnetimes
rîdiculous, sometimes very apt. Always amoirg the soldiers during the
Secession War one beard of " Little Mac " (Gen. McClellan), or of
IUncle Billy " (Gen. Sherman). "eThe old man" was, of course, very

common. Among th,- rank and file, both armies, it was very general to
speak of the different States they came from by their slang naines. Those
from Maine were called Foxes ; New Hampshire, Granite Boys; Massa-
chusetts, Bay Staters; Vermont, Green Mieuntain Boys; Rhode Island,
Gun Flints; Connecticut, Wooden Nutmiegs; New York, Knickerbockers;
New Jersey, Clain Catchers ; Pennsylvania, Loglier Jleads; Delaware,
Muskrats; Maryland, Claw Thumpers; Virginia, Beagles ; North Carolina,
Tar Boilers; South Carolina, Weasels; Georgia, Buzzards; Louisiana,
Creoles; Alabama, Lizzards; Kentucky, Corn Crackers; Ohio, Btickeyes;
Michigan, Wolverines; Indiana, Hoosiers; Illinois, Suekers; Missouri,
Pukes; Mississippi, Tad Poles ; Florida, Fly up the Creeks; Wisconsin,
Badgers; Iowa, llawkcycs; 'Oregon, liard Cases. Jndeed 1 arn not sure
but slang namnes have more than.once made Presidents. IlOld Hickory"
(Gencral Jackson) is one case in point. "lTippecanoe, and Tyler too,"
another.

I find the saine rule in the peoplc's conversations everywherc. I heard
this among, the men of the city horse-cars, wbcre the conductor is often
called a e"snatcher " (i. e., because bis characteristic duty is. to constantly
pull or snatch the bell-strap to stop or go on). Two young fcllows are
having a friendly talk, amid which says lst Conductor, IlWhat did yon do

beoe you was a snatcher" Answcr of 2dCnutr Nie.

(Translation of answer: i workcd as carpenter.") What is a Ilboom"?
says one editor to another. IlEsteemed contcmporary," says the other, "a
boom is a bulge." "&Barefoot whiskey" is the Tennessee namne for the

undiluted stimulant. In the slang of the New York common restaurant
waitcrs a plate of hamn and beans is known as "9stars and stripes," codfisb-
baill as "4sîceve-buttons> " and hash as Ilmystery."

The Western States of the Union are, howcvcr, as May be supposed,
the special areas of slang, not only in conversation, but in namnes of locali-
tics, towns, rivers, etc. A late Oregon-traveller says:

"lOn your way to Olympia by rail you cross arivcr called the Shookum-
Chucli; your train stops at places named Newaukurn, Tumwater, and
Toutlc; and if you seek further you will bear of whole counties labciled
Wahkiakum, or Snobomish, or Kitsar, or Klikatat; and Cowlitz, llookium,
and Nenolelops greet and offend you. They complain in Olympia that

Washington Territory gets but little immigration; but what wonder I What
luan, havîng, the whole American continent to choo0se from, would wiilingly

date lis letters froin the county of Snohomisb or bring up bis cbîldren in
the city of Nenolelops? The village of Tumnwater is, as 1 arn ready to
bear witness, very pretty indeed ; but surely an emigrant would think

tWice before hie estabiished himself cither there or at cToutle. Seattle is

8Ufficientiy barbarous; -Stelicoom is no better; and I suspect that the
Xorthera Pacifie Railroad terminus lias been fixed at Tacoma because it is

On1e of the few places on Puget Sound whose name does not inspire horror."

Then a Nevada paper chronicles the departure of a mlning, party fr0111

Pteno "The toughest set of roosters that ever shook the (lust of, any

tOw11 left Reno yesterday for the ncw mininig district of Cornucopia.

Tbey came here from V7irginia. Among the crowd wcre four New York

Cockfighters, two Chicago murderers, three Baltimore bruisers, one Phila-

delphia prize-fighter, four San Francisco hoodlums, three Virginia beats,

t1wO Union Pacitic roughs, and two check guerillas."

Perhaps indeed no place or terni gives more luxuriant illustrations of
the fermentation processes 1 have mentioned and their froth and specks

thati our Mississippi and Pacifie Coast regions at the present day. llasty

and grotesque as are some of the namnes, others are of an appropriateness

"ad originaîity unsurpassable. This applies to the lIndian words, which

are often perfect. Oklahomia is proposed in Congress for the naine

of On1e of our new Territories. llo)g-eye, Lick-skillet, Rakc-pocket and

2teaî-easy are the naines of some Trexan towns. Miss Bremer found

Wuogteaoiie the following, naines: Mens b-on;Rud

Wthed Stand-and-look-out; The.Cloud.that geasd;rn-et e S-
t.8u11 Iron-flash; Red-bottle; White-spindîe; Black-dog; Two-fah5

Ofhonour; (4ray-grass; Buslîy-tail; Thunder-face; Go-otheburningý,sod;

751.

