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ed Ministers

and the Priesthood.

Should Converted Married Ministers be Allow-

ed to Retain Their Wives and

- Become

Priests ?

(Louis O'Donovan, D.D., in the Ca tholic World for October.)

Several months ago ﬁm.eex‘? non-Ca-~
tholic ministers, almost Bil'l'lllh.alne-
ously, ‘‘went over to }lome, and
the belief obtains in high places that
very many more would soon follow
were they, being married men, al-
Jowed to become priests and keep
their wives. To 'them, therefore, if
not also to us, it cannot be an  un-
interesting question whether or not
the Church should offer such terms
to these ‘‘other sheep.’”” And when
we recall thatt not many years ago
in England, a minister ‘br_uug'ht his
whole congregation with -_hlm
ho came into the L}a,'.h-ohc_ Church,
one may fancy the pmporpon‘s that
might be assumed by a tldal_ wave
«Romewards”’ were the dyke of
priestly celibacy allowed to sink be-
fore the sea of prospective  home-
coming ministers on both sides of
the Atlantic.

The question is not,{ of , course,
whether or not celibacy is to be
maintained as a sine qua non f(_w
the clergy in general. thh(“r‘m it
whether or mot converted ministers
shall be allowed to marry after be-
ing ordained  priests. Bu_L whether
or not non-Cathome ministers al-
ready married, may become (';\ll}o-
lic priests and continue to live
with their wives.

Further, it is not intended here to '
discuss the probable gain in numbers
by lay accretions from the wvarious
nz)nA(’ut]\nllc secty, were such a step
taken. Neither shall we question
whether such expected converts
would prefer as guides, confessors
and directors, thelr one-time mar-
ried non-Catholic ministers and their
then’ married Catholic  priests—
whose time and means must then
necessarily be divided between fami-
ly and flock—or whether they would
rather be directed and led by life-
long celibate priests.

We leave aside also the question
of probable shock ard its scandalous
consequences, in gravity amnd num-
bers, were such news borne to the
ears of the Catholic faithful. And
this even though it were explaired
to be only an exceptional, extraordi-
nary case of the Church becoming
“all things to all men in order that
(she )might save all”” (I. Cor. ix.
22).

We also pass by the probability of
non-Catholic  laymen or
who contemplate entering the Church
and the priesthood, taking advan-
tage of this relaxation to marry be-
fore entering upon their studies for
the priesthood. Finally, we do not
raise the issue whether married Ca-
tholic laymen would, or would not,

ask that they, the children to the
manor born, be accorded equal pri-
vileges with  outsiders, and, a

least, material neretics, should they
wish to become priests.
HISTORIC PRECEDENT.

Cutting off all these questions, in-
teresting and important though they
are, the question of historic prece-
dent only is here considered; namely,
what has been the Church’s practice

in the past in sucn a situation—
quod  semper, quod ubique, quod
ab omnibus. Nor shall we oom-

sider what individuals have asserted
as their personal convictions, even
though it should be g St. Jerome

asking: “What is practised by the |
Churches of the Oriemt? What by
those of  Figypt and

See?”’ and then answering:

they receive either virgin or contin- | plicitly of priests
had ' who
they cease to be married.”” 'jegislation
No matter if it he a Pope St. Gre- |priests and deacons to marry

ent clerics:
wives,

or if thein clerics

when |

ministers, '

the Apostolic |live with their wives. :
“For | it is true, while sdying nothing ex-

| shiops, priests, and. ‘ieacons and als
|clerics in the ministry to separate
from their wives and rot beget chil-
| dren’’ { Hefele, - Councils, Book I,
|sec 183). Here is the first synodal
legislation on celibacy, and the note
 struck is quite clear and to our
poirt, showing no uncertainty or

| compromise in Spain, at least in
‘t‘ho_ carly fourth century, and im-
plying that the same had always
 been in vogue, at least generally, if
not indeed, universaliy.

