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before, had left the little town in Scotland, an
unknown boy, and in a little ship had sailed away
over the ocean to try his fortune in that new
land across the sea. No contirast could be greater
than that of the raw and diffident lad and the
honored statesman who had just been laid to
rest. And the result is all the greater when it

is remembered that the youthful adventurer who
waa thus launched upon that life of uncertainty
had no advantages apart from himself. He had
no fortune, no social position, no knowledge of
public life, no education as we understand that
term. Moreover, the land to which he was going
at that time gave no promise of its marvellous
subsequent development. The political leaders
of Great Britain had little conception of its value.
It is a question if, sometiibes, they d|d not under,
rate it and deem it more of a liability than an
asset. Information about it wa« meagre and to
the general mind it was the wildest and bleakest
part of the American continent, the choicest por-
tion of that continent being under the govern-
ment of the Stars and iStripes. Pop many years
the emigration from the old country turned its

main stream to the United States. Canada then
caused no thrill of pride or hope in British
breasts. It was a great wild country and offered
but few opportunities to tempt any but those
possessed of the roving and adventurous spirit.
Nothing could possibly seem more improbable
and even fantactio than that such a youth going
to such a place should in the course of time find
himaelf the recipient of the highest Imperial
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