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ANOTHER STEP FORWARD

The Ontario government has bought a
tract of land on which to establish a

forest nursery, on the edge of a consider-
able area of country unfit for agricultural
purposes. Other such nurseries will be
established in other sections from time to
time, and forest husbandry and refor
estation will be carried on with the
double purpose of making waste land
valuable and educating the people gener-
ally and forestry students. Young men
who are taking the forestry course at the
Provincial University will be schooled in
practical forestry by employment in these
nurseries, and in this way the province
will be preparing the skilled men who,
as Prof. Fernow recently pointed out,
are absolutely necessary in carrying out
any effective forestry policy.

In New Brunswick as in Ontario there
are extensive tracts of country where the
land is unfit for agriculture, and where
forest fires or the wasteful and prodigal
lumbermen of past years have left the
hillsides bare. These tracts are worse
than wasted today. They have not even
the forest growth which, if it will not
provide timber, will at least serve to re-
tain moisture and so help to keep up the
flow of the streams, prevent sudden
freshets, and temper the drouth. Hither-
to few have acted upon the knowledge
that much of the land not suited for
farming should be growing timber or
pulp wood. In a genéral way there ..as
been talk about preventing the devasta-
tion of the principal watersheds, but
thus “ far the work of destruction has
been prevented, or retarded, only by the
fact that the growing timber has been
difficult to reach and expensive to bring
out. Many of the smaller streams today
run through practically treeless districts
throughout their length. Their volume
diminishes and they are subject to sud-
den freshets such as were unknown when
their upper stretches ran through wood-
land country. L

Our forest lands must be surveyed, ex-
amined, and classified. The timber coun-
try proper must be divided from the
waste land, from the pulpwood areas and
from the country fit for profitable farm-
ing of any kind. The streams must be
protected. Upon them depends very
largely the prosperity of the farming
country in the valleys. In short, while
for years there has been talk about a
provincial forestry policy, the time has
come when the government must con-
vert the talk into actual plans and opera-
tions calculated to-guard and develop our
forest wealth, not alone with an eye to
timber, but to secure for the province
all of the mighty benefits arising from
_he intelligent care of the country’s
wooded and waste areas, its watersheds
and its streams. The step taken by the
Ontario government serves to remind us
that the University of New Brunswick
is to have a forestry course hereafter and
that young men taking advantage of it
should be found useful as the govern-
ment develops its plans regarding' the
preservation and development of our for-
est wealth.

In this connection one may be permit-
ted once more to remark upon the im-
mense loss sustained every year through
forest fires. The smoke now visible in so
many quarters and the reports of de-
struction which are coming in should
serve to impress_upon all the necessity
for practical action in stamping out brush
fires as soon as they are detected. Tt is
only then that intervention is of much
use. The ounce of prevention is worth
paying for, but the men who are paid |
must be men of the kind who realize
their responsibility.

A BROAD IMPERIAL NOTE

At a banquet recently tendered the
Earl of Dudley, the new (iovernor Gener-
al of the Commonwealth of Australia,
before his departure from London, Lord
Crewe, who presided, at
length upon the importance of a good un-
derstanding between of the
British family. In his speech, and in the |
the address of Lord Dudley
Curzon who followed, there were several

&poke fome

members
and Lord

passages which aungur well for the prog-
ress ‘of Imperial unity. Those living in
(Canada and in Ausiralia who dislike flat-
tery. and condescension equally, and who
desire to find in British statesmen a real
appreciation of Imperial
the broad standpoint, will find much in

problems  from

these addresses to convince them that
the outlook for that mutual understand-
ing and reepect which must be the basis

of unity was never better than it is to-
day.
Lord Dudley,

problems with the reserve imposed upon

.in  discussing  Imperial
hiim by his official position, said in_part:

“It would be idle to shut our eyes (o
the fact that from time to

tions arise, and will continue to arise,

time ques-

each of the self-governing countries of
its own lines and control its own affairs:

it aleo embodies a greater aspiration. For
powerful and influential for good as we

ties (loud cheers).
matic of this closer union, to which so

this toast, now so frequently given at Im-
perial banquets, has assumed its present

posing this toast a few years ago I should
have had to ask you to drink to the
health of ‘Great Britain and her Colonies

onies were only the dej)endem factors in

country were the mighty centre and pivot
on which everything swung. The Colonies
are still dependent upon us in the main
and in the last resort for their military
and naval defence (hear, hear). * * *”

for our Colonists (and I hope that we
ehall send out to them the best); as a
market for our produce; as the source of

of their loyalty and manhood (cheers) if

Colonies is different from that which is‘:
held at home. It is almost inevitableéi
that such should be .the But I |
think that we need have no misgi\'ings‘
as to the future if, so long as those |
questions arise, they are treated here at |

case.

