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Sir Richard Cartwright’s 'rising was
greeted with cheers, He ss,;d:_ L cam.mt
jn the absence of the information which
my hon. friend (Mr. :
ju{st now feel quite as certain as to
what has passed between my hon. fn?nd
for Montreal West (Sir Donald Smx.tt\)
and Mr. Greenway as 1 could ‘deslre,
but, viewing the matter in the light c:f
the information we do possess, that is
to say, by the light of the statement
made on Monday last and on Tuesday
by the hon. secretary of state - (Siz
Charles Tupper), I think I can say thus:
That if there were one thing necessary
to illustrate in the clearest light .the ut-
ter gbsurdity of the position "Whvlch the
gocvernment have assumed. with regard
to this question, it was fu!l'n;ghed;;us\
by the declaration made by the hon. sec-:
retary of state two days ago. We may
well be at some loss to understand’ex-
actly wherethe government are plaqe-l
with regard' to the school questan, pe-
cause we find -at ‘one time in their yar-
ious pilgrimages throughout tk}e country
they tell the people, of Ou.tano, at any
rate, that their action in this matter has
been purely mechanical, that they: were
the mare transmitters of the message
from the judicial committee of the privy
council: 'to the ‘parliament of M;mitub‘a.
But, on' another occasion and’ in An-
other plice, we find these gen.tlemen
posing as martyrs to the constitution, as
men who are actuated by the sternest
sense of duty in all they do in this mat-
ter .and who .only under the impulse
of high ‘patriotic motives undertook the
perilous task to which they have com-
mitted ‘themselves. We find on one, anl
' very important occasion, that ‘the gov-
ernment found it impossible to grant an
hour’s (iolay when asked for delay by
the government of Manitoba under cir
cumstances which*amply warranted T~
request. But we find, on other oc-
casions, that the government ‘was abl>
to contemplate with ° equanimity, tl{e
possibility of practically ' throwing this
bill over azltogether' for: another: year,
and in ail¥probability, completely. - I
should like’ to' know ~what these hon
gentlemen intend by - the proposition
which they have lately submitted to us.
1 should like to know what they mean
by suggesting to this house that they
will hold a conference with the govern-
ment of Manitoba after they have had
a second reading of this bill. ~“What do
they wish their followers, and particu-
larly their followers from Ontario fto
understand? Is it that this second read-
ing is a mere formality intended to im-
pose upon or to terrify the people of
Manitoba, but a thing which after all
is said and ‘done, means nothing? [
sheuld like to ask this house ‘and the,
followers of the hon gentleman if, 1
all’ their' experience, they have ever

known a great question as mishandled

as this has been from the start to finish,
by these hon. gentlemen.

In this present instance what is their
plain duty in _ghe premises supposiug
that at long last, they are going o
adopt the policy advocated by my hon.
friend (Mr. Laurier) and to do new
what they have should have done be-
fore they passed the remedial order--
told a conference with the governmeit
of Manitoba and hope to arrive at an
amicable settlement? But what is their |
plain duty in the premises? Their plain |
duty is this: If they desire to concilias:
Manitoba, if they desire to confer with
the gcvernment of Manitoba, they
should at once have adjourned this de
bate until such time as they have had
their conference, and until such time as
they were able to come down to us with
something like a reasonable proposition
for the settlement of this guestion wita |
the goad will of the people of Manitoba
Now if they refuse to take this cours:
what must the house conclude? W2
can ¢nly judge of these gentlemen’s in
tentions by their past acts.

It .appears to: me that they must ba'!
conspiring against somebody now or
that some part of them must be conspir-
ing against some other part of them.
Treachery is afoot, ‘whether it is 'iu-
tended against the prime minister, who.
I believe, has ben~honestly endeavoring
from the- first to redeem his pledges, dr

' argument to jastify the 'po! ;
_by-my hon. friend beside me(Mr: vaut- |-

Laurier) has asked |

whether they are endeavoring to delude
their supporters from Ontario, whoni
they are leading like sheep—and they
know it—or whether they are attempt- |
ing to delude their followers from the |
province of Quebec, because this bill, as
they well know, is an utter mockery and |
2 -sham, so far as it is likely to afford
anv genuine or substauntial relief to the
Catholic minority in Manitoba. Which |
of these objects they have in view I |
cancnot say. Possibly they have . not
made up their minds which it would be |
safer to mislead and deceive on this oc-
casion. Or is it that these gentlemen, !
in their cowardice and incapacity, are
uvnable to decide upon any policy at all?
Have they arrived at the state describ-
ed bv the great Florentine where they
are ‘“hateful to God and to the enemies
of God?’ or is it peradventure a fear
of the displeasure of that very grand
sovereign who has just returned from
his tour into the west with the scalps
of. the delinquent brothers in his belt?
(Laughter) or peradventure—because I
wish to give these gentlemen the benefit
of every doubt—is it that they have just
waked up to a realizing semse of the |
grave difficulties which attend a settle-
ment of this question?

