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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

no'v that attention is universally turned to the sabject. Indeed,
the ouly way Jett to hold them up is ** ask for the good way and
walk therein,”  Those who confess that spirituous liquors are a
Avadly poivon, and that snutf and tobacco are a needless self-indul-
genes, should of course totally abstaiu frem them, There is a lit-
tie bonk of 84 puges, which, when a candidate for the Methodist
Ministry is taken on trial, is put into his hands, as containing
sundry rules tor the guidance of his life. The gift of this same
baok, alter four years trial, is the token of full admission into the
Mimstry; itis presented by the Coutference thus inscribed, ** As
Jong a« you frecly consent to, ad earnestly endeavour to walk by
these rules, we shall rejoice to acknowledge you as a fellow-
lubwourer.”  The tollowing are Extracts:—

Page 14, * Have those iu band Jefs off sauff and drams? No.

Mauy are still easlaved to oue or the other.  In order to redress
tuis, 1. Let no Preacher touch either, on any account. 3.
Strongly dissusde our pesple feom them. 3. Answer their pre-
tences, particularly curing the colic.” (u) Aguin, in the same
page, ** Do not Sabbuth-breahing, Dram-driukiog, Sc. still pre-
vail in several places ? how may these evils be remedied? 1. Let
us preach expressly oun each of these heads.  Let the leaders close-
1y examine and exhort every person to put away the accursed
thing, &c.”  Page 27, ¢ After Preaching, all spirituous liquors are
deadly poison.”  Page 28, *“ Are there any other advices which
you would give the assistauts 7 Several, Vigorously, but calmly,
enforce the Rules concerning needless ornaments, drams, snuff,
and tobnceo.  Give no band ticket to any man or woman who
do.s not promise to leave them off.”

Page 34, * Do you use only that kind, and that degree of
drink, which is best both for your body and soul? Do you drink
water > Why not? Did you ever? Why did you leave it off ?
It not for health, when will you begin again? To-day? How
ofien do you drink wine or wle? Every day? Do you want
it?”  Page 35, “ Every person proposed, (for the office of
Preacher,) may be asked, do you know the Rules of the Society ?
Of the bandn? Do vou keep them ? Do you take no suuff, to-
baceo, drams?" TL  le of the Society referred to is, * buying
or selling spiritvous liguors, or diinking them, woless in cases of
extreme necessity.”’ (b)

The baud rule, or rather ¢ dircction,” is, (for mark, these
words are not in the rales, but were published as pait of directions
to meet the state of the t'mes in 1744,) * To taste no spirituous
liquor, no dram of any kind, unless prescribed by a Physician.”

Preachers, People, behold your rules! If you will not bestir
yourselvey for the sake of Wesley, or of consistency, or of your
own character, be persuaded to do so for the sake of those of your
members who are cvery now and then lured away from you to
your disgrace, to the injury of religion, and to the ruin of their
precions souls,  Confirn not the suspicion, eagerly caught at and
widely spread already by your enemies, *“that you love intoxica-
ting drinks too well.” If Mr. Wesley would take Dr. Codogan’s
advice, surely you may safely take that of 1000 of the first Physi-
cians of the day, whose deliberate opinion is published. * that ar-
dent spirits are injurious to persons iy health under any circum-
stuances.”

The Methodist Rules and Minutes taken in connection with
some facts relatinyg to spirit drinking in the last century become ex-
ceedingly interesting.  Fur ten years, from 1701 to 1710, the
average annial consumption of spirits in Great Britain and Ire-
land was below two miilions of gallons. There was a rapid in-
crease till, in 1742, the 1 ption of England and
AWales was nearly twenty millions of galions. London alone used
twelve and a half millions of zallons.  The country became alarm-
ed. the Mauistrates of Middlesex, (wha in 1736 reported that
there were 20,000 »pirit shops, mostly cellars, in London,) took
the lead. Petitions to Parliunent were got up, some restrictive

