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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
Hbv. F. P. Hickey. O. 8. B.

PASSION SUNDAY

GRACE NEGLECTED 18 WITHDRAWN 

" JeBue hid Himeelf " (John viii. 69.)
A dramatic chapter in this, the 

eighth of St. John’s Gospel. It opens 
with the touching episode of the 
woman, taken in adultery, being 
brought to our Lord. The law con
demned her to be stoned ; they 
tempted Him, to see how He would 
judge her. “ But Jesus, bowing 
Himself down, wrote with Ills finger 
on the ground.” They asked llim 
again, then He answered : “ He 
that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her. And 
Ho went on writing, and they one by 
one went out. Had that Divine 
finger written their sins, and did 
each one see his own staring at him 
from the ground ? And the woman 
end our Lord were left alone. 
“ Woman, where are they that 
accused thee ? Hath no man con 
demned thee ? Who said, No man, 
Lord. Neither will I condemn thco. 
Go, and now sin no more."

Thus the chapter commences, and 
ends : “ They took up stones to
cast at Him. And Jesus hid Him
eelf.” What a contrast ? Our Lord, 
full of forgiveness and love, is at 
length so hurt by the unbelief of the 
Jews and their rejection of His 
Divine calls, that He hides Himself 
and leaves them.

Hid Himself ! And what was that? 
The most dreadful punishment from 
God. Isaias had foretold it. “ I hid 
My face from him, and he went wan
dering in the way of his own heart." 
(lvii. 17) And our Blessed Lord ex
plains it : “ You will seek Me, and 
you shall not find Me" (John vii. 34): 
and again : “ I go, and you shall
deek Me, and you shall die in your 
sins." (John viii. 21.) It all means 
the punishment, for rejecting God’s 
grace, is its withdrawal, and then 
what a life ! and oh ! God help us, 
what a death 1

For what is this grace of God ? 
The voice of Trod calling us, and wo 
will not hearken—the voice of God 
guiding U8, checking us, warning us, 
beseeching us ; and disobedient chil
dren, we will not heed it.

Grace is the seeking by the Good 
Shepherd for the sheep that have 
gone astray. Lost in the wilderness 
by our own perversity, grace seeks 
us out, and would bear us back to 
safety ; aud we will not.

Grace is Christ knocking at the 
door of our hearts. He would fain 
enter in. and comfort us, and win ue 
to Him again. He knocks, and we 
keep Him knocking, till even the 
patient One departs.

And this rejecting God's grace is 
meant by the words, “ They took up 
stonds to cast at Him." What more 
stinging, cutting insult could there 
be to our Blessed Saviour than re
jecting His holy grace ? The bless 
ing turns into stone, and we cast it 
back in the face of the Giver ! And 
who are they, who treat God so 
shamefully ? Those, who refuse 
this holy time of Lent to come to 
their Easter Confession. And it is 
not only those, who openly live out 
of communion with the Church, who 
treat God so insultingly, but those 
who are entangled in the occasions 
of ein, and have not the courage to 
break with them. They will do 
some day, but not yet 1 Those in 
bad habits of sin, who make no man
ly effort to free themselves. Those, 
alas 1 who pretend to be good, but 
are making bad confessions through 
false shame or foolish fear. Those 
who disobey the Church, let their 
children go to godless schools, miss 
Mass, and grow up bad Catholics. 
Those who might make husband or 
wife, as the case may be, a Catholic, 
and instead of good example and 
prayers, they give them scandal. 
Each one of these God's grace is 
eeeking out this holy time of Lent, 
and how many are deaf and disobedi
ent, despising that grace which 
would save their souls.

The misfortune is, even the pa
tience of Jesus Christ can be worn 
out. For though He is infinitely good, 
there is a limit to the number of our 
sins, and we do not know how near 
we are to the last one. The last 
one 1 Commit that, and then mercy 
is no more.

Do not put God off. Think how 
insulting it is. Our Lord comes full 
of mercy and love, ready to say to us, 
as He did to the woman : “ Neither 
will 1 condemn thee. Go, and now 
sin no more." Fear, then, to delay 
your repentance. Reject not His 
proffered graces any longer, lest 
they be withdrawn, and Jesus hide 
Himself. Oh, what a life that would 
be, and no Jesus near us to say, “ I 
am the way, the truth, and the life 1" 
(John xiv. 6.) We should be left 
groping in the darkness and the 
crooked ways of our own bad life. 
And oh, what a death 1 “ I go, and
you shall seek Me, and you shall die 
in your sins.” (John viii. 21.) No 
Jesus there to whisper words of par
don and mercy to our poor souls.