Knowing something of the hon gen-
tlemen, I am not disposed to disregard
entirely that hypothesis. I think I
know their limitations. I admit their
skill in the conduct of the gerrymander,
T admit very frankly that théy are able
ro ecarry ont a fiscal policy which was
in .yogue four hundred years ago, when
piracy was an honorable - profession—
(Laughter)—but I have my doubts,
whether they understood or ever dic
upderstand—not even excepting even
the father of confederation, as he calls
himself, the bon. secretary of state, Sir
Charles Tupper—a real important con-
stitutional question (laughter) and that
being so, I can well apprehend hdw the

' the question.

for a federal legislature to address’ il-|.
self to. ‘There is one statement of tnese
hon. gentlemen in which, 1 am;bound to
say, in very great part, I concaf. These| =0
gentlemen, one and all, tell us that this |
is the most important guestion—at least{ ™t
a most important question—that we are.
called upon to decide. ' Wl_xy"itw ﬂiﬁeydhmi‘
used their greatest ingenuity to find a8}y 5oy ‘whieh in the very na-
stify the ‘position takent ¢ ¢ he case is i the highest degree
contentious, is in the very highest de-
‘gree a matter of controversy. Every
humar being who has had anything to
do with guestions in which the religions

certa
, which all busiticss men
‘quite irrespective of the legal

jer) that is the very argument I would
have liked them to adduce. :

The more important thevquesgon, ‘the
more time it requires; the more ‘import-
ant the question, the more need of in-
vestigation; the more important and the
more irrevocable. the step proposed, the
more reason why we should go slowly
in dealing with a matter of such grav-
itv. So far, I am sorry to say, that
the "arguments which the government
have used appear to me to be utterly’
and entirely beside the Question. The
hon. ‘secretary of state was good enough’
to devofe an hour or more to certain in-
teresting faets in ancient history with
which, as he says, the younger members
of the house, he presumed to ac-
quainted. ~Another hon: mmiﬁelgv ocey-

that you cannot possibly . select a sub-
ject as to which there will be more hard
feeling elicited, as to which there will
be more occasion of: continual dispute
and ‘controversy. Then, do we not
know, is not every lawyer in the house,
indeed is not every business man, able
to tell the government that if there is
one thing more than, another which is
certain to breed an endless train of liti-
gation, it is just. these questions of joint
jurisdiction, every one of which,: mark

;stances;‘even supposing you were acting
with -the. government .4f  Manitoba and

fully dealt with. |
things which all

R

element . enters, knows “perfectly well.

_vou...under the;most favorable ecireum-.

yers. of Manitoba and elsewhere; but it

: assuredly will bea very Pandora’s box | ti
| of public _ill_s“:ofvgl;i kinds and descrip- |

_if it iy placed on the ‘statute book

wesent: shape: This is a bill, in
. one word, for the ‘purpose of distribut-
ing eéverything and settling nothing; this
is ‘a bil which can satisfy nobody; this

I . final ‘or complete.
] hest word ‘they can say for it is
[ that it is an instalment; the best word
they can say for it is that it -the en-
tering of the wedge; the best thing they
cap offer to us is that if we pass the bill
- and - establish the principle, ¥ verily be-
live we will be jopening an era of:fight-
"ing and wrangling and arguing, not only
de die in‘diem, but in saecula saeculor-
um. = (Langhter.)

In my opinion there is but one .argu-
ment  which could, pnder any conceiv-
able condition, justify us-in preeeeding
at this‘mnement, and that. would be; if it
were possible by this measure to get
rid of this question once and for all
But” this bill" itself, in'express terms,
absolutely mnegatives the.idea "that by
passing it you-get: rid of the question.

