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It is not in the pages of the novelist that
wo ave to learn tho soxrows of humanity,
or have our sympathy and compassion ex-
gited in behall' of the sufferings of our fol-
low men. ‘Tears have thus been mado to
flow from oyes but littla acoustomed to
woop everreslmisory,—but feldom does such
sontimental grief take tho form of praglienl
benevolence., Truth is strangor than Fie-
tion, and the wrotchedness of soaety far
beyond whatmere imagination can conceive.
Novis it by having told us, by other lips,
or reading the roposts of the varied bene-
volont associations of the day, what ignor-
ance ind poverty and vice exist, that we
oan form any adequate conception of the
real wants of the world, It is Ly bringing
owrgelves into daily contact with the mas-
ses in our towns and cities ; by visiting the
homes and hovels of the poor; by seeking
out the abodes of drunkenness and death
that still are found in Christian lands, that
our pity is to bo excited and our charity
doveloped.

Thus did the Saviour of men when in tho
world. “Xo went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues and
preachmg tho Gospel of the Kingdom, and
healmg eovery sickness and every disease
among the people.” Day after day with-
out abatement he was engaged preaching
and healing the multitudes that cameo from
all parts to avail themselves of his omnipo-
tent skill. None were ever sent away un-
blessed,—none unhealed. Maladies that
had baffled thoe skill of the most experienced
physicians, and disoases that refused to
yield to the most skilful treatment, fled at
the approach afid word of Christ, Ming-
ling thus from;ﬁay to day among the poor
and disconsolate, and hearing from their
lips tho sad details of their misery and
woo, ho had compassion on them. Ho
yearned over them, and turning to his
disciples, said, “The harvest truly is’plen-
teous, but the lIabourers aro few.”

The multitude are described by tho
Evangelistsas “fainting," “scattered abroad”’
—*like shieep withouta shepherd.” Under
any cicumstances a multitude of people
cannot but deeply affect'any reflecting
mind. ‘Their diversified listories, their
vnri'ed trials and destinies, are all ealeula-
ted to" awaken serious and profitable
thought. But in the mutitudes that fol.
lowed the Saviour there was perhaps more
{0 sadden thanin ordinary crowds. Among
them were to be found the blind, the deaf,
the halt, the maimed, and the paralytic.
Many of them were poorin worldly cir-
cumstances, and many were hangry and
weary because of the distances they had
come. But they had other troubles than
thoso which spring directiv from the body
and are associated with the common ills
of life. 'Their souls were agonized under
B the pressure of bitter exporiences. They
B frinted, not so much beeause of physical in-
F  firmities, as montal and spwitual ovils.
They were harassed by the deepost anx-
jety,—Deaion down, plagued and tormented.
They were scattered abroad assheep having
no shepherd; abandoned, neglectod, out-
cast, disowned—lying about in the wilder-
ness of this world, a disorganized and un-
cared fox muititude, destituto of all outward
comfort and inward hope. TUnlike the
flock watched and tended by a kind shep-
herd, and led by green pastures and still
k' wators, theso erowds tlae foliowed the Sa-
viour were left unprotected and unprovided,
If thenr bodily diseases called forth the
sympathy and interposition of Christ, his
heart was still more pained when he saw
that no man cared fu their souls. They
had not only their suli -hare of grefs, and
cares, and privations, and sorrows that be-
long to siwful humamty, whether underan
oriental or occidental sky, 1ub they were
ignorant of the only possiblo means where-
by theso carthly trials could be surmounted,
They were spwitunlly blind, heavy laden
under the burden of sius, and destitute of
all true peace. Pardon and purity ; com-
 fort.and consolation j—--life and immortality
beyond the grave, were terms altogethior
unknown to them. Their souls yearned for
something the world could nut supply, but
what it was. and how 1t could be secured,
{key could not tell.

