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FORMING TRADES COUNCIL,
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the smployment of mon-union
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Sir. Mariotti, tire sub-contraoctor
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| Works, wrote out understanding
which was iroved by the various
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SAYS ORGANIZER.

Claiming that marrled men
ployed in Ottawa bread

em-

Joseph T. Walsh, international or-
ganizer for bakery and confection-
ery workers, says that conditions in
Otitawa are deplorable. To give an
idea of the wages pald, he said fore
men are glven from $18 to 325 a
week. The workers’' wage varles
from $13 to $15 a week, and the
men work at Jeast ten hours per
day

i Discuseing the situation In Oftta-
wa, Mr. Walsh said there was ab-
solutely no excuge for jt. He spoke
of conditions in Pnited States borx-

as high as $25\per week, n.nd bread
1¢ no higher In price.

Toronto and an(furd he
the scale was almos: double
| thé\one in exlstence. in Ottawa, and
| in these plaves bread has heen sold
| at the same rate as in Ottawa.

, “It is ,not to be wondered why
housing cahgitions are bad in Ot~
tawa as revealed,” he gald. “What
rent can be paid on 3 weekly wngo
of 413 of $15 by a man who has t
support a family?"”

Mr. Walsh's mission to Ottawa IC
to organize the . Ottawa and Hull
bakers. In both cities there are
about 150 engaged In the trade and
it is expected that a strong local
will be launched.

MORE BOAT-ROCKING.

The Grain (,ruwer- out, West had
A big pow-wow @& short time ago
{at Brandon.  JUdgifig by press re-
| ports they are fighting mad about
& number of things, but their chief
concern for the moment is to get
the scalp of the manufacturers.

To their way of thinking, the
manufacturer = has « altogether too
much of a cinch; he takes advan-
tage of the tariff to sgueeze the
or an extra profit on every-
thing he makeS. The western farm-

I:n»m!--r. They have made yp their
mind to wipe the tariff out of exis-
tence. They are prepared to form
a third political party if necessary
to attain their end, and Jthey feel
that they only Haveé to secure the
co-operation of organized labor to
make their party a winner, so they
passed a resolution at Brandon, n-
viting labor to afMliate with them.
There are lots of things upon
which the werkingman and the
farmer might get close tdgether to
their mutual advantage, but under
present conditions the tariff isn't one
of them. Not s0 long, at least, as
tHe farmer wants to make a clean
| sweep of the tariff. As consumers,
none of us like payihg high prices
We don’t blame the farmer for want-
ing to buy his impléments cheaper,
and if the farmer is reasonable ho
won't blame the factory worker for
wasting to buy his flour, his pota-
4 his butter cheaper. But

work peopls In the towns and
citles are going to live cheaper, &t
means that the farmers will have to
takd less for thelr produce. On the
other hand, if the farmers dre to get
their implements, their lumber, and
their oll cheaper, it means, af the
viry least, that the workers in Cana-
{ da who help to produee thess articles
will have to aceept a cut in wages.
It more likely means that they- will
lose thelr jobs altogether, for juat
as the farmer, under free trade. he-
ging to buy hi¢ implements in Chica-
go the production of implement fac-
tories in Toronto, Hamliton, Bran’-
ford and other places will fall off.
That, In turn, means that men will
be thrown out of work: the more

workmen who will be 1aid o™

No, Mr. Farmer, we can't Jquite
follow you in that. ‘We don’t iove
the manufacturers any more than
you do, but just now, with so much
unemploymaent as the result of the
stoppage of munition making, and
with 30,000 soldiers a month com-
Ing back to Canada, our interest
les. in supperting a pelicy that will
ensure the manufacturer a steady
home markét, and encourage him
to take a chance on export trade.
The more goods Canada exports, |
the more work there will be to go
round, and with plenty of work
in sight, wages can be held at their
prosent level But | we get
scrapping about the. tarify, d keep |
it up pntil we force an electign with
the tariff as the main lssuel busi-
ness men will at once begin to play
safe till they see wha' the outcome
is going to be. They won't lay in |
| material, they won't make goods
to put in stock, they won't take any
thances they don't make to take.
And how is that going to help solve
;lhs unemployment probiem?