home in a broad and sensible way, and
long as in the
Colonies and at home, a constant recog-
nition of the necessity of mutual con-
(cheers). T think shoald
forget that the British Empire
practically amounts to a great partner-
and
partner is living his life and bringing up

50 there exists, - both

cession we

never
ship of self-governing States each
his family under conditions which often
materially differ from -those of his asso-
ciates. Hence, while cohesion is abso-
lutely elasticity
(hear, hear). Each nation must be left |

free to develop upon its own lines and in

vital, i=  essential also

accordance with its own particular condi-
But that
only be made compatible with Imperial
unity by the exercise, when differences
arise, of the wisest judgment and the
coolest discrimination (cheers).
here in the Motherland,

tions. individual liberty can

Upon us
who must of
principal partner, a particular responsi-
bility lies in this matter. With us rests
to a great degree the ultimate decision |
in many questions which affect the fu-
ture of the Empire, and it behoves us,
therefore, to ensure that our public men
who influence and guide our Colonial
policy fully apprehend the character of
the task with which they are entrusted.”

Lord Curzon, who proposed “The
British Dominion Beyond the Seas,”
spoke even more plainly than Lord Dud-
ley, of realizing the necessity for giving

the Empire full freedom to advance along

“This toast represents a great fact, and

believe the British Empire to be, it is
nothing to what we hope it may become
when it is drawn together by ‘still closer
I think it is sympto-

many, of us ardently look forward, that

form. I suppose that if I had been pro-

and Dependencies,” as though the Col-

the organization, while we in the Mother

“But we are also dependent upon them.
We are dependent upon them as a field

many of our supplies; and in the last re-
source, experience has taught us that we
can depend upon them for the free gift

ever the Empire finds itself in danger. Tt
is, 1 think, on the development of this
sense of mutual dependence and on the
construction of a partnership which shail
represent the free co-operation of equal
and allied kingdoms that the future of

Imperial unity rests. Perhaps the surest
step that we can take towards the attain-

ment of that ideal is by sending out from
time to time the finest flower of English
character and service (cheers). Those of
us who know Lord Dudley feel confident
not merely that he will acquit himself
with credit in the responsible office which
he is about to assume, not merely that he-
is certain to win in Australia that full
measure of affectiomate enthusiasm which

self in whatever station he has been |

placed, but that in his capacity as an Im-|
perial statesman he will use the influence |
that must inevitably be his to enable the |
Mother-country and those distant Domin- |
ions to understand each other even bet-|
ter than they do already, that he will be
a final interpreter between the two, and|
that in this way when his term of office
comes to an end—I hope, for the sake of
Australia, not too soon—he will have been
able to carry us several stages forward |
towards the realization of that larger an¢

nobler conception of Empire which is fore- |
shadowed in this toast” (chcers).

cussed, but which it. was impossible to
discuss or even to refer to at all; and
they will be able to show that in the
closing days of the session, when time
was as valuable as diamonds in. South
Africa, one minister occupied two hours
of time in discussing the report of the
| civil service’ commission as it affected
Ehis department while important measures
were hurried through without a word of

{ comment because there was no time.”

Sir Frederick Borden is the minister
referred to. Here are a few selections
from the speech in which he attacked the
civil .service if they
were conspirators who had sought to
ruin him:—

“The Commissioners approached their
task with their minds made up and not
with a desire of learning anything from
the evidence.”

“The Chairman . . . went into the
work . . . with a good many prejudices
and probably with some old grudges
which have found vent in the report.”

“Frenzied frivolities.”

“Arrogating to themselves the right.”

“Notoriously, absolutely and utterly

commissioners as

5 G e iy .
necessity always occupy the ‘position of |gnorant of the first principles which gov-

ern military matters.”

“It looks very much as if the evidence
was wilfully omitted.”

“There is absolute .and utter misrepre-
sentation against the evidence.”

