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now they kept the bauquet in commemoration
of the dead. When all the company had
arrived, and had taken their places—the seats
of the dead men heing, as customary, left viecant
—thte hull-door was darkencd, and the guests
heheld Thorodd and his servauts enter, dripping
with water,  All were gratified, for at that time
it was considered s tokeat of favourable accep-
tance with the goddess Rin if' the dead men
came to the wake; “ and,” says the Suga wri-
ter, % though we are Christing men, and bap-
tized, we have faith in tho same token still.”
The spectres walked through the hall without
greeting any one, and sat down before the fire,
The servants fed in all directions, and the dead
men sat silently round the flames till the fice
died out, then they left the house as they had
entered it,  This happenced cvery evening as
long as the feast cowtinued, stad soma decmed
that at the conclusion of the festivities the appa-
nitiohr would cease.  The wake terminated, and
e visttors dispersed. The fire was lighted as
usual towards dusk, and in, as before, came
Thorodd and his retinue, dripping with water;
they sat down before the hearth, and began to
wnng out their clothes, Next came in the
spectres of Thonr Stumpleg and the six who had
died in bed after himy, and had been buried;
they were covered with mould, and they pro-
ceeded to shinke themould off their clothes upon
Thorodd and his men,

The inmates of the house deserted the room,
and remained without light and heat in another
apartment.  Next duy the fire was not lighted
in the hiall, but in the other room ; the farme
people reckoning upon the ghosts keeping to the
pall, But no! in came the speetrd train, and
upon the living men vacating their seatg, the
ghosts occupied thom, and sat grimly looking
into the red fire till it died out, whilst the ter-
rificd servants spent the evening in the hall.

On the third day two firegwere kindled—one
in the hail for the ghosts, and another in the
sinall chamber for the living men ; and soit had
to be done throughout the whole of Yule.

Fresh disturbasices now begaa in the fish
closet, aud it scemed as though a bull were
auwony the fish, tossing them about; and this
went on night and day. A man set the ladder
against the stack, aud clinbed 10 the top.  He
observed emerging from the pile of stockfish a
til like that of & cow which has been singed,
but soft and covered with hair like that of a
seal. The fellow canght the tail and pulled at
it, calling lustily for help. Up Tan men and
wowmen, and ali dragged at the tail, but none of
them could pull it out; it seewed sUfl and
dead, yet suddenly it was whisked out of their
hands, aud rasped the skin of their palms.  The

stack was now taken down, but no traces of |-

thic tail conld be found, only it was discovered
1hiat the skin had beea pecled off the fish, aud
at the bottom of the stack not & bit of flesh was
1eft upon them. .

Thorgunua, the widow of Thoric Stumpleg,
fell ill shortly after this; on the evening of her
harial she was seen in company with Thoric and
his party. Al those who hiad seen the tail were
now attacked, and dicd—men and women. In
tho autumn there hiad been thirty houschoid ser-
~ants at Frod-river, of these now cighteen were
dead, the ghosts had frightened five away, and
at the begioning of the month Goa, therc
remained but seven.

Things bad thus como {0 such & pass asto
render roin immincat, unless some decisive
measure were pursiued o rid the house of the
spectres which haunted it. Kiartan, accord-
ingls, determined on consulting Snorss, the
Patriarch, his mother’s brother, and one of the
shrewdest men Iceland ever produced. Kiartan
reached bis uncle’s house at Helgafell at the
game tirge that a priest arrived from Gizor
White, the apostle of Iceland. Saorri advised
Kiartan to take the pricst with him to Frod-
ziver, 1o burn all the bed-furniture of Thor-
guona, to hold & court at 1.’s door, and bring s
formal action at law against the spectres, and
thex to get the pricst to sprinkle the house with
holy water, and to shrive the survivors on the
farm. Along with him Snorri scat his son
Thord Kausi, with six men, that be might sum-

mons Kiartan's father, -considering that there
might be a little delicacy in the son bhringing an
action agaiust the ghost of his own father.

