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should bc rcpcatcd. Of cour!ce ny cxpericnîce ks liited, but iw
thc cases whcrc I havc u;Cd it. the gums shrink beautifully under
that trcatmîent and cone back to thcir iatural color, and ujnlrse
the alveolus is too far absorbed the resuit is satisfactory.

Dr. Pi. - \Vlen in Ncw Vork, soine two vclcs ago, I haîd
the plcasure of calling upoi Dr. Curtis at his house. As he wa.
iii the iiiidst of a surgical operation eli very kindly invite( ina it,
lis operating rooi to witness the action of volccm as an antidote
to cocain, both of whiclh lie hac just adminuistered. 1 was very
muuch plcased with tlic rcsults lie was eutting. both fron th
cocain and volaccm. The pulse of tlie patient under operation
was soncwhat afctcd, as it naturally would bc, but nothing
alarmning developed during the operation. The next day 1 wit-
• nsscd his trcatmîent of wliat was a severe case of pyorrhea
alveolaris ; but nîow, as t saw it. was well on to recovery. 1 do-
not remnember how long the case liad been under his care, but froim

his and hie patient'- description, it scemned lo Ime that hIat he had
acconplished vas quite remarkable.

Thc cause of pyorrhca alveolaris has been uider discussion by-
soDlC of our best mllen SIincc 1746, aId in 1861 Magitot associated
it with gout and rheunatisn, considering it a very complex disease.
Fron Magitot's close observationi he thought its origin was i he-
found in othcr parts of the body besides the gumns and tecth. ,r..
Riggs, in a paper read bcfore the A mcrican .\cademy Dental
Surgery, in 1875, states tlat * This discase has nothing vlatever to,
do with tic systen, but is due to accretions; of whatcvcr sour1Cc

s derived. Purcly local in its origin-the result of concretions rcar
or under the free imargin of the guns-- tlhc renoval of wlich is.
followed by cure." 1-re wc note that Dr. Riggs was one of th.
first to state positively that this discase could be curcd.

Returning to Magitot, we find him making tic statement that.
tartar is accidental a-and not the cause of this discase. And so we
nay go on reviewing the close observations of our hest thinkers.
One man says that it is wholly causcd by concretion, or a secretion
coning through the blood, vorking fron the apex of the tooth to.
the gingival niargin, vhile another claims that its origin is at, or
ncar, the gingival inargin, working down the side of the root,.
causing an irritation producing congestion, resulting in suppuration.
of the soft tissue clown to the alveolar wvall, causing an absorptioni
or necrosis of the process and eventually loss of the tooth, vhen.
pyorrlhca alveolaris disappears. To-nliglt ve have leard front
one of the latest workers, who states that pyorrlhca alveolaris is a.
symptom of a disease and not the discase itslf. I-le bclieves the
cause may be found in other parts of the body. Dr. Curtis states.
that, after the tooth is out, the alveolus should be well curetted]. I
cannot sec the wisdon of doing this, as in my cases I have not