“These military experts and crities.”

“These wiseacres.”

“The evidence of the Auditor-General
seems to be almost a rehearsal.”

“They did not want information.”

“They shut their eyes and ‘their ears
deliberately in order to make the damag-
ing report.”

“The expert critics of military affairs.”

“Anything more grossly outrageous has
never appeared in the annals of any Par-
liament.”

“This damaging report (about Colonel
Guy) was simply to satisfy a malevolent
disposition.”

“It shows how determined this Com-
miesion was to create a scandal.”

“These heaven born military critics.”

“An evident attempt to misrepresent.”

Dr. Sproul truly said afterwards: “It
comes with bad grace from a Minister
who helped to appoint the Commission to
take up two and a half hours in abusing
these men, after they had done their
work so faithfully.” The Montreal Ga-
zette calls Sir Frederick’s speech “a fool-
ish tirade.” “One would imagine,” it
says, “from the tone employed by Sir
Frederick,\Borden that he was meeting
the attack of opponents blinded by po-
litical partizanship. As a matter of fact
he was discussing the calmly  considered
verdict of judges in whose selection he
assisted, and to whose appointment he
was a consenting party. His discovery
that Mr. Courtney was a prejudiced and
jealous man, with a mind filled with
grudges, and that the remaining mémbers
of the commission were wiseacres, comes
too late to be convincing. It looks too
much like the wrath of a man disappointed
by the non-application of the whitewash
brush. Sir Frederick Borden’s explosion
can have no other effect than to further
weaken a ministerial reputation already
in a precarious condition.” Says the To-
ronto News: “Sir Frederick Borden’s at-
tack on the Civil Service Commission
does not suffice to exculpate him and his
department from the findings of that
non-partizan board of investigation.”

The speech has caused a revival of
hints about Sir Frederick’s withdrawal
from the cabinet.

SAFE SCHOCLS

Insurance Engineering has published a

series of articles on defective school build-

ings which should be of service here in
. . I}
he has never failed tc gather about him-| St John, now that the aldermen and

schoo] trustees are facing the grave prob-
lems thrust upon them by recent revela-

tions concerning the peril to which this!

city has long subjected thousands of chil-
dren. The present agitation in St. John

arises from the Collingwood horror, in
{ which 160 children out of 340 were
burned, suffocated, or trampled to
1 death. They were not housed in a
bigh wooden building, but in a

pen if pupils on a third floor suddenly! NEEDE&-'-A NAflONAL POLICY

find thick smoke coming up from below. |
The fire escapes add to the margin of |
safety and that cannot be too great. It{the recent Senate debate on the export
will require courage to make the St. John | of pulpwood, did not hesitate to place
schools safe, but the work must be done. |squarely before the government he sup-
1t was delayed in the face of reports|ports the Canadian pulpwood situation

Senator Ross, ex-Premier of Ontario, in

Eureka Fly Killer

¥

which made the city uneasy several yeani’
ago. The inspectors were called alarm-|

as he sees it. He says the Dominion
Government should restrict the export,

The best known preparation for protecting horses and cattle

ists. The last. inspection must have con-|and s build up a great pulp and paper
(vinced the public that if the report of|industry at home. He made its clear-
several years ago had any fault it was|too, that he believes Americans are draw-
that it was not alarming enough. This@,'ng from Canadian forests and saving up
time the work must be done, and it must | their own wood for the future. If our
be dome right if the city is to give 1"h"ijg'overnment carried out a really national
c'hildren the reasonable degree of protec- |, licy in this matter, Senator Ross says,
tion it has too long denied them. should capture a great industry,
| whereas we are now selling our wood for
ROOSEVELT AND SOCIALISM !a song and building up manufacturing
Mr. Roosevelt, in unveiling a statu® centres in the United States. In his
near his summer home in Oyster Bay the speech Senator Ross called attention to
other day, suddenly produced the Big the beneficial results to Ontario by~the
Stick and dealt the Socialists a resound-| F“‘“‘:}fi‘t’" Saf';d mn;e fymm ago relqn;r-
; in at all logs cut from crown lands
ing blow. As no one has heard that the ing Ontario sh:uld be manufactured in
Socialists intend to support Mr. Taft, and| Ontasio and to the benefit which had fol-
as it ie thought Mr. Bryan will get the|lowed a later regulation providing that
benefit of much support that is socialistic| only mature trees should be cut on limits
or has that tendency, Mr. Roosevelt’s ut- disposed of by the province. This allow-
e b il s e ed the young timber to reach its full
. . value to the lumberman and to the prov-

shell fired into the Democratic camp. The thee.
Democrats, of course, think the President | The result of the law compelling the
should allow Mr. Taft to do his own fight-| manufacture of logs in Ontario passed
ing, but, being near the firing line, Mr.|in 1898, he said, had caused the mills to