liws were passed, with which pyblic opinion did net coincide.
Rints ensued, tne goals were'broken jnto, the military were called
out; but amidst the bustle, the latw becamé a dead letter. How-
ever, Wesley aud bis followers caught the Bame which had been
hindled several years before, and in May, 1743, were issacd the
gouveral rules, (see above, h.)  The couference of 1744 spoke ouvt
rlaa enoagh, as quoted from the minutes /a/; and on Cbristimas-
Play this same year appeared - Dirpctions to Band Socicties.” (c)

and is again dwelt on in the minutes, as quoted from page 27. It
is thought that the observations about spirits, in the Sermon on
the use of money, were made in pli with the of
Conference. Ifso, whata noble instance of how Wesley himself
kept the rules. No nonsense about *‘ ~ant get any thing else”
with hia.  One thing is very remarkuole; the meaning of the
word * dram” has been completely altered since the date of the
Methodist rules.  Now ** dram” means a small glass of peat
spirit; then it meant a small quantity of sugared and coloured
spirit. It happened thus: when through their being the grand ins-
trument of druukenness, spirits became in a measure unfashion-
able, and an attempt was made to vestrain the use of them by hea-
vy taxation, drug sellers, to evade the law, besan to distill spi-
rits of various kinds, and ¢o their shops persons (principally females)
resorted for a dram, or two or three drams, (dram being un apothe-
cara’s measure,} of this, tha,, or the other spirit. This explains
the words * of any kind,” and *‘unless prescribed by a physi-
cian,” meaning in fact ** you are not to go to the druggist unless
the doctor sends you.”  Alas for the wisdom of those who say that
Wealey only probibited ¢ clean spirit.” Just the very reverseis
the fuct.

Though at the risk of being long, one or two quatations may be
made: * Preach expressly on this head,” says Conference. ‘* Wa
may not,” preaches Wesley in compliance, * sell any thing which
tends to impair health. Such is eminently all that liquid fire com-
monly called drams, or spirituous liquors. All who sell them in
the commnon way to any that will buy, are poisoners general. They
murder his Majesty’s subjects by wholesale; neither does their eye
pity or spare. They drive them to hell like sheep, and what is
their gain? Iy it not the blood of these men? Who then would
envy their large estates, or sumptuous palaces? A curse is in the
midst of them. Blood, blood is there. The foundation, the fivor,
the walls, the roof, are stained with blood. Like as those whom,
thou hast destroyed, body and soul, thy memorial shall perish with
thee.” * Stromgly dissuade our people from them,” says Confer-
euce. ‘ Whatever work of darkness,” says the Preacher, “is
speedily to be done, and that without any dauger of being interrup-
ted by fear, compassion, or remorse, they may in a few moments
by one draught be as effectually qualified for ¢ as if they could
swallow a legion of devils. Or, it that be all their concern, they
may at a moderate expense destroy their own body as well as soul,
and plunge through this liquid fire into that * prepared for the
devil and his angels’ Friend, stop! Why should you murder your-
self inch by inch! Why should you burn yourseif alive ? O, spare
your own body at least, if you have no pity for your soul !”

Perhaps we shall be anxious to know what good came from all
this. The opposition to Spirit Drinking, of whick opposition the
labours of Wesley and his helpmates formed the principal part,
reduced the annual consumption of spirits, for the whole kingdom,
to three millions of gallons, which was the average from 1750 to
1780, although, as we have seen already, the consumption of
London =alone, twelve months before they began to denounce
them, was 12} millions of gallons of this *liquid fire."

Better days are again at hand ; people are beginning to see their
folly in spending money on any kind of iatoxicating driuk. Be-
sides, if these drinks were ever »0 good, bringing drunkenness
with them, they will be voted a nuisauce by people in general ;
and by Methodists, it may be hoped, an especial curse.

Letters to the Editor.

LOWER CANADA.
Tnres Rirgrs, July 25, 1840.

Sir,—Tt {s some time since you heard from our Society respect-
ing temperance. During the spring, the hurry of moving, and
preparing for summer business, we had hardly any public meetings;
still our members kept faithful to their pledge. We have again
resumed our meetings, and have got an augmeutation to our num-
bers.  The signing the pledge by some of the army has proved a
spiritual as well as a temporal mercy.  Sowe of them have become
steady members of the Methaiist church, (of which I am leader.)
We now number sixty-five. It astonishes me with all the evidences