Picture our Blessed Lord now, in 
the time of mercy, and then, when it 
is too late. Now He is the sweet 
Saviour, Who does not hide Himself 
from sinners. He welcomes them 
when they fall at His feet, as that 
poor woman must have done when 
she heard, “ Neither will I condemn 
thee." She was to be stoned, and 
the stones were turned into forgive
ness by our Lord Jesus, and He was 
stoned instead. Come now to Him, 
with true contrition and a hearty 
determination to break with sin, and 
there is abundant grace yet, and the 
Saviour will lovingly forgive you.

Look at the other picture 1 Then, 
when the day of mercy is over, when 
He has hidden Himself from the

stones of rejection, when He is no
longer the Saviour, but the Judge ! 
Isaias pictures Him : “ His wrath
burnetii and is heavy to bear : His 
lips are filled with indignation, and 
His tongue as a devouring fire." 
(xxx. 27.) The outraged mercy of 
God, His rejected grace, His de
spised love, have changed the 
Saviour into the avenging Judge !

It is in our power to come to Him 
now and receive forgiveness, or 
guiltily to wait, to go on rejecting 
His grace, till He comes to us then 
to condemn us.

How can we hesitate one. moment 
to make the choice ? Dear Lord, I 
come now, in humility aud sorrow, 
to beg pardon and forgiveness ; do 
not bide Thyself from me.

THE RISE AND FA'LL

OF PROTESTANT PROSPERITY
Joeeph HuBBlein, S- J., in America

There was a time when much was 
said and written of the material 
prosperity of so-called Protestant 
countries. The voices that then 
were heard have died into silence or 
are but feebly audible «now. As an 
argument against the Catholic 
Church this vaunt of prosperity was 
never to he taken seriously. Yet we 
can readily understand its power of 
appeal to the masses, since even the 
Apostles were misled by such tests 
and standards of religious truth be
fore their minds had been more fully 
enlightened by the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. “ Blessed is he that 
shall not be scandalized in Me," 
was the warnirig of Our Lord.

Christ had not come to restore to 
the Jewish nation the vanished glory 
of Solomon, the golden splendors of 
the ancient temple, the porch of 
pillars and the house of precious 
stones. His disciples were to be 
driven from city to city, and men 
were to glory in afflicting them as if 
performing a service to God. Christ 
Himeelf was to be, in the eyes of 
the world, the most monumental 
failure of all. Only when Ho was 
lifted up upon the Cross was He to 
draw all things to Himself.

Yet from the teachings of His 
Church there was to spring, as the 
flower from its seed, the most perfect 
material civilization the world hod 
seen, 'j he paintings of Raphael, the 
sculptures of Michael Angelo, the 
poems of Dante, and those majestic 
cathedrals whose beauty and value 
the modern world has just learned 
to appreciate are eloquent expres
sions of hor great ideals. Wherever 
the Catholic Church advanced there 
likewise sprang up thousands of 
nameless builders who wrought into 
monuments of stone the inspirations 
of their faith. There, too, were to 
be found in every city and town 
those splendid co-operative associa
tions, the Catholic guilds, which in the 
period of their perfection expressed 
the truest ideals of human brother
hood and the highest principles of 
economic justice aud Christian char
ity to which the world has yet 
attained.

But time came when the statues 
in her sanctuaries were smitten to 
earth by the destructive mallet of 
the Reformer ; when her libraries of 
classic and patristic lore were pil
laged and hêr archives scattered to 
the winds ; when her guilds were 
ruthlessly stripped of their accumu 
lated wealth devoted to charity and 
the service of God ; when her richly 
illuminated missals, bright with gold 
and all the living colors borrowed 
from earth and sky, were cast upon 
the blazing pyre ; when her storied 
windows, all aglow with scenes from 
Holy Writ and the lives of saintly 
men and women, were broken into 
thousands of fragments ; and the 
matchless music of her Solemn 
Masses, that rolled in mighty bar 
monies through the high cathedral 
vaults, was silenced by relentless 
edicts. The creed of sixteen centur
ies of Christianity, the perfect and 
complete expression of the Gospel 
teaching, which alone had given 
being to all this mighty art, had 
suddenly become a pernicious super
stition in the eyes of men whose 
own lives bore no imprint of the 
sanctity of Apostolic times. Enter 
today the doors of the world’s 
greatest museums and view the 
wonderful collections of paint
ing, sculpture, architecture and 
the marvelous works of the loom, 
and you will And yourself standing 
in bewilderment before the mere 
fragments and remnants of Catholic 
art.