Many a4 the prosent day, in christiauand
in heathen lands, are in similar eireum-
stances They are famtmg—seattered
abroad like sheep having no shepherd
Uader the gospel dispensation, as under
the Jowish, nultitudes are to be found ig-
norant of the way of peace; Laving no con-
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dopravity of their chaiacter in tho sight of
God, and of their neod of atonivg blued.
They are hunyry and thisty, but kuow not
that living bread and liveng water are near
at hands They are wearied wath the re-
morse and accusations of conscience, but

*[hio statoment wos niado st o recont Missionary
Conventio. of the I lscopal Diocase of Jow Yo X,

B that in ome county of two lnndved” thonsaud® fo-
EEE  Lobitanty in 100 Stato of Now Yok, eoventy per
cont 0f vuo poopiuars altogother 1 usaad of tho
firat prineioles of Coriatialtyy and {iousands nover
henr tho divine naine montionad, ‘Thnd such o
atato of things ghould oxist i o christion countr
signalized for misstoanry realis startiing. \vhatif
3n paxty of Cannda there should be found simllar ig-
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seiousness of the nature of sin—ot the deep-

linve nover licard Chjst saying unto thom,
*Como unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you vest,™
Like holpless chifdron who have strayed
fox from home and know not how to reirace
their stops, or liko the foolish shiep wan-
doring fur from the fold, and exposed ta the
dangers of the desert and the attack of
wolves, 80 are men, whevever found, who
nre dostitnie of the solid aud lasting com-
forta which religion affords the tvonbled
soul,

Christ lind real sympathy for these faint-
ing ones.  *“When he saw the waltstudes
ho had compassion on them.” [t was not
so much the individual sorrows of the mul-
titude that ealled forth his pity s the an
that caused the gorrow and filled their life
with woe,  Sorrow and suffering wore uut
originally man's lot; at ereation lLic was in-
nocent rnd happy—puie and peaceful.
There was nothing in his conditivn to eall
forth the pity aud compassion of Lis Maker,
nor would there ever have been, had not
sin changed man’s relations te his God and
polluted tho springs of his nature. DBut as
soon as man fell all this was changed.
Honcofortli man must cither be the object
of divine sympathy, or the vietim of divine
vengoance, 'Lhis compassion which Christ
folt for sinmors when in the world, and
which he still feels for guilty man, was the
1m}mlling motive in hig voluntary surrender
of himself to death. Before o single act of
clemency or pity could be shown, forgive-
ness must be purchased, and God’s anger
pacified.  From the fountain of blood
opened on Calvary, compassion and pity
still flow t{o the sons of men. That com-
passion is as strong now as it was when
Christ offered himself upon the ecross.
Like as » father pitieth his chuidren, does
the Liord pity, not only those who fear him,
but those who fear him not.

Pity and compassion among men is too
cfton a passing emotion confined entirely to
the lips. Very frequently it never reaches
the heart, oven when it prompts.to acts of
seeming benevolence. Such is not the
character of Divine compassion. Iis sin-
cerity and genuineness is abundantly
proved, by what 1t cost to exercise compas-
sion. All the tears that the Redeemer
shed, and the anguish of soul that he vore,
were becauso of man’sweakness andsuffer-
ing. God deals with men as with erring
and ignorant children. Ho wins us back
to his love, more by kinduness and pity.
than by rebuke or punishment. Like the
compassion and solicitude that the mother
feols for her wandeqang cinld, so, 1n an m-
finito degree, 18 God's cumpassion for the
race of men. It is boundless in extent—
all comprehensive in its sweop, and lasting
in its duration. Through life he 1s 2 never
fraling friend—n denrth a strong deliverer.

Similiar compassion Christ’s followers
should feel for dying men. If wo relieve
their physical wants and seek to easo their
sufferings, we are still more called upon to
heal the hurd of their souls. It is a poor
philantliropy and a spurious morality that
exercises itself in providing for the bedy
and not for the soul; that imagines aund
teaches that men and women can be
raised to purity andhappiness by mere so-
cial comforts and secular knowledge, apart
from the blessed provision offered in tho
Gospel for tho wants of man’s entire nature.
True pity gogs boyond the mere wants of
the present; and feels for men, not simply
as tried and harasred by the commuon ills
of life, but as muserable and wretched
throughout etermty, apart from the salva-
tion that 1sin Christ. o are to pity those
the most who have no pity for themselves;—
in proportion as they are unconscious of
their misery, we are to be sohicitous for
thewr present and oternal welfare!