Gueéss agaln, Mr. Farmer, and’
nedt guess you make ’bo careful not
o rock the boas
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HUGE SHIP PROFITS

SEATTLE.—The
bullders against the Macy
which’ includes several localities,
not a rejection of arbitration or con-
cillation methods, according
James A. Taylor, president of the
metal ‘~ades council. He says the
shipbuilding unions were given
autherity by Mr. * Piez (shipping
board) last month to negotiate sep-
arate agreements with-shipyards if
they desired to do so.

Secretary Swajn._of the metal
lrunlen council h'uﬁq'(’ic- publie these'
gurn on the pum‘g a( shlp\build-

“1 the )znwrm}e\n’. pld
the Sénttle yards $145 per™on f
ships. At this figure the bullders
were able to pay an incréase ‘of
$1.95 per man per day. This
amounted to $7.50 a ton, or $66,-
000 per ship of 8,800 tons,

“In July, 1918, the builders were
pald $167.50 per ton, and admitted
tha't the cost of construction, ecov-
ering everything, was $1,000,000
per ship. »

“An 8,800-ton ship at $167.50 per
ton brought the builder a price
amounting to $1,474000. Taking
the admitted cost of construction
from this amount there was left a
net profit of $474,000. If the rates
asked by the’ metal ,trades council,
amounting to an increase of §$66,-
900 per ship, had been paid, :{\e
builders would have had a et

baking |
shops are recelving only $13 a week, |

of ahlp-
award,

:«r‘kp

1917

| igures.

“It is admitted that the huilders
at the present time are getting $18
per ton; which for an 8,3500-ton
ship means a price of $1,€36,800, It
is further admitted by the builders
that the present cost of construction
lo{ these ships Is $1.350,000. This
allowed a profit of $286,000.
full demands of the men were not
| the builder would still have a net
| profit of $200.80 per ship at the
present time

ation sold two ships to Japanese in-
terefts for the sum of $5,000,000.

$1,000,000,
net profit
000,000."

R. R. INVITES SUGGESTIONS

WASHINGTON — In a
to Acting President Jewell, of the
A. F. of L. ralilway employes' de-
partment, Director-General of Raili-
roads Hines -says he will welcome
any suggestion from the shop em-
ployes that will tend to the success-
ful and economical management of
the railroads under Gu\'ernmem
control,

The Jetter was in lhe ‘nature of a
record of understanding
at a conference
road executive and President Jew-
ell and the executive of the rail-
road shop men’'s unions.

“It was manifest to you s&nd your
assoclates and to me,” writes Mr.
Hines, “that there is a dispeosition
in some quarters to claim that the

which gave the firm a
on that one deal ‘'of §3,-

letter

erated on the basis of present wages,
and It is équally to the interest of
yourlmembers and of the rallroad
administration to demonstrate that
this is not the case, and that rail-
road operation on the basis of pres-
ent wages can and will be efficient
And successful.

“I take this opportunity of con-

firming my statements to you and
your eo-operative attitude, I de-
siré also to confirm My statement
again expressing my appreciation of
the objects I have méntioned.
i "I wish to do all that Is in my
power to bring about the closest
understanding of the mufual neces-
sities’' of the railroad employes and
the suggestions of yourself and as-
sociates as to ways for promoting
that we will weicome at all times
of the Government while it operates
the railroads.”

MORE WIRE MEN PROTEST

SAN FRANCI - Bitter pro-
tests against the anti-union policy
jof Postmastep-General Burleson
{marked a recent meeting of organ-
{ized commercial telegraphers in
{this city, The poatal chiet was
{called upon to respect the consti-
tutional rights of these citizens and
| Teinstate several hundred employes
lwno havs been victimised because
.or their trade wynion membership.
| Py
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COMPULSORY TRAINING BAKERS’ UNION ACTIVE. HREMAN'S NOTES.
\

WASHINGTON A bill proviaing | DULTUTH, MInn, Feb
compulsory military training of | jafgest baking c
the youth of the country has been have.RIgned the new wage

roduced by United States Ben- | :he Bakers’ Union wt
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Hoind D@ eRtorcad in-athes i
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CLOTH SPONG]NG HAZARDS
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special bulletin on

kY THe W
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The Bric Wnd Masons'
Union of Ontario,
A wages 5 cents an hour,

e minlmum 72 cents.