COUNCIL  RECTIFIES ERRORS.
Not ten years later, in 314, near
t\vhcrc the Rhone debouches into the
h{l!dltex'l'Lxxltnxx, a great number of
\bl:?‘-hops, estimated variously at from
‘L-h;rty—thrce to six hundred, from all
‘l.l‘m provinces of Constantine’s Em-
pire, held the great Council of Ar-
les. Its purpose was to rectify
abuses that had arisen fron the Do-
natist schism. And while it was
not an cecumenical council, yat it
(has been called a general council of
the West. In its last canon (sixth
! or twenty-ninth) it declares: ‘“We
exhort our brothers that priests and
levites do not live with their wives
bLtCz.LU!sU they are occupied with (iiL“\:'
ministration’’ ( Hefele, Councils, m'(:,
15). The tome of legislation em-
bodied in this canon, it will be no-
ticed, is less imperious than that of
Elvira, and it embraces the senti-
ment of a far vaster part of the

Church—all the West.

This  same year,
Council, Book I, sec.
rumber of bishops, variously put
jdown as from twelve to 1-iuinw-u,
met at Ancyra in Asia Minor, to r
! adjust matte there aifter the per-
secutions. The-tenth of the twenty-

314 (Hefele,
16), a smaller

five canons formulated was: G € §
deacons, at the time of their ap-
pointment (election),  declare that
they must marry, and that they can-
not lead a celibate life, and if ac-

sordinglys they mar
{tinue in their ministry, because the
bishop (at the time of their insti-
tution) gave them leave to marry;
(but if at the time of their election
they have not spoken, and have
agreed in takirg holy orders to lead
a celibate life, and if later they
ymarry, they shall lose their diacon-
ate’” ( Hefele, Councils, sec. 16) Here
is still greaiter leniency in ~words
yet the wording implies that as a
general thing it was assumed by

, they may con-

the very fact of ordination that the
| candidate intended celibacy, and
should he wish to marry he must

| S0 declare before
ship. It should he noted,
that there is questior only of
|diaconate, gqnd that nothing is
cof the priesthood.
| Of. priests who
nation, the Synod
lin Cappadocia, Asia Minor, held be-
|cyra and that of Nicaea in 325, de-

receiving deacon-
though,
the
said

marry after ordi
of Neo-Caesares

| tween the date of this Synod of An- |

clar in its first of fifteen canons,
that: “If a priest marry, he shall
| be ramoved from the ramks of the

|elergy’’ (Hefele, Book I., sec 17) If
| therefore, we interpret the mind of
! Ancyra by the text of Neo-Caesarea,
50 near in time and space, Ancyra

would forbid all mal_*r;cd life for
! priests. :

So far, then, legislation in the
{West and Fast forbids priests to

In the East,

already married

remain with their wives, the
positively forbids both
after

gory the Great writing to his Sub- |ordination, and, by implication, for-

deacon Peter in Sicily that: Tt
seems good to me that from the pre-
sent day all bishops be notified not |
to presume to make ary one a sub- |
deacon unless he has promised to
live chastely. But those who,
aften the prohibitfon, will not live
epart from their wives, we do not
Wwish' to receive Holy Orders.”
Leaving aside all these ancillary
questions, we shall consider only
more or less general laws, formulat-
ed by early synods, that is, during
the fourth, fifth ard -sixth centuries,
in both the east «nd the west, Lest

bids priests already married to live

with their wives.

NICAEA PASSES LAW.

One naturally desires to know
what legislation om celibacy was
passed at Nicaea. Here, in Asia,

soventy-five miles southeast of the
presert Constantinople, the first
truly cecumenical council met, A.D.
395, and over three hundred bishops
were present. The third of the
twenty canons Says: “The ~g-rmt,
synod absolutely forbids, and _lt can-
not be permitted to either bishops,

some be shocked by statements here-
inafter made, let them bear in mind
that, laws are made for tthe worst,
the relatively few, and are no indi-

cation of the monral status of the I
generally good. They should = not |
lose sight of our Lord’s own warn- |

ing, “‘that scandals meeds  must
come’’; that even among tthe Twelve
Aposties one fell afoul of the most
5 And then, too, it

that these
about to

un-
be |

priests, or amy other cleric, to have
in his house a suneisaktos (subin-
troducta ). with the exception of his
mother, sister. aunt, or such other
persons as are free from all suspi-
cion’’ (Hefele, sec42). But  what
does the term subintroducta mean?
Does this forbid ‘‘spiritual’’ ~ mar-
riages, real marriages, or docs it
forbid  all women but the true
wives? Hach opinion has its sup-
porters (Hefele, loc. cit.). And
hence fhe Fathers of Nicaca arenot
clear, for us at. least, on this point
whatever they might have been for
\t Rome, in. 886, eighty xblshtg),u