The true mothod for the world's evan-
gelization is further taught us in this con-
neetion, Laburers must be seunt into the
harvest ficld. The harvest is great, but the
laborers arve few. It isby lLuman instru-
mentality, accompanied by the outpowming
of God's spirit, that men we to converted.
What the world wants is mmen thus filleld
with the spird; icady to forth ane.
gather in precivus seuls s the foldof Christ.
The language implies the neesssity,of 2 ve-

tar gospel ministry, hote, inchristian and
in heathen lands.  The pgreat work of
spreading abread th. trath asit 12in Chuist,
is not to bo left to mere individusl effort,
or to ep-_ial efforte put furth in <perial cir-
emmstanees, but it 1= commiit.d to mes,
who, ccunting the costand willing to encure
ctery fom of sufering auu sclf-denind,
make 1t thoe busmess of than life. Bueh
men were the first apostles, who at the bid-
ding of Christ ehdcrinlly sarvendesed all
they had, anid fotlowed hun: and m like
masner, those who avo called to the waik
of the rwisley in modern tiucs, wcha-
quishing all worldly engagem.nte, must Je-
vote themselves entiely anlexelusively to
the great work of saving soule,

Tlus divine ordey, Lowever, dors 1ot ex-
clnde all Chuistaus fiom beeoming laborars
dn the waid's laavest filld. S-vie mwar
wook by the pea-—cthers 1o specch—rethers
Ly pivivg ov sufvine. There is abundant
roomn m the ¢liel for every gift. Nome
need be exc uded who pity fallen humamty.
Nor ma we to wa i, as seme feil us, for en
wmsual and  en'arged ontpomie from on
I'eh, That the cime™t nnd the world need
snch o vis tztron of teo rpi b, befure mil-
Ienial times el come, 19 beheved by alt
God's ehililven, and that rach a porwod of
gracisus 1evival shatl ke experienced is not
aratter of dount to oM sindents of pro-
phesy. Dut to delay mdividual or wnited
aciin us acliurch, heenmice of sneh promised
pentero tal catpouring in the atter days,
< gt ance nwepsenablo ahd wceriptral.
Ony o wicdien s, “Go ye inte all the
wer 4 pud preach the gasnel”—and “Lo, T
am with you a'wav, ever unto tl:a_cnd 9f
tho woild.” If this promso ofPdiviue aid
was stfficicat for tuwe emly chuveh, if is
surely enongh for us.

As m tho days of Chyist, 6o now the har-
vest s grent-and the lnboters are few. It
i1 hig + oy theve were Javge numbers neces-
sible.to tho gospel and willing to receive it,
how wuch movetivie is it now, when t_ho.
population of tho-globe has s0 greatly ine
creased,. and when. thore. are 8o riouy
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opemngs for a pure chustianily ? Neve ; :
wos thore o peried in the lustery of ovat | would in all probability josult in the puople
race when the hioarts of mon were mute | of Alexandrein and vicuity foniug thom-
propaveid to give n oandid heaving to thes zolves in the courso of timo futo & self-sup-
claims of truth, Nover was there a time | poxting congrogafion. '1‘{10 Protestonts
when the nstions of the enrth wers miere ; who worslip iu the place Mumber fror. T
accessible to juisslonaries and evaugclienl fo 100, anud these prit.gally bolong to the
pgencies.
puintment and frutloss seareh after happ- kept up by the students of Montreal Col-

Bestdea, the establishmont of this nusmen i

Contury after century of disap- | village. The services of the Subbath are

ness aud rest in humnn systens of 1eligion,
have mado oen eager to usp sowething
move substantial and enduring than reason
can furnish. Worae there but the men and
the means at the disposal of the Church,

§]agux They have done their put unobly.
illud it nut beon for the interest taken in

this station by the Students’ Missiouary So-
ciety, it would doubtless have beon desti-
tute of tho preaching of the Gospel alto-

searcoly is thore n pot on tho face of the | gether.

glebe where the voice of the preacher
might not be heard, 2nd a lnrge yevenne of
plory reaped to the henor of the Master.
But the laborers nre still as few rompara-
tively asin the days of Cluist.  Compared
with the millions that now atand waiting
for the living word, thore wasns large n
supply in apostolic times as thevo is now,
when all the Evangelical churches are morn
or less netively engaged in mussivtary en-
torprise. Doubtless the past half century
has given & wonderful impulse to inissions,
contrasted with former days of spimtual
deadness and parsimoniousness; but with
all that has been done, we seo but the be-
gumngs of what is domanded and what is
commensurate with tho wants of the
Church.