Yet when this had been swept 
away, so far as the hand of man 
could complete its ravages, and the 
desolated fanes had been newly dedi
cated to a worship which their 
builders would have abhorred no 
less than the Egyptian idolatry, a 
new culture arose. It began in Ger
many and soon took even more ex
clusive possession in more northern 
lands, while Catholicism, which 
nowhere could be completely de
stroyed, retained unbroken bold in 
the more sunny countries of Italy, 
France and Spain. Yet even into 
these lands the new culture spread, 
in spite of their ancient and Apos 
tolic Faith.

Upon that new culture is based 
the Protestant prosperity of which 
the world was for a time to hear so 
much, and which today is weighed in 
the balance and found wanting by 
the universal consent of mankind. 
Sociologist», economists, labor union 
iats, Catholics, Protestants, Jews are 
all in accord upon this one fact : 
that the new civilization, as it gradu
ally developed since the days of the 
Reformation and reached its com
plete expression in the years imme
diately preceding the great world
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OWES HER LIFE TO 
“FRUIT-HIVES”
The Wonderful Medicine, Made From 

Fruit Juices and Valuable Tonic».

MADAME ROSINA FOISIZ
asltTni

29 St.Rose St., Montreal.
“I am writing you to tell you that 

I owe my life to ‘Fruit-actives’. This 
medicine relieved me when I had 
given up hope of ever being well.

I was a terrible sufferer from 
Dyspepsia—had suffered for years ; 
and nothing I took did me any good.

I read about ‘Fruit-a-tives’; and 
tried them. After taking a few 
boxes, I am now entirely well. You 
have my permission to publish this 
letter, as I hope it will persuade 
other sufferers from Dyspepsia to 
take ‘Fruit-a-tives’ and get well”.

Madame ROSINA FOISIZ.
“Fruit-a-tives” is the only medicine 

in the world made from fruit.
60c. a box, 6 for $2.50. trial size 25c. 

At all dealers or sent postpaid on 
receipt of price by Fruit-a-tives 
Limited. Ottawa.

war, was a dismal failure and a sad 
mistake. There can be ro disagree
ment on this,-however the minds of 
men may vary in their proposed 
plans of social and economic recon
struction.

That the material prosperity from 
which the world has turned in pro
test today is essentially the result of 
the Reformation, no one can doubt 
who has wisely studied the econ
omic history of the past four centur
ies. Such it has always been pro
claimed by Protestants themselves. 
Careful reflection will show that it is 
based upon strictly Protestant prin
ciples, not in so far as these princi
ples are Christian, but in so far as 
they are Protestant, that is in 
opposition to Catholic doctrine. It 
is important that this great 
truth be thoroughly grasped in order 
that the new reconstruction may be 
based upon more sound and lasting 
foundations. There is supreme need 
for Protestant and Catholic alike to 
find the reason for the failure of the 
past and to base the new social 
structure four-square upon the un
changeable and indestructible rock 
of Christian principles.

It is true that the new Protestant 
culture brought a certain type of 
prosperity. It is true likewise that 
this prosperity reached its culmina
tion before the world war. But it is 
equally true that it differed in an 
essential way from that Catholic 
ideal of true prosperity which the 
world is seeking again today, though 
it is still blindly groping in the dark
ness after Socialist delusions and 
deceptive dreams. It rests with the 
Church to show the path to real 
Christian Democracy.