Roosevelt cannot keep out of the fray.|

Of the Socialists he said little new, but|

be moved from the United States to On-
tario and old mills to be repaired and
.he gave some homely truths a fighting
edge. For example:

put into operation, so that in four years
“I believe emphatically in doing every-

the value of milling property in the ‘prov-
ince has been increased by $1,030,000 and

thing that can be done by law or other-

wise to keep the avenues of occupation,

employment given to 2,322 more men.
of employment, of work, of interest, so

That was one practical result of this
policy. There was the benefit to the
province generally from having this in-
open that there shall be, #o far as it 8| qustry enlargéd and of having the lum-
humanly possible to achieve it, a measur-| her made in Canada and markets in Can-
able equality of opportunity; equality of|ada Jargely in the northwest for the
opportunity for each man to show the|penefit of the settler. Ontario had ex-
stuff that is in him. But when it comes| . jeq the provision to pulp woods of
to reward, let him get what b} his energy, | which on examination some years 'ago
foresight, intelligence, "hﬂ.& and knﬂ.w- showed the province to have 288,000,000
ledge he is able to get if opportunity| .,.qs ypon which the 40 cents per cord
opens. I don’t believe in coddling any-
one; I would no more permit the strong
to oppress the weak than tell a weak man

royalty, if it were all cut would amoynt
to $115,000,000. The restriction upon the
or vicious man that he ought by right to
have the reward due only to the man who

export of pulp wood had resulted in the

establishment of a pulp mill at the Soo,
actually earns it. Very properly we in ;::er“misl]p :ntmgtu}r!;;:;, F:t;{ds a pulp and
this country eet our faces against privi- Seinis Bres oxpressst F i
le?‘e’l.‘he i Be 5o g cnile o that if an export duty were to be placed
privilegx: than tha:‘ eef:r before us as an iy p}xlp wood throughout Canada the
iecl by certiin Bocilistic weitemils T TE0 Mo mnken, WEEES tov
ideal that every man shall put into the drawing supplies : fm’_n Canada, w"_“ld
common fund what he can, which would have to move their mills across the line.
mean what he chose, and should take out i they' were unable- to take the logs to
whatever he wanted; in other words, this t'h.e mills they would Moof t.ake their
theory is that the man who is vicious, mills to the logs, a thing which would
foolish, and a drag on the whole com- be .greaﬂy to t}?e advantage of Canada,
munity, who contributes less than his as it would provide employment for more
share to the common good, should take! people here. This would give the settler
out what is not his, what he has not% a market for his product as good or bet-
earned; that he shall rob his neighbor of ter than he has now and Canada would
what that neighbor has earned. This have the industry, the settler on the land
particular Socialistic ideal would be to|and the increased population to enlarge
enthrone privilege in one of its groseest,| the settlers’ market.
crudest, most dishonest, most harmful and Even if the export duty would reduce
most unjust forms. Kquality of oppor-|the price of pulp wood temporarily, and
tunity to render service—yes, I will do he did not know that it would, there
everything I can to bring it about. Equal- would be compensations and in the long
ity of reward—no, unless there is also|run the owner of the pulp wood would
equality of service. If the service is equal | benefit through an enhanced price for
let the reward be equal, but let the reward | his wood. Senator Ross said he had
depend on the service; and mankind being | been brought up on a farm, and in Es-
composed as it is there will be inequality | sex had seen wood go up in smoke which
of service for a long time to come, no mat-| today would cut into lumber worth fifty
ter how great the equality of opportunity: to sixty dollars a thousand. It was de-
may be, and just as long as there is in-
equality of service, it is eminently desir-

stroyed to clear the land, but all that
had been produced from the land since
able that there should be inequality of
reward. But in securing immeasurable

has not compensated for the destruction.
equality of opportunity, let us no more

The destruction in Essex County was
small compared with.that in some other
be led astray by the doctrinaire advocates
of a lawless. and destructive individualism

counties. \
Senator Ross pointed out that while a
than by the doctrinaire advocates of a
| deadening Socialism.”