Such ¢ state of things is well fitted to fill
the chnistion’s heart with sorrow, and at the
same tune inspire him with a desire for
personal conseeration in the cause of Christ.
It1s sad when the fields are waving with
golden grain, and there ave found no reap-
e1s to cut it down, Wo ean unagine such a

condition of affairs though 1t Lut seldom .

oceurs.  Ruin—secarcity —famine—stagna-
tion of commerce are tho results. But who
can estimate the result of imlhidns of souls
perishing for lack of knowledge; thirsting
for the water of life, and dying of spiritual
drouth! As in the Valley of Vision wo
may say. “There are very mauy in the
open valley, and lo, they are very dry.”

Let us learn, finally, the necessity of
prayer for an increase of laborers. ‘Pray
ye the Lord of the harvest that he wculd
send laborers into his vineyard.” The
work is God’s. “Divine operation waits
upon human co-operation. God will do in
answer to prayor what will not be done
without prayer. Loud faith in the church
produces slow development of the work ‘of
salvation.” Christ is the Lord of the har-
vest. The seed is his—the ficld is his—the
harvest is his; successful laborers are his
gift and choice, and furnished by him with
gifts and graces appropriate to the work;—
and always sent in .nswer to the prayers of
his })eoplo. There never was a period in
the history of the Cliuvreli, when God refused
to answer the cries of his people for ad
ditional laborers. In every greal emer-
gency, standard-bearers have been raised,
to ndvance the cause of truth,and overcome
the powers of evil. 'The certainty of suech
supply is our warrant for aggressive offorts
in Home and Foreign fields.

If we thus realize the wants of the world,
we shall not as a church be slow to provide
the means necessary for the successful pro-
secution of Home and Foreign missionary
operatione,  Hitherto we have done but
little com;mrod to our means and oppor-
tunitics. ‘The ultinate conversion of the
world to Christ 1s not a matter of uncertain-
ty; butthe hastening or rotarding tins glo-
riousperiod depénds to a great extent upon
the fidelity of the church., Whether thou-
sands of the now living but perishing hea-
then shall or shall not listen to the glad
tidings of salvation dependsupon the united
prayers and immediate action of the church.
If we sincerely desire the speedy over-
throw of error, the enlightenment of the
degraded, and the universal spread of Bible
prineiples, we shall neither be slow to pray
nor to give for the increase of Inlorers.
Let the watchmen upon the walls of Je-
rusalem and the members of owr Zion give
the great ¥ead of the Church no rest, nor
hold their peace day nor night, till ho es-
tnbllxsh and make Jerusalem a prasse in the
earth.

THE GLENGARRY MISSION.

Editor BRITISiL AMERICAS PRESUYTERIAN.

S1r,—In your issuo of the 4th nst. I ob-
serve an article headed “Mission to Gaelie
Roman Catholies, and bearmg thoe signa-
turve of J. W. Wili you allow me & short
spnce in your paper tu present the true po-
sitiva of this mission, asit is of the grentest
impartance that the chiureh at large shvuld
be 1ade acquainted with it.

