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Secret

EXPORT OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO THE CARIBBEAN AREA

On July 30 Cabinet agreed that in view of the unstable political situation in the Caribbean 
permits to export significant amounts of military equipment to the Caribbean area, excepting 
Colombia, be refused. This policy was basically similar to that in force in the United States5" 
and the United Kingdom at that time.

2. Subsequently, on September 8, mindful of Cabinet’s decision and of the fact that the 
Batista régime had armed several civilian Beaver aircraft for operations against the Castro 
rebels and of the possible use to which aircraft of this type could be put to support rebel opera
tions in the Dominican Republic, I refused an application for the export of three Beaver air
craft to Cuba.

3. On October 16 the United States Government revised its policy to permit exports of normal 
types of military equipment in reasonable amounts to Panama, Colombia, Mexico, Haiti and 
Venezuela. In the case of Cuba and the Dominican Republic, however, shipments of combat 
equipment, military weapons and munitions, spare parts for such equipment, combat aircraft, 
military trainer aircraft, and armed patrol vessels will continue to be withheld except for 
reasonable amounts of necessary spare parts for military aircraft now in possession of the 
Dominican and Cuban airforces. On October 20 the United Kingdom Government took note of 
the United States decision but decided to retain its present policy for another few weeks. To 
date the United Kingdom policy has not been altered. This decision has been influenced by a 
number of factors including (a) the continued political instability in the area and (b) the 
pressure being put on the United Kingdom by the United States to refuse the export of Hunter 
fighters and patrol vessels.

4. We now have a number of applications before us for the export of arms to the Caribbean 
area, including an application for one Beaver aircraft, fitted with amphibian float gear and 
long-range tanks, for Cuba. This aircraft had been ordered from the Havilland Aircraft by an 
American firm for re-export to Cuba and the American firm will be able to obtain an American 
export permit for the aircraft. Should the application be refused by us, we have indications 
from the United States export control authorities that the American firm will in all probability 
be able to obtain a second-hand Beaver in the United States to fill the order. In such an event 
the United States authorities would apparently be willing to withhold an export permit unless
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5" Voir/See Washington telegrams 492, March 2,t DEA 11044-DJ-40, and 824, April 6,1 DEA 1 1044- 
BU-40.

LATIN AMERICA