| we

province could do a good deal to pre-
serve the forests, the Dominion could do

more. A province could only require
INFORMATION WANTED timber cut from crown lands to be
While residents of South Bay were en- | manufactured in the province. This

would not affect the timber and pulp-
wood cut on private limits. The Do-
minion, however, could impose an export
duty, which would discourage the expor-
tation of pulp woods from all provinces
and all lands and compel their manufac-
ture into pulp, and possibly paper, in
this country. He believed that the

| gaged Wednesday in trying to head off the
forest fire that has been threatening that
neighborhood, a second fire was started
in a valuable timber tract- some distance
away from the original blaze. It appears
probable from the information at hand
that this second fire, which would have
done much damage but for prompt action

from flies Easily applied.

thing no farmer should be without.
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enough to obscure the scandals which have
become public since the present session
of Parliament opened, to go no farther
back. The Mail and Empire of Toronto
has this striking comment upon Canada’s |
rapidly mounting expenditure and some of
the causes thereof:

“In the face of these facts, the govern-
ment, after asking for $119,237,091 for the |
services of the current year, and after in-
curring a debt of $2,850,000 in the purchase
of seed grain for the West, comes down
with supplementary estimates calling for
$10,665,000 more. This makes the expen-
diture propositions for the current year
no less than $132,752,000. If we want to
know what this means, let us contrast the
figures of today with those of a few years
ago. Here they are:

$ 41,702,383
108,778,000
1000 . ocii. i 199563000

In 1896 our outlays stood at $8.14 per
head. For the present year, the estimate,
which stood at $20 per head a few days
ago, has now been lifted to $22 per head.
For the fiscal year ending last March ‘we
had -a dgeficit of $12,688,000, so far as ac-
knowledged by the government. This was
when_ we spent $108,778,000, and had a
large income. This year we are to spend
$132,000,000, and we have a reduced in-
come. That the deficiency will be large
goes without saying. We shall be fifty or
sixty millions behind. Where is that
money to come from? We must borrow it
from the money-lenders who today refuse
to lend us money at 3 3-4 per cent., and
who tomorrow will be asking 4 per cent,.
and perhaps more. We are now getting a
taste of the effects of graft.- The policy of
graft works in many ways. We meet with
it in the ‘rake-off,’ under which® the par-
tizan of Bir Wilfrid charges the country
dor supplies or for land twice the proper
price. We meet with it again in such
operations as the North Atlantic Trading
Company, in which the country pays
hundreds of thousands of dollars for no-
thing. We are confronted with it once
more in the outlays that are made on
public works, not for business purposes,
but solely for politics—the wharves and
breakwaters, for example, that are employ-
ed to ensnare the election of Fielding.
Again, it is forced upon our attention in
those enormous and useless schemes that
are entered upon, not because of their na-’
tional value, but because of the work they
give to the contractors, who, in turn, are
bled for the election funds.

“For the carnival of graft we are al-
ready paying dearly. During the past
twelve years .there has been taken from
the channels of business no less than
$228,000,000 more in the shape of taxes
than would have been taken had the Con-
servative scale of taxation been adhered
to. This drain upon the péople is one of
the causes of the depression which business
has experienced. We have suffered for the
extravagance and the dishonesty of our
Ottawa rulers. The new scale of expendi-
ture—$132,000,000 in one year—means
either that we must have a bigger debt
or that there must be heavier taxes. In
either case the situation is disastrous.
More taxes will reduce the purchasing
power of the people. More debt will impair
the credit of every man doing business
abroad. We have to do something with
the situation which the Ottawa pnliticians
have brought about, and the only solution

of the difficulty at present in sight is an
absolute change 'of men and of methods.”