It is quite evident that the writer of that
articla is entively 1gnorant both of the na-

ture of the nussion and of the number of

Protestants in and around Alexandria.
“wThe feching,” ho says, “which sustams this
movement is akm to that which influences
the churches in Scotland to cave for tho
Scottish Colony of Saint Martin d'Auxigny,
m France.® The comparison which ke
draws betwveen these {wo settlements i not
a very happy one  m fact theve is no anal-
ogy whatever between them. Tho Scottish
colony in France was settled carly i the
15th contury, many years before the Re-
formation, so tliat all the membaers of that

¢:lony belonged to the Clauch of Rome;

whereas n number of the Roman Catholies
in Glengarry ave descended from Prolestant

|
i
! tainly is not nware of the relative positions
i
3
|

#J, W.” thinke that tho muuistors of the
remoter districts Linve both the ability and
the will to do the work required  He cor—

of these diffexent atations, or lie would nev-
or have made such an assertion, Alexan-
drin stands Letwoon two congregations, the
ome  om the south thivteen miles dirtant,
that on the north nine miles. Now 18 it
reasonable to suppose that these ministors
~—who have all they can do m their own
congregations—cnn undertake and prose-
cute successfully the work to be done in
compass of twenty-two miles 2 IHowever
willing they may be, to talk of thoeir abihty
to accomplish the work is perfectly absurd.
Their congregations will admit of no such
extrancous worh. e then closes by ask-
ing the question, **What hinders the work
of Bvangelization from proceeding among
them in the ordinaxy way ?" I would,
sin turn, ask “J. W.” what we are to under-
stand him to mean by “the ordinsry way”
of Iivangelization, If we understand right-
ly tho meanmg of the oxpressionay 1s the
very thing the Protestants of Alexandrnia
and vicinity are seeking to have established
among them, viz: The Preaching of the
Gospel. . A. B.

$Athkztt!£}cltoul Teacher,

LESSON IX,
March 2, 1878.

—

ESCAPE FROM SODOM.
Gen. xix, 15-26.

15 And when the morming arose, then
the angels hastoned Lot, saying, Anse,
take tby wife, and thy two daughters,
winch aro hero, lest thou be consumed in
the iniquity of the city.

16 And winle he lingered, the men laid
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of
liis wife, and upon the hand of lus two
dnughters ; the Lord being merciful wnto
him : and they brought him forth, and set
him without the city.

17 Aud 1t came to pass, when they had
brought them  furth abroad, that he said,
Escape for thy life; look not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the plain ; escape
to the mountain, lest though bo consumed.

18 Aund Lot said unto them, Oa, not so,
my Lord :

19 Bohold now, thy servant hath found
grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified
thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto
me in saving iny lifo ; and I eannot escape
to the mountain, lest some evil take me,
and I dio :

20 Behold now, this city s near fo flee
unto, and 1t is a httle one: 0, let me escape

shall live.

21 And he said unto him, Soe, I have ac-
cepted theo conceining this thing also, that
I will not overthrow this city, for the which
thou hast spoken.

22 Haste thee, escapo thither ; for T can-
not do anytlung till thou be come tluther.
Therefore the name of this city was called
Zoar. .

28 The sun was risen upon the earth
when Lot entered into Zoar.

24 Then the Lord rained upon Sofem

and Gomorrah brimstone and five from the
TLord out of heaven ;
i 25 And he overthrew thoso eities, and
all the plain, and all the inhabitaats of the
cities, and that which grow upon the
ground.

26 But his wife looked Lack from behind
him, and she beeame o pillar of salt.

Cox3nr TO MEMORY verses 15, 16.

Read in connection with v. 15, Numb.
; xvi. 24, 26 5 wath v. 16, Heb. i. 14; with v,
1 17, Matt, xxiv, 16=18 ; with vs, 18-22, Gen.
¢ xvii. 82 and Ps. exlv, 19 ; with vs. 28-25,
! Ps. xi. 6; and with v. 26, Heb. x. 88, 89.

PARALLEL PASSAGRS.—2 Cox. vi. 2 ; Luke
xvii. 28-80.
CeNtTRAL TRUTH.—Regarding God,“There
t 4g one laws-giver who ig able to save and o
- devtroy” (James iv. 12) 5 regarding man,
; Lauke ix. 62.
t  The points of this lesson can bo clearly
; but 1 the following order :
' 1. A Mzrerrun  Gop.—Verse 16, “the
Lord being mereiful unto him.” The mer-
¢y of God appeaved in giving Lot warning
¢ 1v. 131, and an opportunity of getting his
+ connections out ot the place ; also in hast-
+ enmg lus flight {v. 15) ; in laying hold on
hita and forcing him away ; in agreeing to
1 spave Zoar for his sake (vs, 20, 21) and in
. waiting till he had reachpd the place of
» safety (v, 22,