2 “We

T
| FRANCE'S STRING

) ’ever, are not so bournd”  (Hefele,
Africa seems,
the
unqualified celi-

| Book VIIL., sec 13).
|Lhn3relore, to have stood with
West for absolute,
baey of the priesthood.

Turin addre:

{eight canons  to the Gallican bi-
| shops, and declared: ‘“No one who
| he been ordained irregularly, or

| has hegotten childron while discharg-
|ing the ministry of the Chunch, may

“ln' promoted to any higher grade’
| (loc. cit.) The parallel here  im-
plied between irregularity and fa-

fit,h"r‘hnmi in the priesthood of course
| precludes the latter from being per-
;’m?Mwl to priests. Tt would seem
{that the Gallican bishops appealed
| to Rome on some points of this let-
| ter, and the next year, 402, the
Synod of Rome, under Pope Tnnocent
| 1., deereed among other things that:
| “Bishops, priests, and deacons must
remain unmarried’”’ (loc. ¢it., p.114,
can 3) No doubt, therefore,
S ever to have clomded the le-
gislation of Rome on.this point.
T CANONS
In the year 441 a synod was held
lat Orange, i south-eastern Irance,
when thirty canons were formulated
The twenty-second is: ‘‘Married men
shall not, henceforth, be ordained
deacons, unless they have previously
vowed chastity.”. The twenty-thi‘d

This same year, 401, a synod at
ed a synodal letter of
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heousewife

is: ‘‘He who, after receiving ordi- on lnvested s 9'015 000
nation to the diaconate, shall live < B ’
{ with his wife, shall be deposed.’” | G or Security of 4 5
Yet, in a more indulgent strain, the | "% y Holders $ 6 ‘580
twenty-fourth declares: *‘Those, how- ‘ tiead Offices—Londor and Aberdeen
lever, who at an earlier period(be- | ® Branch Offico for Canada @
{fore the passing of this law) were | 88 Notre Dame Street West. Montreal
ordained  deacons, and have fallen | ROBERT W. IYRE' llﬂlgel‘ for Canada
back into married intercourse,  are |
epted 1 is ishane! jut,
excepted from this punishment. Bu . MONTREAL c-lTY AGalite
in accordance with the decrees of . Y
Synod Turin, they must not ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
hieamiod 01 S 2 nitv.’’ And | ARTHUR BrowNING, FrED, G. Rm»,
be advanced to further dignity.” Anc 228 Board of Trade: NDeEL Jehs ot
canon twenty-fifth  is: ‘‘Persons | Tel Main 1743. el. Main 10es
e ata sase they are re- | WiLLiam CAIRNS, 33 8t. Nicholas St.
twice married, in ¢ 1%1. k.l\ T | 'l‘q\']\ia“‘sagl
ceived into the number of the clergy 3 i
o S luct CH:3. A, BURNE, JouN MAcLsAN,
by reason of their upright conduct, 83 Notre Dame St. W. 83 Notre Dame 8¢ W
shall not be advanced higher than } Tel. Main 1539. Tel, Maim 1999
the sub-diaconate’” (Hefele, Yook X, | FRENCH DEPARTMENT ¢
sec, 162). Hereby not only priests, | o poypg, GRG. H. THIRAULT,
but even deacons, arc prohibited 10 | g3 nNotre Dame St. W, True Witows
have wives unless married before the \ Tel, Main 1539. Yol Maln
law was [-x'mnu!lr::\tvtl.
The Second Synod of Arles n.;‘
or452) cnacted fifty-six  canons, | A3, da Dn nati
the second declaring: ‘‘A°  married !l] (j l ;
man is not to be made a priest un-
less his conversion (i.e., VOWw of Are The Best.
chastity) has preceded’’ (Hefele
Book X soc 164 ) . Nothing clearer,
or more to the ]mnll(, <".‘:le141 I;u -,|]<\/u-4'|1 Specialties in Cuaranteed
in our inquiry n 46 a dozen - -
Gallic bishops met at the Synod of French Trusses.
Tours and pe +d thirteen canons,
the first being: ‘‘Priests and le-