NOTE AND COMMENT

The session now closing at Ottawa is

American newspapers and American

]!tnrewstory structure of brick, with

two exits,  one at the front, the other
at the rear, the hallway running through

Even this last is no empty phrases. Such | the centre. The fire started in the base-

men as Lord Dudley and Earl Grey do| men The great loss of life Wan due
advance the cause of Imperial unity. They ! principally to the faulty construction of

promote good feeling and mutual undor-: the building—a partition in front of the

standing, and they do not excced the pro-| stairway made it necrffsary i:or the chil-
per scope of the positions they occupy.| “r¢? to make a turn in trying to reach
“The free co-operation of equal and allied | the d"”"’-_

kingdoms” is a good phrase. It is used| The writer dwells upon the fact that
by a man who sees far enough ahead to| 160 11"95" Nere Iqst i"’l a fire in.a three-
discern a Canada and an Australia very| “01” l})‘rxck building, in the dayt'xme. He
populous and very powerful, leading mem-| 2908 & "t'th“ number of fires in school
bers in the British family council. Snch | buildings in the Gonme of a year proves
an Imperial partnership as lord Curzon | that ‘the danger of fire outbreaks is con-

describes is an end worth striving for. stantly p‘res.c'nt. Thg record Show‘? that
Probleme will arise, but it is likely that! school buildings are just as susceptible to
¢ | fire as any other class of structure.

the more diflicult ones have already been' ; |
Salved Therefore, says the journal quoted, fire-
jpmof construction and ample exits, with
all doors opening outward are absolutely

SIR FREDERICK'S RAGE i cssential. The employment of watchmen

Sir Frederick Borden was one of those | patrol the buildings during school
:hnurﬂ is mentioned as a necessary pre-
caution; private fire alarm systems are
insisted upon, these to be connected.with
 the public fire alarm system; private fire
! apparatus must be provided, chemical ex-
the utmost violence. Of course, they had ‘ tinguishers, standpipe, and hose equip-
No doubt had | ments, automatic sprinkler systems, out-
e 1side hydrants within easy reach. Great
| importance is attached to the fire drill
MOTC 1 and to frequent dismissals such as would
[help to cnsure discipline in any emerg-

to
who selected and appointed Mr. Courtney

and the other members of the Civil Ser- |
vice Commission. The other day in the.

Housge he assailed the commissioners with

criticized his department.

they investigated it thoroughly in-

dictment would have been much

severe. Nir Frederick's ascault upon the

commission is now the subjeet of much |

newspaper comment. That it was an er-
ror in tactics is the common impression.
In St.

Globe,

an Ottawa letter to the John |

| way

presumably  written by Senator
|

s I ! |
Ellis, the following passage occurs: |
|

“No doubt the oppoeition wiii declare |

that it
sonable

was always ready to pass a rea- |
and will to
show that the course pursued by the gov- |

measure, attempt

ernment compeled them to let measures

] Eary.

ency. InTall cases the younger children

| should be nearest the main exit, not as!fires were allowed to burn for days be-

too frequently the case, farthest from it.

| No two rooms must empty into the hall-

that two
Conges-
tion means confusion and stampede.

On buildings jof more than two floors,
fire escapes necessary. Some argue
that wide and frequent fire
drills will make the fire escapes unneces-
Collingwood should answer them.

at the point

strecams of fugitives would meet.

same 80

are
stairways

in which the point of view held in the go which should have been carefully dis- ‘et thein picture what is likely to hap-

by men on the spot, was set by persons
who were in the woods hunting, though
at this time of year there is no legitimate
excuse for carrying a gun in our forests.
‘It is unnecessary to point out that care-
| lessness about fire during a dry season
| like this is criminal, and it should be
| unnecessary to dwell upon the necessity
for vigorous action by the authorities to
frace and punish the offenders. ;

The local government, no doubt, will
require considerable information from its
fire wardens as a result of the news
about brush fires published within the
last few days. The government, of course,
will desire to kmow to what extent its
present organization can be depended
| upon to protect the country during a
;sen.srm of drouth, and it will realize that
}mrly and accurate information is neces-
sary. It will therefore, no doubt. ask
| the fire wardens in whose districts there
@has been damage to report upon the ori-
| gin of the fires, the exact time elapsing
| between the discovery of any fire and the
| beginning of the attempt to extinguish
iit' the nature of the means employed,
i the time occupied, and the result. It
?wi]l be necessary, also, to know what
| was done to ascertain who was respon-
| sible for each fire and what action, if
any, has been taken in regard to these

|

persons.
The public has noted with some uneasi-
!ness the fact that in some instances bush

| fore any determined effort was made to
!put them out. If the government insisis
upon having such information as that
referred to here it will be in a position
to judge of the value of the organiza-
tion to which it is entrusting the wood-

going to leave a bad taste in the mouth

owners of pulp limits were conserving the , of the country. No amount of bluffing
holdings they had in the United States i can conceal the fact that the revelations
and getting their supplies from Canada.|of the last few months have been most