Spirits-of-tbe-dcad. lYomen's, Keep-the-fire; Spiritual-woman; Second-
daughtcr-of-the-bouse; Blue-bird.

Certainly philologists have not given cnough attention to this element
and its results, whicb, I repeat, can probably be found workîng everywhere
to-day aînid modemn conditions, witb as much life and activity as in far-
back Greece or India, under pre-historie ones. Then the wit-the midi

flashes of humour and gcnius and poctry-darting out often from a gang of
labourers, railroad-men, miners, drivers or boatmnen ! iow often have I
bovered at the edge of a crowd of thein, to hear their repartees and
impromptus! *You get more real fun from haîf an hiour with theni than
from the books of allIl "the American humourists."- Wali Whbitman, in the
Northt Ainerican Reiew.

HERE AND THERE.

IN according so hearty a welcome te, the officers and men of C Company
on their return frorn the North-West, the citizens of Toronto did flot les
honour to thcmselves than to the littie weather-beaten force they greeted.
The Qucen City bas developed into so busy a centre, and many of its sons
and daugyhters have reccntly passed through a period of commercial depres-
Sion s0 widespread, that to flot a 'few of the thousands wio lined the
streets for hours on Monday the time devoted to the reception was an
absolute sacrifice. This remcmbcred, Colonel Otter and bis men may with
reason be proud of their wclcomc home-of its spontaneity as evidenced
both in the ringing cheers which markcd time to their triumphai mardi
througb the streets and in the magical reappearance of bunting which had
already donc similar duty on the return of their companions in arns of the
Q ueen's Own and the Grenadiers.

CANADIAN correspondents of American journals miglit make a point
of impressing upon their readers the fact that Montreal is not -Canada.
The ignorance of the average denizen of the United States about this
country is oniy parallclcd by the lack of knowledge constantly displayed
by Englishmen at home wben writing or speaking of the Dominion.
Already trade between Canada and the States lias been nearly paralyzed,
our neigbbours having been accustomed to think of Toronto as a suburb of
the pest-ridden Montreal and Ottawa * an adjacent village. lIn rcturn
perhaps the American healtb authorities will relax the absurd regulation
whicb probibits ail Tor-ontonians who bave not been recently vaccinatcd
from crossing the line.

TaERE is pertinence in the suggestion that travellers froni certain
American cities coming into Canada should submit to be vaccinated or
otherwise produce evidence of having undergone the operation witbin a
short period. lit was fromt the States that Montreal's epidem ic was
imported, and in Chicago, Buffalo, St. Louis and other cities small-pox, like
the poor, they have always.

Oua contiguity to the great Republie lias its penalties as well as its
advantages. The invisible line fortunately does not exelude the indus-
trial productions of our ingenious neighbours-provided aiways that the
N. P. impost, added to their actuai cost, does not render them prohibitive.
Neither does tbe same intangible line of demarcation serve as a barrier to
the immigration of defaulting bank managers et hoc genus. Now we are
threatened with an inundation of the lottery fiend, who bas been made
most uncomnfortable by the post-office reguiations of the States. New
Brunswick, we are informeci, bas been selected as a centre from whici to
work these nefarious scbemes, several well-known swindlers baving Iocatcd
tbemselves in St. Stephen. From that retreat they send flaming lottery
circulars by the million, ail over the United States, but are careful -to
mail none to the citizens of the country wherein they arc located ; thus
thcy violate no law of New Brunswick or the Dominion of Canada, and
for their stealings from citizensof the United States cannot be extradited
and punisbed. "These protectcd thieves," adds a contemporary, "are
millionaires, and live in the greatest luxury."

Wrîo runs may read tha moral conveyed by the coliapse of a ncw
building in course of erection on Kingston Road, Toronto. A hideous
danger lurkçs in the musbroom growth of sboddy buildings so characteristic
of the day. On every baud flurnsy tenements or rickety stores are being
flung together by unscrupulous speculators who subordinate cvery con-
sideration of sanitary fidhess or structural stabiiity to the accumulation of
dollars and cents. 'rherc is mucli useful work for the City Engineer in
this direction, and our City Fathers ought to sec that it is donc.

ATIMELY note of warningr was thatsounded by tic Mail the other day
wbcn attention was called to the dangers attending promiscuous dancing
bctween the sexes at public resorts, at so-called private Ilassemblies," or at
"lscbools." lIn too many cases the latter terms arc the mercat blinds for -
reunions wbere there is a comrningling of young mon and women which
is pregnant with danger. lIn the excitement of the pastime girls arc apt
to overlook the fact that their partners or cscorts arc pcrbaps hcatcd with
liquor, and as an introduction is considered unnecessary before asking a
female to dance it is not'difficult to sec what must occasionally be the out-
corne of such indiscriminate acquaintanceships. lit is a lamentable com-
ment upon the decay of parental control to be told that mothers who have
been appealed to in the matter have bewailed the lurking danger, but have
declared theniseives powerless to prevent the attendance of their daugliters
at these traps for tie unwary, s0 infatuated do some of 'theni becorne wit 1
the recreation.


