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The destruction caused by forest fires
Protection of

in this country almost every sun mer

and especially in dry seasons, is so

the Forests.  great that if means can be adepted

to prevent this loss in

is evident that it would pay well to provide them :
siderable cnst. A good deal of attention has been devoted
to this subject in Ontario and, it would appear with v lu
“At the

Forestry Association, Mr

able resul's annual meeting of the Canadian

Aubrey Whte,

Peputy Coemms-
sioner of Crown Lands,” says the g

Toronto ( ‘gave an

instructive review of the growth and ¢

itent of the prese

system of fire protection. The t to provide for the
preservation of fore sts from destruc by fire w ed
in 1878, when Mr Pardee was: Cq uissioner. L1t d

penalties for carelessnoss in the ha

wdling of fire,

wrre no officials to enforce it excep

in the employ of the department. It was about seven

vears later that a force of brush and

pointed, the Government fr advisiiig wi

license-holders and giving

them authority t

betwéen the Gov

men.. The cost was apportioned evenly

ernment and the licensees. Each ranger was
¢

keep a diary detailing his movements frc

also such information as he could gather regs

limits on which he was emploved. Provisicn

for the enforcement of the law,
to act as M:

d for empowe

gistrates for the pu yses of the act.” In 1885

there were 37 rangers employed in st of
$7.911, and this force has ! een increascd 1 to time
until in 1902 the report showed a for e of 41 1S €
ploved at a cost of $34,200. While Ontario forest till
suffer severely at times from the of fires, it is said
that the presence of the rargers had exce

effect in making the restrictions

rers,

settlers, hunters. campers, prespect

creating a

wholesome respect for provisions. They

have also been able to extinguish many incipient fires

which would have proved destructive if neglected. The
secret of safety is found to lie in cor

ous virilance dur

ing the danger period, which extends from May to Oct-

ober.’

I'he city of Ha

chosen as the principal base of Rus-

n which has been
Harbin

sian military operations in Manchuria

is a place of which we are likely to see very

requent men-
tion in despatches relating to the Russo-]Japanese war.
Harbin.is said to be a city of sixty
situated in the midst of a

thousand inhabitants
great wheat-growing district
I'he adjacent country is said to include also forest and

mineral lands of - great richness. The

power which Harbin possess

immense water-

,as well as its situation in
the midst of a rich grain-producing country, affords special
facilities for flour manufacturing. and it has already be-
come an important centre in this respect. It is reported
that when the mills now in courss of construetion are com
pleted the capacity of the mills of Harbin will ¢
The location of Ha

at the point where the Trans-Siberian Railway crosses the

million pounds of flour a day

bin is

Sungari River which is a tributary of the Amur and joins

the larger stream some 200 miles from the city in a nortl

h
Harbin the

easterly direction. From

Latlway runs east
ward to Vladivostok—a “distance of 350 mi
branch is extended southward thr el
to Port A the dist g about ¢
bin has been largely built by the Russians and it ud to
be a fine city, with many handsome commercial and publ
bu and attractive residential streets. s importiinee
to Russia is evidént and doubtle b
I full strength
. .0
Fwo bill awve been introduce
Mercy for Ontari Tature ne
ur trict the g {
the Horse d harse O [ these |
] ) the forr ( " A
the Municipal Act, extending the present reg
ty of micipal Councils so as to empower they

hibit docking I'he ather bill is an amendmier

vicsdtare and Arts Act, and provides that n

foma or other

awatd shall be given ¢ extubit

any horse which has been docked. The prop

fion would seem to  be justified on grounds of humanity
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I'he operation of docking is said to inflict a very consider

able amount of pain, and itinvolves a still larger measure of
cruelty to the animal by depriving it of i s natursl weay

on against flies and other insect pests. Dockiig wou

u Ontano th

seem to have become more common |

eastern Provinces.  The Toronto Globe say

i

a record was made horses in the stables ot

Industrial Exhibition, and of these 316 were  doched

251 in a natural condition. The practice was found t

must prevalent among owners of heavy draught hores, for

of this class t were 176 decked hoises  out of a total of
25 examined. In the general purposes class there wer

docked « ut of a total of 151 I'he balance was more even
he*thoroughbred class there being g5 docked  and

natural.  Of the ponies examined the proportion docked

was about three in four A still more cruel practice than

that of docking, and one which should be rig
ed, is the use of the tight overdraw ' check 18 a far too
nmon thing to see horses with their he thus forced