That might be good policy for them, but
in time it seemed that the proper policy
for Canada would be to enact legislation
which would compel the Americans to
cut their'own areas now, and when they
were exhausted they would have to re-
sort to (anada and pay higher prices.
It seemed to be a duty to preserve pulp
areas and lay up for posterity a pulp
bank account. He thought-the D0minioni
government might find some means of |
imposing an export duty in such a man-!
ner as not to do injury to the settler |
and if that could be done there ghould |
be no time lost in doing it, as the Amer- |
ican invader was now spoiling Canada’s |
pulp areas in an alarming manner. Can-
ada is losing time and money—valuable
time and millions of money—in neglect-
ing to put in force a national pulpwood
policy such as®Senator Ross advocates.

THE COST OF GRAFT,

The session at Ottawa is closing and the
final hours are marked by further dis-
closures of graft in one department or
another. Yesterday the topics were gov-
ernment printing and the Indian lands
which fell into the ready hands of friends |
of Mr. Sifton, for a song. For eight months ;

damaging to the gowernment.

*

The proposal to d:im. the Marsh creek
is a most intcresting one, and it certainly
deserves careful examination. It may re-
sult in a great public improvement and a
noteworthy addition to the city’'s oppor-
tunities for out-of-doors enjoyment.

-

Dr. Pugsley makes. p:blic the letter he
wrote to Judge Landry, asking that the
Central Railway inquiry be delayed until
he could attend in® person. He regards
himself as an important witness. The
public will agree with him there. He re-
grets the death of men who would have
been of great assistance in the investiga-
tion. In that regret the public will join.
Dead men tell no tales. The living, how-
cver, can tell mu:'h:if.thoy are willing.

After some weeks of unnecessary delay,
the Council has authorized the expenditure
necessary to make the school buildings
reasonably safe. Possibly the work can
yet be done before the end of the vacation.
The public will assume that the alterations
and additions to the buildings will be un-
der the supervision of men who know
what is required. Fire escapes for child-
ren are useless unless they are built for
children. Fire escapes of some patterns

the news the country has had from Otta- | if placed on echool buildings would be
wa has heen mainly concerning the di-|an added peril. While they are thinking
version of public money to: the pockets ! about the safety and health of the children
of favorites, and the attempts of Liberal ! the school trustees ought to ref“?"s’de,r,
i Rl i the Winter strect proposition. That is|
members to head off investigation of these | not a neighborhood in which to build an-
matters by the opposition. Government | other school.
newspapers are beginning to talk about !

the crop outlook. Fortunately it is good. |

|
Coroner Ballentyne, of Westfield, has

The country will need a big crop if it is |
to be able to pay its bills. But, while a'
good crop is commonly thought to be a |
bulwark for a government appealing to
the cowmtry), ne crop new can be big

land areas of the province. The public
is willing to pay for forest protection if
it is convinced that it is getting value
for its money. This is a good time to
find out how the matter stands.

established the identity of the man drown-
ed near the Nerepis Bridge a short time
ago. He is a brother of A. J. Alexander,
wholesale fur merchant, doing business in
St. Paul street, Montreal. His body will

be taken by his father to Montreal for{ Try Dr.

burial,

LETTERS 10 THE EOITOR

[The opinions of correspondents are noi

necessarily thoee of The Telegraph. Thi
newspaper does not undertake to publish al
or any of the letters received. Unsigned com
munications will not be noticed. Write om
one side of paper only. Communications mustj

~be plainly written; otherwise they will be re=

jected. Stamps should be enclosed if re=i
turn of manuscript is desired in case it l:’
not used. The name and address of th
writer should be sent with every letter ln‘
evidence of good faith.—Ed. Telegraph.]

DR. PUGSLEY AND JUDGE LANDRY|

Office of the Minister of Public Works?
of Canada, Ottawa, July 13, 1908.
To the Editor of The Telegraph: i
Sir:—I observe by the newspaper re-"
ports of the proceedings before the Com=}
mission investigating matters connected’
with The New Brunswick Coal and Raile
way and Central Railway, that Mr. Jus-
tice Landry, the chairman of the commis-
sion, stated that I had made a request fo
an adjournment of the hearing which he
had refused. I therefore think it proper
that the public should be informed of thef
reasons which I gave for the request, and;
I enclose the following copy of my letter
to the judge, trusting that you will give;
it publicity in the columns of the Tele<}
graph. ;
i Yours truly, i
WILLIAM PUGSLEY.