So it was settled, and Kiartan rode home. On
his way ho called at neighbour’s houses and
asked help; so that by the time he reached
Frod.river his party was considerably swelled.
It was Cundlemas-day, and they drew up at the
furm door just after the fires had been lighted,
aud the ghosts had assumed their customary
places, Kiartan found his mother in bed, with
all the premonitory symptows of the same com-
plaint which had carried off g0 muuy others in
the house. The lad passed the Spectres, and
going up to the bed of Thorgnana, removed the
quilt and curtaing and every article which had
belonged to her,  Then he pushed boldly up to
the fire pasy Aho ghosts, and took 2t brand from
it.

Tn 2 fow minutes he had made A pile of

on top, ‘The flames roared up around the luck-
less articles and consumed them. A court was
next constituted at the door, accordiug to proper
legal forms, and Kiartan summonsed Thorir
Stumpleg, whilst Thord Kausi summonsed Tho-
rodd for entering a geatleman's louse without
permission, and “ringing mischief and death
among hisretainers,

Every spectre there present was summonsed
by name in due and legal form. The plaintills
argued their case, and witnesses were cilled snd
examined. The defendunts were asked what
exceptions they had to plead, and upon their
remaining  silent, sentence was pronounced.
Eacli case was taken separately, and the court
sat long. The first action disposed of was that
agaiust Thorir, 1le was ordered to leave the
house forthwith, Upou hearing this decree of
thcd court, Stumpleg rose from his chair, and
said,—

'] sat whilst sit might,” and hobbled out
of -the hall by the door opposite to that before
which the court was held.

The casc of the shepherd was next disposed
of. On hearing the sentence be rose,—~

@1 go; better had I heen dismissed before,”
hie vauished through the door.

When Thorgrimna was ordered to depart, she
followed the others, saying,—

% 1 remained whilst to remain was lawful.”

Each-who left said a few words which evinced
a disinclination to desert the fire-side for the
grave und sea-depths.

The last to go was Thorodd, and he said,—

¢ There is now no peace_for us here; we are
flitting one by one .

After this Kiartan went in, and the priest took
Lioly waterand sprinkied the walls of the house;
then he sang mass, and performed many ceres
monics.

So the spectres haunted Frod-river no more,
and Thurida got better mapidly ; and the pros-.
pects of the farm mended speedily.

THE SNOW QUEEN.

I wasa maiden coid as ice,

)l‘y hieart was cold and hard as a stoite,
All day Jong in a turret igh

1 sat aud watclicd alone.

From yy tarret loophole forth I gazed,
Over & world that was white with snow,
I lIicededd not the dance and song

1n tho castle liall below, .

There were gallant knights and ladies gay
Inthe li;fmed castie hall Lelow;

Thoy called me 10 Join their revelry,

Nor recked if 1 esme or no.

In their carcless Joy they called me down,
It wattered not 11 came or no;

My hands were stiffand blue with cold
A3zl gazed ont over thesuotw,

My truclove camo with gentlecyes,

And looked throsgh minc down into my heart!
Th::‘iue was Jike the soft siring sun,

W bids the snow depart,

o look’d straight down into my sowt
Witheycsso po:h-c. soft, and

llofuedintoi depths,
And read my secret thero. P
Jle took my unresiting hand,
Aund kdh?ﬁe down tho umntl‘lt;‘.h. all
Thro lttering thro 1] C‘lm

ooro that was blacing thace,

To the fire that was

brushwood, and had thrown the bhed-furniture |

1e‘\warm'd my frozen hands and oot

'lir the lurge hearthestonw with 1ts ruddy dlaze,
The f10st of m{ heart began to melt

1u tho light ot his Joving gaze.

Beloved! tho wintry world ofanow

Is ctinged to gladdiest, brightest grecu;

Thy ico-bound rivers glitter and tlow
Through the sunny woodland scene.