vites are exhorted to perpetual chas-

tity, because they may at any mo-
| ment be summoned to the discharge
of i sacred function--sacr hap-
tism. ete.” (Hefrle, sec 2111) IFour
vears later, in 465, the Synod of
Vennes, in Brittany, published  six-
teen canons, number 11 speaking of |
| “Priests, deaocns, subdeacons, and
all those who are themselves for
| hidden to marry.”” thus taking celi-

,bacy as an established fact
in southern Gaul, in' A.D. 506, thir-
the Synod of

ty-five bishops met

[ Agde Of the forty-seven canons re-
coived as genuire, the ninth says:
&8 Incontinent eclerics shall be
deprived of all ecclesiastical digni-
ties and oifices Only those who
did not know that the continuance
of married life was Torbhidden. may

| he allowed to retain their office if

for the future’ (¥e-

they live apart
And canon sixteenth

fele, sec 222) .

188 1L e If a yormg mi ed man
wishes to he ordained. he must boe
asked whether his wife also agrees,
and is willing to depart from her

{ hushand’s abode and .practice conti-

nence.’ France, therefore, made no
| compromise, bhut demanded celibacy
| of all her priests.  In 517. in Mhe
province of Tarragona, in Spain.
a synod of soven bishops decreed:
“If married men are ordained, thev
must, from the subdeacon to the
bish no Tomaer - live with their
wives.'’ etc: ( Hefele, sec229). Thus

Spain, too. demanded and had a
celibate priesthood, and would to-
lerate no other.

APPEAL TO POPE.

In A.D. 535 two hundred and se-
venteen bishops met at Carthage, in
an African general council, to re-
construct  legislation and morals
after the Vandal Kingdom’s devasta-
tion, and the consequent rampage of
Arignism. They discusscd the ques-
tion ‘‘whether those who had been
Arian priests of the Vandals should,
after reception of the orthodox doc-
| trine, be lelt in their offices, or
should only be taken into lay com-
munion. All the members of the
synod inclined  to the latter view;
yet they would not decide, but - re-
solved, unamimously, to apply to
Pope John II. for guidance’’ (He-
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perty of
ly fourteen
“‘darkest’’ Africa, was formulated an
{interesting and practical solution of |sa, A.D. 592, a provincial synod de-
the case which will not endanger or- |clared: ““If an Arian priest becomes
not finamcially in, Catholic and upright, particularly
embarrass newly-converted miristers.

tercourse.
his
have cast off the girdle of the war-
fare

5388, decreed:

with his
dwelt
lows it is to be suspended for three |the ecast and twenty-four in
months’’ (Canon 2, Hefele, sec 251).
Three years later the Fourth Synod past, the major one—that of Nicaea
of Orleans, attended by thirty-eight |_:g apparently not clear as to
bishops, and twelve representatives obligation of celibacy for those new-
of bishops,
(bishops and priests) and deacons ype priesthood.
must not have
with their wives, so that they
not be brought into suspicion’” (Ca-
non 17. Hefele,
must the priesthood be celibate, b

all ‘‘suspicion’’ even fto the con-
trary must be avoided. Again, at
the Fifth = Synod
549, it was decreed:
of any degree whatever returns agein
‘to his wife, he shall for his
Hifetime be deprived of the dignity

fele, sec 248) . The l’up«r’s. answer
was that: ““Their  office . in the
Church could not be left to ocon-

erted Arian priests, but’ that they
hould receive support from the pro-
the Church.”” Here, near-
centuries ago, in  now

hodox faith, yet
his same year the Synod of Cler-
pont, in Auvergne, decreed: “‘If any

one is ordained deacon or priest, he

qust not continuc matrimorial in-
He becomes a brother of
wife. As, however, some .

returned
it is or-

(of Christ) and have
o matrimonial interocourse,

dained that such must lose their dig-
nity forever’’ (Hefele, sec. 249 ).