R. R. OFFICIALS SHIRK

WASHINGTON.—A. F of L. rail-
ay employes’ department officlals
| upon members to"give their {ul
upport and co-operation to the rai.-
ad ddministration in making gov-
megt control a success. Railroad |
p employes are warned not to be|
misled by the temptation being| conditions surrounding
offered to evade -thelr obhgnu'm\ of| gaged in the process
d.v-,zr;g an hom.»s'. day's work." | and steaming of rloth
Many reports are reaching RE v
office.” it is stated, “which hazards is th'e high tem
conclusive evidence of designs on th hu'nld iy
part of the railroad officials to dis
cre Severnment control by every
means within their power, even to}
the extent of encouragi nx idleness
in the shops.
‘In many instances it is reported
re is a total indifference 2n the
't of the subordinate officials as
the .output of work, although for|
reason the force of supervis-|
increased
of which will
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humid rnr causes an increase of th
body temperature, an Increased
puisé rate and a loss of moisture of
the body  which is entirely out of
proportion to the work which Is be
ing performed.
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Lee says that when provis
working in hot, humid atmosphere
the blood- sels of the skin are
dilated and onr harged w blood, | Finishers
and - the brain and epinal cord. | $33.60;
among other organs. are rendered|an
correspondingly anoemic. T‘l\ is{ nua
sufficient of itself to account largely

for the feeling of weariness, indi ‘w 1
fertnce and apathy when .\nrkm.. ! z me

In an atmosphere of this kind.”

wage
'(‘ first of
with fat salaries, all vanced

against the Government operaiion of
the roads and so much prated about
by those who formerly managed
them so successfully in the interasts
of a few and succeeded so well in
getting out of them ‘all the traffic
would bear.”
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Workers" Union.

A minority reporg
by the two representatives
employing interests

The majority repor: -declares
tendency toward shoriter hours
upheld and jJustified by the
opimjon and exverience of indusiria
chysiclans in fleld.

Seasonable industries work
long hours, s stated. show -
marked drop in production warly
the busy season. while short, hou
firmsa in the same fleld show tha
on gccurred into a miore fproduction 8 maintsined . or  in-
al wing, and la the | erensed throughout the busy seas

'l'll. the more radical | A group of 41 phy fane of w
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ent-with Letiine on all paints-| ported on working houre and their
ag.arian policy. adopted the ! aWect on health of the worker. ©OF

Boishevik! n began - to] 35 physician. repiving to the ques-
! r the most part in alllance | tion. “What in your opinion is ths

ir radical brethren of the.| best length for the working day fo
1 .n mecratic l‘.‘r y against the | women in industry?” 28 stated ein}

M of both | hours and three said fewer th
theee.

Other opinlons of
JwWere:
| “There is a definite bad effect
long hours on heaith and a ben
cial  effect 'observed where long
hours have been shortened

“The long day has a harmfy!
effect on maternal! functions, par
ticularly in gertain types of oo
pation

“Long hours tend
number of Industrial
though a distribution of these
through the day shows no elear
connection with increased fatigue™
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‘are the aims of the

Canadian Reconstruction

Start Public.,

3

EFORE the end of the year half a million war yétgrans and
war workers must be absorbed into civil pursuits.

Works at ' Once

rosperity

Association

Between

1,200,000 and 1,500,000 persons will be affected vitally by

readjustment to peace conditions.
struction in the same spirit that’ it met th
national depression and individual distress.

Unless Canada faces recon-

e war, there will be
These can be largely

avoided if Governments and municipalities will determine what

public works are necessary and proceed with

of labor requires. Already there is unemployment.
Other trades are affected.

machinists are idle.

them as the supply
Hundreds of

The Federal Government proposes an expcndlturc of millions

on shipbuilding and railway equipment and
start on its programme now. Unemploym
ployment. Unless corrective measures are

supplies. It should
ent promstes unem-
taken at once con-

ditions may become aggravated. For months cheap money has

been available for municipal housing. The

Minister of Finance

has removed restrictions upon municipal borrowings, and steps
may now be taken freely for financing local public works. Itis an

open winter. Much public work could be ca

rried on. There is a

direct responsibility upon each municipality to proceed at once

with necessary construction programmes,

The Canadian Reconstruction Association appeals to the Federal

and Provincial Governments to determine w
necessary and to proceed with them as the

hat public works are
supply of labor re-

quires. It urges municipalities which require public -improve-

ments, to provide
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