Protestant prosperity was first a 
civic and later a national prosperity. 
It reached its highest development 
in modern Germany and England. 
In its nature it was never identical 
with the common good, as true pros
perity must always be. The latter 
provides for the real good of all ; the 
former for the inordinate enrich
ment of a fe#r< Upon this excessive 
opulence of the wealthy classes the 
claim of the false prosperity was 
founded. It is a commonplace of 
history that the greatest oppression 
aud impoverishment of the masses 
can coexist with the highest external 
splendor, wealth and material cul
ture of a nation. Such were the 
conditions in Rome and Greece in 
the day of their decadence. Such 
was the splendor of ancient Egypt, 
of Babylon aud Nineveh. More sig
nificant thap men commonly under
stood was that question asked in one 
of our prominent secular "magazines : 
“ Is America riding to a Roman 
fall ?" The same question could 
have been asked ne well of England 
and of Germany, or of Qther coun
tries which had all in a greater or 
less degree adopted false economic 
etandarda.

Strange, therefore, though it may 
still appear to some, the peculiar 
nature of the new prosperity wan 
not directly due to the invention of 
machinery but to the newly invented 
doctrines of the Reformation. Such 
statements are not made in the 
carping spirit of criticism, but are 
based upon evidence. The new 
teaching rejected the Scriptural 
truth that Christ established His 
Church not merely for the adminis 
tration of His Sacraments, but like
wise to keep His doctrine pure and 
undeflled to the end of time. He 
had for this purpose promised her 
freedom from error by the assurance 
of His abiding presence. All this 
the Reformation ignored. The 
Church was no longer regarded ns 
the official interpreter of the Sacred 
Scriptures, though these Scriptures

themselves wltrn us that men, left 
to their personal interpretation, may 
wrest them to their own perdition. 
Each one might read out of the 
Bible or into it bis own favorite pre
judices. This false individualism in 
religion eoou had i s parallel in the 
false economic individualism on 
which the Protestant prosperity was 
founded.

In all social and economic rela
tions the Church demands that the 
common good be first and alwàys 
kept in view. All private privilege 
must yield to it. But with the new 
doctrine a new ethicul code arose. 
Each one sought, under the new in
dividualism of the Reformation, to 
enrich himself to the utmost without 
regard for the common good of his 
fellow-men. In Catholic tiroes this 
tendency of fallen nature would like 
wise have striven to exert itself, but 
against it there would have stood 
forever the teaching of the Church. 
Under the new individualism the 
duty of State interference and regu
lation was furthermore ignored, 
since the State too interpreted the 
Bible after its own prejudices. This 
meant a slavish compliance with the 
desires of the rich aud powerful who 
asked for uothiug more than an ab 
solute freedom of individual bargain
ing with labor. The latter was thus 
stripped of all its power of collective 
action which the Church so jealously 
safeguards. As a consequence enor
mous individual fortunes soon grew 
up side by side with the most abject 
impoverishment and oppression of 
the masses.

Though labor, after centuries of 
struggle against these false princi
ples, regained many of its rights, yet 
discontent and dissatisfaction grew 
3Ien could but ill conceal their dis
quiet at the intermittent volcanic 
rumblings that waxed constantly 
more ominous beneath the bright 
surface of the new social and econ
omic prosperity for which Protestant
ism was so eager to take the full 
credit.

In vain did Catholic leaders like 
Bishop Ketteler in Germany, Car 
dinal Manning in England and the 
great Pope Leo XIII. point out the 
deception underlying this Dead Sea | 
fruit. In words never to be forgot
ten the Pontiff thug described both j 
the history aud nature of the false 
prosperity at a moment when it was 
approaching its very zenith and was i 
receiving the adulation of its wor
shiper» :

11 The ancient workmen’s guilds 
were destroyed in the last century, 
and no other organizations took 
their place. Public institutions and 
the laws have repudiated the ancient 
religion. Hence by degrees it has 
come to pass that workingmen have 
been given over, isolated and de 
feneeless, to the callousness of em
ployers and the greed of unrestrained 
competition. The evil has been in
creased by rapacious usury, which, 
although more than once condemned 
by the Church, is nevertheless, under 
a different form but with the same 
guilt, still practised by avaricious 
men. And to this must be added the ! 
custom of working by contract, and 
the concentration of so many ; 
branches of trade in the hands of a 
few individuals, so that a small 
number of very rich men have been ! 
able to lay upon the masses of the 
poor a yoke little better than slavery j 
itself."—(“ The Condition of Labor.") ^