The Third' Synod of Orleans, A.D.
‘““No cleric, from a
upwards, must remain
wife, whom he formerly
A bishop who al-

ubdeacon

with.

decreed: ‘‘Sacerdotes

the same dwelling
mav

Not omly
ut

sec. 258) .

of Orleans, A.D.
“If a cleric

whole

of order and from his
office’” ( Camon 4, Hefelo, sec. ns:!}

| Hefele;

jon
: , for one
| celibacy. 0&' :
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At the Gereral Council of Toledo,
held in 5589, to set aright the abuses
resulting from Arvianism in Spain, it
was prescribed that: ‘‘As the bi-
shops, priests and deacons, that
have como over from heresy, still
partly live in matrimony with their
wives, this (s now forbidden to
them. Whoever does so shall be re-
garded as a lector’” (Capitulum 5.
sec. 287 ). And at ‘Saragos-

if he is chaste, he may be ordained
as priest anew on repentance So
also a deacon’’ (Canon I. Hefele, sec.
288) . Finally,
synod at Huesca, A.D. 598, ordair-
ed that: ‘“All cleries must lead a
chaste life."”

Summing up, therefore, we find
that of these twenty-seven synods,
not selected because of any biased
legislation on the subject, but be-
cause they are the earliest dealing
with thie case, dating from recom-
struction days after the terrible dou-
ble catastrophe—the persecutions and
ithe carly heresies—summing up, we
Ifind that three synods were held in
the
the

West. Of the three held in

the

ly-converted who wished to exercise
Indeed, the synod
iseemed to have inclined to the obli-
'gation of celibacy, but was probab-
Ily, if we may hold the account his-
torieal (sce Hefele, sec, 33), pmvm_h-
ed on by Paphoutius not to forbid
these newly-converted, already mar-
ried, to live with their wives.

Of the two minon Fastern nynm"\s,
one, Ancyra, allowed deacons to live
with their wives, if they so stipul-
ated before ordination, but nothing
is said of priests. The other, Neo-
Caesarea, orders priests to be  de-

f marry-.
p_o;{ed ’aleei.ﬂtg legisiation of the Fast,
our point, is rather im favor of
synod is doubtfully

another Spanish |

. e e e DS

live with  their wives”” (Canon I., supported as laymen, but not made
Hefele, sec. 286 ). Thus Gallic synods priests.

are consistently for celibacy. It is accurate, then, to say that

COUNCILS AND SYNODS IN UNI- the ecarly synods generally forbade

Ty, converted priests retaining their

wives and becoming priests. Indeed,

we might say that it was decidedly
the exception for such a ocourse to
be allowed. Nay, we may say that
we have not one entirely trustwor
thy account of a synod in these threa
| centuries, unquestionably, uncom-
promisingly  allowing converted
priests to become priests in the Ca=
| tholic Church More accurately,
against the 300 who, jat Nicaea, pro~
| bably did not vote against a mars
! pied clorgy, 445, or by some ré-
| cords, 952 (with eight synods nok
listed, wherein all voted for celibaoy,
and therefore probably from twos
 hundred to four® hundred more), all
voted for a celibate clergy. 4
Hence our conclusion is that, his-
tarically, from precedent, the
Churoh cannot, consistently with her
traditions of these three early oetm
turies, allow converted non-Catholie
| ministers to become Catholic priests
unless they promise to practice ces

i libacy.

cord in Connection With Trans-
portation Matters.

— }
The Official Guide of the Railwaym
and Steam Navigation lines in . ‘the
| United States, Porto Rico, Mexico,
Canade and Cuba (s regarded A
transportation men, especially t
engaged in handling tickets and
ing information to the public, as
dispensable—it is the Bible of
railway world. . 7
Charles E. Morgan, who bas
presented the Grand Trunk Rai
System and its allied lines at.
milton, Ont., for a lifetime,
received a letter from the mar
the Official Guide in which t

essed that Mr.
- of
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