mto an unnatural position and trying by constantly mov

ng in one direction and another to obtain some reliel from

the pain which this instrument of torture inflicts. I the

nian who thinks that the overdraw check does not inthct

much pain upon the horse could have his own  head tied

up in a similarly unnatural position for a few hours, it

would, we venture to say, eff-clively cure him of lus de

lu
. P
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Port Arthur, which was at the cut
break of hostilities between Russia

and Japan Russia's headquarters and

base of tary operations in the Far East, occupics a

y strong position on the end of the Liaotung Piriin

natur

sula and is well fortified. W hether or not it is strong

to withstand the forces which | pan is preparing
I I 14

to bring to bear against it remains to ! e seen.  In her war

with China Japan succeeded in tak ng Port Arthur, but she

1s hikely to find it a more dificult matter now, both be
cause the place is now nore strongly fortified and because

it is defended by a more formidable power. The

to Port Arthur is well guarded by nature, being extremely

narrow—in some places not more than two hundred vards

wit I'he barbor lies at right angles to the main-chanuel

The outer harbor is deep but in the
not gufficient water to float the largest vessels, so that all
ships having a draught of twenty-foir feet must lie in the
After Rus

December 189

inner harbor there is

outer roadstead where they are open to attack

sia took possession of Port Arthur in she
streagthened the fortifications known as the Hwang.Chin

shau forts which command the entrance of the harbor to

the east. and directly behind she has built .a chain of bat

teries which are intended to pour shot and shell into t
inner harbor,  The Laomuchu battery is so placed that it
sweeps the approach of the port diagonally and commands
both the outer and the inner basins. Japanese strategiss
are said to hold, however, that despite the favorable sity

tion and strong defences of Port Arthur, the fortresses can
be stormed and taken by a combined, land and sea atta

In 1894 the Japanese pursued such tactics successfully, a

it is perhaps, not improbable that they may do s

and especially in view of the fact that Russia has alrea

abandoned Port Arthur as a main base of ope: atior

B ®
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which would  impose additional labor n them. A se
nd justice was approached with a like result.  Mr, Foste
plains this vowit'ingness on the part of the United State
Iges to act on - the tribunal by Uhere seems t
be a wing centiment in this country. that the member
X h t court should not be called upon to discharge
tiot ennt political character ich as those relat
ing to t Lery d tes, nor that they shoul! be burdened
vith additional duties when their labors are already  sul
i It seems then that President Roosevelt
appointed politicians 1o the tribunal b Iges of re
pute could mot be The redsor the judges
for dechr cerve may be all vivhtco far as they go,
but probably their principal reason is not given, which
W t be that, in view of the tension n:‘l.‘;m;; opinion
on the s s tin the 1 d States, judges of the Supreme
( t were unwilling 1o incur the obloquy which might
result from giving. a judicial decision in the matter tis
not likely that Lord Alverstone would covet  the honor of
serving on anoth ¢ Commision of a similar kind

©
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The proposal of the Canadian Puc-
Irrigation in the ifi
on . a Calgary dis-
Calgary District. trict hasalrea !y been noticed in these

Railway lool to r

gation
large scale in the

columns.  This undertaking 15 ex-

ecte » result when completed in converting a very large
I I g g

f

tract of comparatively arid country mto fertile, grain pro

g lawds t s

w . announced that the Canadian

Pacific has awarded to the contracting firm of J J. Nickson

and Company of Vancover a three million . dollar contract

for the coustruction of an irrigation canal near Calgary

[be contract is th be commenced in the spring and will

require two years for its con tion. It ‘calls for the con-

struction  of twenty miles of canal, > principal part of

which is within faur mides of the railway” and parallel to it

'l be forty feet in width and will run across
1 pr is practically level. This however is only

the undertaking 0 the line of irrigatior

R. Company

has mn view. It proposes to

t four hundred miles of canal for

irrigation pur
mg the Bow «iver to carry the water to  the lands

adjacent to its ranlway
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d lapan is stillin 45 preparatory
il Japan is still ie 45 preparat
tag Wh 18 wd 18 cann ndeed 1t
el b 1 ni the despatches, -bat it behieved
hat Japan i g 8 bhies of troops i nvrthern
LOTenL W 12 el her fy van Manchuna
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