: spec a bill which those very persons at
4nvolved in this measure. | Wh : }

. The very:iast clause in :so many words |
; declares “that  this question is:to be )

L I'o i
done- for the Catholic minonty.
f these is the remedy afforded by
yustitution, by the ordinary courts

wherever - the. province has - ex-
erci legitimate authority in pass-
ing an act of this kind. 'The other is
the *yeto: power which is vested in the
governiient of Canada with respect to
all aectes of provincial legislatures. Now,
1 want to call the attention of the house
to the faet that in the ease of the appeal
to- -the eourts of law, so far as it has

‘favor.of Manitoba, which has been- de-
clared by the supreme tribunal of the
empire, to have acted intra vires in pass-
ing this measure. = The other power—
as. to’ which I shall have something 10
say  presently—is -a power  ‘which the
government dared not use. They may
or thev. ‘may not be blameworthy—that
is an open question-—for having declined
to_use-the veto power. At any rate,
and it is well that their supporters
should . understand in this house, an&
the: ' ecountry -should , understand this,
they had the opportunity, and for rea-
sons best known to themselves, they
chose to let that opportunity pass away
forever.

’
Now, I desire to review the circum-
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pied even a longer time in assuring. us
that we had the power to legislate upon
Well, sir, I never heard
that anybody disputed that, certainly
not any of the gentlemen who have spo-
ken on this side disputed our right to
legislate upon this subject under cer-
tain conditions. The minister of the in-

ba, would be elicited by a proposal to
pass a school act regulating the méae in
which education should be administered
in anv province of this Dominion. If
that be the case where the parties are
parties -are agreed, what is it likely to
be when we know from the very out-

‘after the second reading it may per-

terior, whom I do not see in his place
at present, spent twice as long as both
of the other gentlemen put together,
but, as his subject was the hon. member
for Winnipeg (Mr. Martin) I do not feel
disposed at the present moment to no-
tice his remarks more fully. (Laugh-
ter.) But these hon. gentlemen have
left the real points of the question un-
touched. What are we asked to ‘de-
cide? What is the object of ithis bill?
The questions which are proposed for
the consideration of this house and of
Canada, as I - understand them. are
these two: First, shall we aect in this
matter without hearing the people and
the parliament of Manitoba; and- next,
has this house, under the existing cir-
cumstances at this stage of its own ex-
istence, a right to act in this grave man-
ter at all without an appeal to the peo-
ple from whom alone they can derive
the right to act. Perhaps I might add
a third, but in view of the statement of
a susnension of the bill will take.place

set that the rival authorities are utter-
ly and bitterly opposed ? Why, I know
—and I have paid for my knowledge
somewhat dearly, becanse; although
I bave not the honoriof being a law-
yer, I have had the honor of paymg
very heavy law fees in my time—I know
this is a case in. whichl a single careless
phrase, a single little turn of a sentence
in this aet, may well produce a dozen
years of costly litigation. If ever there
was a bill submitted to parliament
which needed the most careful drafting,
which required the most careful consid-

cration; if ever there was a bill in which |

it was necessary that every word should
be weighed before it is put on the stat
ate book. it is the bill which is submit-
ted for our consideration to-day. Now

chance this bill has of -eceiving that

mature consideration, what chance this

bill has of being weighed, of being con*
sidered as such 3 measure should be con-
sidered? Take the bill itself., as it
stands, and I can define it as nothing

not against the government of Manito- [ kept open, and that the

arrogates to itself—whether legally or
not, I am not prepared to say—the
right to tinker and meddle with this
legislation again and again if they are
called upon to do so. Now, we know
positively that the ' government and
parliament of Manitoba refuse to ac-
cept tkis bill. They have already inform-
ed us that this measure as it stands is
one to which they refuse concurrence.
It does appear to me under these eir-
cumstances that both the difficulty and
the inexpediency. of meddling with this
guestion grow more and more manifest
with every step; and I may add also
the comviction that the government nev-
er took the trouble to think this meas-
ure out before they laid it on the table.
1f the government have been utterly un-
successful in making any -other point
plain, I think they have made this plain,
the almost insuperable diffieulty of in-
terfering avith -any effect. I ayill -ven-
ture to. say that every man in this
house who sits down ecalmly and delib-

Wt us sk curselves what_possible | erately to study this problem will come

. to “he conclusicn that the mere he stud-

' ROYAL Baking Powder.