And Loat, with all his faults, kuew God's
morey, aud set down to 1t his deliverance,
v, 19, “tion hmst magnified thy merey.”
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fannlies. In tho village of Alexandi‘ia;LC“""’

alono there are a number whose parents,

and some who thewselves, were oviginally
Protestants. The evil of mtevnarnages

has uo doubt contributed fo n grent oxtent | toomed worlkl,
1o thng falling away ; bub to a far greater ox.

tont hos w resulted. from the Church’s hav-
mg negiected so umportant a imssion.
Now,

minister be settled i Alexandvia, who

samedine, carry on the work of evangehza.

tron muong o Roman Catholies, Whis is

the only way to counteract the Cathoue m-
fluence, which is o strong, in the vicimty,
and which has been 3o dotrimental to the
Protestant cansoin. Alexandria,

{1} Everything good comes to fallen man

3 threugh merey.  ph. ii. 4,

i2} Merey finds & way of escape fiom a
Luke ii. 78

81 Mercy sends messougers to bring us
into that way. Matd, xxviii. 19,

o . 41 Morey wurges us ovon with violonco
what wo ask of the Churen is, that a. into

that woay. Imko xiv. 28,

shall ict as pastor.to tho Iotestants in and | (5) If-'we have nay hope, itisin God's

avound tho village, nud who shall, at the !

meroy @ Ps. xxxiiit 22.

IT. MmsTenInG ANGLLS.—Whenroading
thia passage, wo must not mis¢ the shnbge
of persons. In v, 15, “tho angels hastened

ot fn v. 16.the men (augels like men
Inid hold of his hiand.  When they hm{

brought hix ouc,, their work, 3o :fa¥, Wwas.

tluther, (2 it not a little one ?) andmy soul.-

donu, A diviae person uow conied in, v,
17. “when they ed bivughi e forth
abrond, ke sndds” Tt o i thes BPonon Lot
makes roquost. . Xtis He that prants it,
and saves Zoar. Mo s the same who
heard Abrahing, el siii.

But thoe fathfulness of the angels appenrs
1 hastening Lot ; earmy toy sl belonging
to i : in laying hold of his hand and the
haud of hig wife and dawghiers.  They did
then work with their wmiht.  "Uho slow-
ness end folly of Lot and ius wife did nok
hander them.,  They did not throw up tho
work in disgust, nor quit 1t m despair,
They had instructions from their Lord, and
they obeyod,  They sot an exmnplo to
te nehots, muasters, sud all Chistian work.
ers. Ol for gruce tu do God's will as the
nngels do ! Lot us hasten nnd lny kindly
hands on sinners, to get thom-—any way-—
out of Sodom |

I Lanaknivg LoT.—What cause was
there for haste 7 God's angu was about
tu descend ; the angels hal  their work of
jndgment to do, and were m haste to do it.
The natwral conditions were being miracu-
lously nged for pumishment, and, speaking
after the manner of men. the mine was
1cady te be fived, for even in miracies God
often uses natural forces ; and Lot was told
so {v. 12}, and he lingered !

He was nephow of Abraham ; knew tho
Lord ; was n good man at heart ; knew the
sin of Bodom {2 Peter i, 6-8) ; was vexed
Ly it ; had heard the angels’ orders ; yot ho
lingetred ! Howjs this to e explained ?

1} Possibly confusion of mind had some-
thing to do with 1t; eivcumstunces new and
startling ; self-conirol difficult. We arve to
judge charitably.  Some other things Lot
did at that dreadful time can unly be ex-
plained by his being surprisod, and in that
state of mind when one does not clenrly
kvow what hie is doing. 'We should pray
for self-possession.

(2) But, after allowing for all this, we
must believo that ho is now reaping the
fruits of seed he has sown. He had lost the
Labit of promptly obeying. Sodom liad
become doar to him. His effeets were in
it. s friends were thore. Perhaps some
of his family romained behind. His sons-
in-law certainly did.