Such is the true picture of the ! 
misery that lay hidden beneath a : 
mere public or national prosperity. 
Since that time conditions have 
changed considerably in many re 
garde. Labor has asserted itself and 
is fast gaining strength. The future 
fate of the nations is likely to turn 
upon the question whether labor 
will use its power prudently, justly 
and religiously. A new era is dawn
ing, a great world • crisis to 
which the struggle of warring na
tions is only a prelude. There are 
glorious prospects for the world 
today if it will heed the voice of the 
Church : “ Not in Socialism," she 
cries in accents of earnest warning,
“ not in capitalism aa based on the 
Reformation, but in Christian co
operation lies the hope of the 
future !” Only through a return to 
her can this hope ever bo fully rea- 
alized,

GOD AND SAD 
MOTHERS

Many mothers aro sad these days 
and they are expressing their sorrow 
in hot burning words that appear to 
make their letters tremble with emo
tion. Their sons are at war, ex
posed to a thousand unprecedented 
dangers on land and sea, and ma
ternal anxiety overflows the heart in 
language pathetic and appealing. 
No doubt this is quite natural, and 
none save the heartless will rebuke 
it. Bnt then there are both cause 
and room for emotions other than 
sorrow. It is no small blessing to 
have mothered a hero, and our sol
diers are heroes. It is splendid to 
help rescue nations from tyranny, to 
die that oth.rs may re-enter into 
their heritage of liberty, living once 
again their own lives free from the 
tyrant’s yoke. Mothers’ souls might 
well leap with joy over the realiza
tion of ,the feet that their sons are 
victims on the altar of freedom. 
And is it nothing that so many war
riors have at last found God and 
“ shown ua God " ? Their sublime 
heroism has been blessed from 
on high and in reward for their 
ready obedience to the voice of auth
ority, God has drawn them closer 
than ever to Himself, while the 
world looks on and from the war
riors’ noble deeds of love and cour
age learns to glance from earth to

Heaven, there to see the |fnco of the 
Father : a matchless blessing, for in 
God alone lies hope of better things ; 
through Him alone will come neace 
to this blood drenched earth lacer
ated by the claws of bate which was 
horn of the disappointed greed of a 
few men who rule the destiny of 
powerful nations. Surely in this at 
least is consolation to overtop the 
sorrow of soldiers' mothers that their 
sons aro as glad tidings to many who 
sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death.—America.
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Cruel PILES
Dr. Van Vleck Found Genuine 

Relief Which Is Healing 
Thousands

To anyone suffering from Piles w 
make this unlimited offer : Send us you 

addreee and retui 
mail will bring you 
regular Dollar Pad 
age of Dr VanVIeck 
3-fold Abeorptio 
Treatment for ltd 
ing, Bleeding, Pr 
truding Piles, ar 
such Pile trouble 
all in plain wrappi 
-TO TRY FREI 
Dr Van Vleck. e: 
surgeon U S. Arm; 
"pent forty yeai 
perfecting hie no 
world femous Al 
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knife, no pain, r 
doctor bills just 

eimplc home treatment that can be tried by an’ 
one without vont. Then, after trying, if you ni 
fully satisfied with the relief and comfort it giv< 
you. send us One Dollar. If not. it costs yo 
nothing. You decide and we take you 
word. We don't know how we could show moi 
unbounded faith in our remedy. It is relievin 
almost every etage and condition of Itchini 
Bleeding, Protruding Piles, even after whole Iif< 
tunes of misery We have received hundreds < 
letters telling of the success of this remarkab! 
effective system after everything else, includin 
costly and dang -rous operations had failed, eve 
after 30 and 40 years of Buffering. The mild» 
cases are ofteh controlled in a Bing I 
day. Won’t you try it at our expense 7 Addrei 
I)r Van Vleck Co, Dept. PxlO, Jackson, Micl 
bend no money. Send today-

ABSOR9,ne

will reduce inflamed, swollen 
Joints, Sprains, Bruises, Soft 
Bunches; Heals Boils, Poll

Evil, Quitter, Fistula, or 
any unhealthy sore
quickly as it is a positive antiseptic 
jmd germicide. Pleasant to ucc; does 
not blister under bandage or re 
move the hair, and you can worl 

7 ,be horse. 52.00 per bottle, dciiv
ered. Book 7 K free. 