Highest of all in leavening
strength.—Uu. s. Government Report.

government |

to-day. I prcpose, in the first place,
to review the conduet of the govern-
ment. I propose, in the second place,
to review the acts of this house; and 1
want to call the attention of every man
in this country who desires to see this
guestion settled equitably and fairly to
the effect that certain proceedings of
the government are likely to have on
the province of Manitoba. Now, with
respect to the conduet of the govern-
ment, it appears-to me that. their best
friends must admit that it has been
hopelessly contradictory. Under what
conditions, and what conditions alone,
could their action in passing the reme-
dial order have been justified? . Recol-
lect; a remedial order, or an act passed
upon a remedial order, is an extreme
measure., It is a thing of last resort—
a thing which every eonstitutional law-
ver and every statesman = will  admit
should under no eircumstances be done
if there was :any possible way of avoid-
ing collision between provineial and fed-
eral authorities. 'That, I believe, every
man in this house on either side will ad-
mit to be the truth. Now, if T am cor-
rect in my definition of a rémedial or-
der, it ‘follows that such a measure
should never be passed execept after the

ere were but, two
case .of :anyt'hiug‘ ;

gone chiefly, I do not say -altogether, in |

JStances which have led up to the situa- |

i and excesses of youth.
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| &rievous wrong.

fullest possible investigation in the first

fion

| part of

% y y _ | desperate and indecent haste, and tl«
tion in which we find ourselves placed !

place—chould never be passed unt!
every effort at coneciliation and negotia-
had been exhausted—and, in tix
last place, only after proof adduced o
What were the condli-
tions under which the remedial
was passed by the present government?
In the first place, they would have ab
solutely no investigation. They re-
fused to proceed with any investigation
when.asked by the government of Mani-
toba te.do so. The Manitoba gover:
ment were hauled like a culprit befor
the bar. The commonest courtes:
which might have been expected to ex
ist as between a provincial and a federu!
government was refused to that govern-
ment. I can only say, with respect v
the mode in which the remedial or
was passed, that it displayed eon th
the government of Canada ?

rder
ordt

terms of peremptory command I
which it was conceived were of the mox!
unfortunate possible character. Thet
what followed? Why, what followes
might Lave been expected. What did
this government do? Mind, when
Manitoba appealed for delay, when its
comnsel pleaded that they should wait at
any rate unti! the provincial legisl: {
had closed its session and the go

ment ot Manitoba could appear before
them, the government of Canada refus-
ed to grant them the common courtesy
of three weeks’ delay and issued therr
remedial order. But the government ol
Canada, which eould not grant thre¢
weecks’ delay to investigate the cas®
found it convenient to wait a whol®
vear before introducing an act in pur-
snancée ' of thc remedial order. (Henr.
hear) -~ We have been told—I do not
know whether by the secretary of stalf
(Sir Charles Tupner) or by some of his
coleagnes—that the government of Can-
ada issuned the remedial order under he
sternest sense of dnty to their cnuntx’:";
(Tronieal hear. bear) But under a still
storner sense of duty to themselves.
three honth& atterwards thev fonnd 1f
necessary nractically to abandon it and
to beg for any econcessions which the
sovernment of Manitoba would make if
only tkey would enable them to recede

house, that
i St Fe

v state kno
in the gel
t importi

re is equa
The remedi

en expected th
s imminent, &

to deceive th
It is known
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e S
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and to eall your atte]
vital guestions conne
so far as 1 haye r€
gether, or almost alt
the hon. .ministers
have in a bill of
clauses & complicate
for our adoption. If
6y than another
bill ig to be anything
cribe i, If it is to
dead ‘letter, if .lt is
have described it, 2 4
crow, it is_necessa
a considerable sum,
to work this schem
effect.  Whe is goif
money ? Before wq
ceed with this bill we
e _ answered,
".essence of -
government” of Ca
good Feasons, propose
at.any rate, to appro
the province of Mani
yver will see that if a
io appropriate thes
have intolerable dif
out their intention, a
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dare not ask a gra
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tention into effect.
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what. a vista they
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to ask for federal a
ticular churehito ed
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retary of state is a
that matter, is the
whom I do not seq
But: 1 doubt whet
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parliament and mal
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to earry this ou
speaking under co
thé: peculiar eonstrul
if ihey ean legally
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benefit of their ow
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brovinee of Quebg
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for immediate strif
My hon.  friend,
bointed out to you §
{\‘“jt us look to the
0 great provinces
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