(8) Possibly he might have hoped that
something would occur to prevent tho ne-
cessity of going-persuaded himself that des-
truction was not quite so near ; that some
help might come, as Abraham had como
and delivered him when in danger before.
However it was, ho lingered.  Ho neoded
firmer faith.

Objection :  “But Lot was a rightcous
man.” Yes, but o righteous man may err
hike Lot, take wrong steps, be imprudent,
or selfish, or worldly. He may want firm-
ness, decision, or in a parncular case, faith
aud obedience, like David, or- Peter, or
Elijah.  Though life does not become ox-
tmet, as in death, it may be suspended, as
i & famt. Then he suffers, even though a
Christian. So Lot suffered.  is removal
to Sodom was a failure, for

{a) He was grieved by the sin of his new
neighbors, for whom he parted with Abra-
ham ; ch. xiii. 10, 11.

{b) o was disliked by them, “This fol-
low,” &e., v. 9.

(¢} Even lus sous-in-lnw did not believo
in him (v. 14). Inconsistent believers ear-
ry littlo weight.

(@) Ho lost ull he gained in the ruin of
Sodom. Remember Lot.

He was saved, yet so as by five ; saved,
but almost lost.
1V. His rost wire.~We uso the word
“lost” 1n relation to hax earthly Ife.  The
Scriptures do not follow hor mto the next
Iife, and wo may not pronouiice where they
donot.  “The Levd is judge.”  She was
almost saved, yet lost.  Watch the events.
Tho plain—now the shallow part of the
Dead Sen probably—was rich and fertile ;
had at least five cities; Sodomn the chief,
so most mentioned.; Gomorrah second
Jude vii.) ; Admah and Zeboim other fwo
{Hosen xi. 8), and Zoar the fifth, for which
Lot, texrified at gomng so far asto the moun-
tuins, begged (vs. 18-21). Then “the Lord
rained,” &e. v. 24); the ground likely sunk
{(“flee to the mountains”}; anl & completo
overthrow of the cities ceceurred—the fiery
storm showing God’s hand in it, and tho
burying of the place, his hatred of its sins.
Many allusions to this awful event in Scvip-
ture. See Ps. xi. 6 ; Jor. xx. 16 § Isa.i. 9.
This part of the story being finished, the
sacred writer returns to the fleeing party.
At son a part of the way, Lefore ithe aceurs-
ed spot was entirvely cleared, Lot's wife—
in Pegret at leaving, in unbelief, contrary
to the express command of God's angel (v.
17v—locked back, and was consumed on
the spot, her body becoming encrusted with
the salt which st:ll marks the desolate Us-
dum, as the place (Sodomy is still calved.

See in this awful judgment the muaning
of Luke ix. 62 ; the foxce of Dev. xvii. 14,
15 ; Luke xvii. 81, 82 ; Heb. x. 88, €.

Objection : why forbid luoking linck ?
Becauso itis n sign of the heart bleing
wrong ; and because God would shroud his
acts in awful mystery.

Remomber Lot's wife. She was marvied
to a goodman ; an auvgel licld her hand
and urged her to fleo ; she was flecing, bub
she did not follow on, and ghe perishind in
the doom of Sodom,

We may be inplous families; have God's
messengers sonf to us 3 may scem to be-es-
caping from the wrath to come ; yet, our
hearts not being cogaged, may perish.
“Remember Lot's wife.”

TOPICS FOR EXAMINATION OF CLASSES.

How many cities on the plain of Jordan
—names of the chief—how Lot came-to be
theré—character of the people—how des-
cribed in the Now festameut—how their
})Jlucu is now covered—QCod’s meserzers 0

ot—how deseribed—whe tatked with Abs
raham—who heard his prayer—who heard
Tol's prayer~—the part perforiued by the
angels—who rained down fiva—~TLot’s folly
—how explainhis lingering—how he was
hastened-—who accompanied him—why:
bidden to fleo to-the mountain—whither
did lie go—his‘wifo's sin—ihe conseguonce
~the New Testament warning=—lessons
‘from_Lot's eareer—évils-of a bad'cholcé-m
the itrue character of Lot——tho ovil miked
-with his good—how God prnishel the evid
ad the warnings to us. -
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