Ottawa, June 22, 1908. |

Dear Judge La:dry:—I have observedi
by the newspapers that you have beeny
appointed chairman of the commission to¥
investigate matters connected with the:
New Urunswick Coal and Railway andf
the Central Railway Company, and, ase
the Act states, among other things, thes
relation of the members of the late gov-!
ernment with the said companies; alsos
to investigate the expenditure made upon'
the roads of the two companies.

I take it for granted, that, as there;
Jvould be no object in the government,
seeking to prove that the Railways had:
not cost the amounts which the account®
show that they did cost, because if such:
could be proved, the effect would be to;
depreciate the value of the property:
which is now owned by the government,.
the purpose of the investigation is no:
doubt to show that some official of thej
company or member of the government:
has been guilty of either wrong doing or
negligence in connection therewith. As I’
was a member of the provincial govern-:
ment during the construction of the rail-
way of the New Brunswick Coal and Rail-
way Company, and was by act of the:
legislature made a director, ex officio, of
the company, you can see that I am:
naturally interested in having all the:
facts brought out in order that the in--
vestigation may be a full and not a par-!
tial one.

The fact that Mr. E. B. Winslow, «
one time treasurer of thé company, ana
Mr. G. W. Allen, the secretary, the lat-
ter of whom had especially to do with
the busines transactions of the companr v,
also Mr. Sharpe, who audited the a o
counts, and Mr. Trueman, who was sol i-
citor, are all dead, makes it all the mor e:
important that I should be afforded ain
opportunity of attending the various:/
meetings of the commission, examining’ |
such witnesses as may be produced, and.;
also presenting such testimony as may be
available in order to bring out all thed
facts in connection with the various trans-
actions, which, in view of the death of :
the above named officials of the company
and the long time which has elapsed since !
they took place, will necessarily be diffi-
cult and will require a full and exhaust- !
ive enquiry.

Of course I will not be able to attend .
while engaged with my parliamentary du- |
ties, but I feel sure that you will take
this into consideration and grant me the
courtesy of fixing a date for the enquiry
which will enable me to be present.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) WILLIAM PUGSLEY.
His Honor,
Mr. Justice Landry,
Dorchester, N. B.

FREIGHT ON POTATOcS

To the Editor of The Telegraph:

Sir:—In your issue of the 6th instant
there appeared a report of a session of
the agricultural commission held at
Clairs, N. B., on July 3rd last.
port stated:—

“It was shown that considerable quan- |
tities of potatoes were grown but the
price was less than at Edmundston or
below on account of the extra freight '
charges of the Temiscouata Railway.”

The rate on potatoes. from Edmund-
ston to Boston and Boston points is 22
cents per 100 pounds carloads minimum
30,000 pounds, excess in proportion: ghip-
ments originating in Edmundston, N. R
can be routed to destination either
Canadian Pacific Railway or via Tem
couata Railway, the rate being exactly
the same via either road. The rate on
potatoes from St. Hilaire and Clairs, X7
B., to Boston and Boston points is e
actly the same as the rate from Edmunc
gton, Ni B,

I shall appreciate if you will see that
a copy of this gets into the hands of the
Hon. Dr. Landry, whose address I do
not know.

This re- .

Yours truly,
G. G GRUNDY.
Riviere du Loup, P. Q.. July 13, 1908.

I. C. R. BLACKSMITH
SHOP AT MONCTON
DAMAGED BY FIRE

Moncton, N.B., July 14.—Fire this even-
ing gutted the new part of the I.C.R.
blacksmith shop, doing between $500 and !
81,000 damage to woodwork, pulleys, belt- |
ing, etc. The tooling shop’s whistle alarm-
ed the citizens and the blaze at first looked
threatenening, many fearing a repetition
of the big 1.C.R. fire two years ago. The '
city fire department was called out to as-

 the I.C.R. firemen and the blaze waas
soon under control. The shop was of bgi
and apart from the wooden casing,
and pulleys there was little g the fl
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