Dearest heart! thy love so true

Uas thawd this lieart of jce und stone;
This heart to all eternity

Will beat for thee slone, C.E C.

PASTIMES.

ENIGMAS.

1. Blind am I Blind was ever from birth,
et have 3 eyes though ¥ live in the carth;
Eycs that were never intended to see,
You would think coukl not bo of tuuch service to
me, d
Of a family large and ureful am I
You hako us, you boil ug, you roast and you fry;
Aund strangely, vet true (here my paradox ceases),
‘The way to produce i3 to cut us in pleces,
2. 1 blow, I putl, I'y e, I fume,
1 6ill with wheezing all the room;
My power is so strungely grea,
‘That etz of flame I cun create.
So strong that it must take, you xée,
Your kuee and hands to manage sue;
And vet so weak, so feeble I,
‘Ihat do but prick me, and I die.

ANAGRAM.
A girl having threatened to expose a fellow shap.
mate for a theft, the reply was, ** Jraud me miss, do.*
‘The italicised words give the nawme of a suodern
novel-writer.

SQUARE WORDS.

What the carth is to & planet, and what §¢ is to the
carth.

B

A 1musical composition.
A woman's name.
A quautity of paper.

CHARADES.

1. My first is tall, and lcan, and thin,
y xecond once was Fve,
My whole smokes on the Chiristmas board,
*Tis not of sheep or beeve,
Ricls, brown, and luscious, tender fare
For cvery worlhy soul; 3
You and your second, wlhien you dine,
Should never sirst my wchole.
2. An clement most indizpensable
Four need of man, an cudicss source of wealth,
Such iz 1ny firse,  Without its genial aid,
Nor trade could be, 1tor industey, nor hieaith.
Of has my second crused & merry crew
To fi“ , 10 expostulate, to laugh;
Daudbling a copper or a siver capital,
Or (much worse uek?) reducing it one-halll
With my terrific ichole twwo deathileas men
Arvo linked forever in undying fame;
Both Jie Leucath the fuce of Rundred carth,
And cach great hicro lives but in @ name?
My 1, 8, 14, 15, 2, 6 wavesbotls on laud aud #ca.
Mv 14, 13, 11,12, 33, 15 is 2 man‘s uniffe, )
My 4, 8.9,3,7, 18, 19 is ouc whuin we all despise,
My 3§, 17, 16 was a primitive deessinaker,
Ay 10, § 19, 7 is atitle.

TRANSPOSITICNS. -
AMNNSGHEW cclchrated Falls,
BHEARC an Eugiish poct.
NUAACCO a favorite watering place.

ANSWERS TO ANAGRANS, &c.
No. 75.

Jncgrams~—~1. Bachelor's Buttons. 2. Balsa-
mine. 3. Convolvulus. 4. Sweet William. 5.
Larkspur. 6. Amaranthus.

Enigma.—Pojpe,

Charades~—1. Cobweb.

Rebus—Plum Pudding.

E.T.

3.

G.T.

3. Pracrastination.
Roast Turkey.—1.

Panther. 2. Lo! 3. Una. 4, Mass, 5. Pat
G. Unit. 7. Dudu. 8. Deer. 9. Ink. 10. Nine.
11 Gay.
Square Words—1 E A R.
EZRA.
ARMS
RASE
Prodlem.—~1200 steps.

Anagratis—Polly, Bericus, Philip, Argus,
Dido, Geo. B., Ellen,

Exigma—~ Pbilip, Dido, Polly; II. H. V.,
Arges, Ellen.
_ Charades—Bericus, Polly, Ellen, Geo. B,
Dido, G.T., Alfred H.

Squate Words—Polly, Alfced .H., Bericus,
I, H. V., Ellep, Dido. :

Redus.~Polly, Dido, Alfred H., Argus.

Problem=Bericus, H. H. V., Argus, Camp..