ABSORBING, JR., antiseptic liniment for mankind.
Reduces Painful. Swollen Veins, Goitre, Wens, Strains. 
Bruises. Mops pain and inflammation. Price SI.0U per bottle 
at dealers or delivered. Will tell you more if you write. 
Manufactured only by
>V.r. YOUNG, P.D.F 299Lyman: i Bldg.,Montreal, Can.

Absorbloc and Ahsorbine. Jr., arc nude In Canada.

WHOOPING COUCH SPASMODIC CROUP 
BRONCHITIS CATARRH COLDS

Est 1879

ASTHMA COUGHS

A simple, safe and effective treatment avoid
ing drugs. Used with success for 35 years.

The air carrying the antiseptic vapor, inhaled 
with every breath, makes breathing easy 
soothes thesorethroat, 
and stops the cough, ” 
assuringrestfulnights.
Cresoleneis invaluable 
to mothers with young 
children and a boon to 
sufferers from Asthma.

Send us postal for 
descriptive booklet
SOLO BY DRUGGISTS

VAPO - CRESOI.ENF. CO.
Leeming Miles Bldg.Montr’l
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ïThé D.o.o. Company I
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FREE

Relief
from

Skin Disease
Just send now for a liberal trial 
bottle of D. D.D, Prescription, the fam
ous liquid wash. A few drops from this trial 
do!tic will streep away all suffering. You 
will feel that welcome relief for which you 
have always Loped. Scud for this free teat today.

Prescription
The soothing oils of D. D. D. hnve no 
equal in the cure of the skin, riiysiclans 
have used oilofwintergreen, thymol, glycerin 
and the other ingredients con taiued in D.D.D. 
with great success in the cure of the skin.

Free Trial Bottle
Try D.D.D. Send today for the generous test 
which will bring you relief absolutely free. Enclose
ten cents to cover postage,

D. D. D. Laboratories
Dept. C 3

142 Mutual Street, Toronto

McShane Rell Foundry Co.
BALTIMORE, MD. 
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Trust to God to weave your thread 
in fhe web', though the pattern 
chows it not yet.

Mum 721B 117 Yonge Bt. 
Toronto
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CUT FLOWERS 
CANDIES

Order by Phone — we deliver
HP- Watch our Ade. in Local Dailies Thursday

Earn Money Knitting at Home
Many women using Auto- 

Knitters at home can earn $1 
or $2 per day, knitting hosiery. 
The work is pleasant and easily 
learned, and gives one steady 
employment the year round. 
Write to-day to Auto-Knitter 
Hosiery (Canada) Co., Ltd., 
Desk 215 D, 257 College Street, 
Toronto, and enclose a 3c. stamp 
for particulars as more workers 
are needed at once. ri ■
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Aerial warfare is flaying a most important 
rolt in this world war. Without our Aviaton 
the artillery would be blind and useless.

Those who have to endure Intense and nerve Trick
ing duties nerd to l>e primed up and fortified for the 
occasion. There must bo no clog lit the smooth run
ning machinery of the human body. Eyes mtist bo 
clear, brain quick and body normal, in order to 
meet these necessities proper care must be givetr to 
diet. Food must be consumed that is rich in Carbo- 
Hydrates. Proteins and Fats. COCOA—when mixed 
with milk is the ideal food drink to meet these re
quirements. It is a safe and sensible way to nourish 
the human body, for all times when qui’kness. accu
racy and endurance are expected and when indecision 
spells defeat. For the best and surest results be euro
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REGAL SWEET CORNS
Golden Bantam—A very early, hardy, productive variety, 

and of unequalled quality and flavor ; it is a rich orange 
yellow color.

Livingston Early Sugar—An early white variety of large
size, and grand quality ; sweet as sugar.

StowelVs Evergreen—The standard main crop, white
variety, very large and of splendid quality and flavor. 
Prices : each of the above, # lb. 20c ; y2 lb. 35c ; 1 lb. 65c ; 
postpaid. By express at purchaser’s expense, 1 lb. 55c ; 
5 lbs. $2.40 ; 10 lbs. $3.75.

FREE: Our illustrated US-vw catalogue of Seeds, Plants. Pulbs. Carden Implements, 
Poultry Supplies, Etc., mailed you on triplication,
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