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fo deeply rooted in the difpofitlons of the inhabi-

tants, that numbers or them were daily offering

their property to Tale on the beft terms they could

find, in order to quit that Province. But as many
of thcfe were largely indebted to Britilli fubjcCts,

a proclamation was iffued by Lord Cornwallis, pro-

hibiting the difpofal of property, and the removal
of individuals, without a fpecial permiffion firll ob-

tained.

The loyal party in North Carolina, encouraged
by the fucccHes of the Britifh arms, began now to me-
ditate an infurredlion in their favour ; but they were
fo narrowly watched, that they found it impoflibl^

to carry fuch a delign into any cffedtual execution.

Hurried by their impatience, and prompted by the

fevere treatment they experienced, a confiderable

numbei of them role tumultuoully, and without

the previous formation of any plan of acting ; the

confcqucnce of which was, that they were quickly

fuppreircd, and compelled to confult their fafety

by making the bell of their way to the Britifli quar-

ters.

The attention of Congrefs was now ferioufly turn-

ed to the recovery of South Carolina ; the impor-
tance of which was now the more felt from its un-

t'xpcd:ed lofs. Large detachments of regulars were
collected from every quarter whence they could be

fpared, and difpatchcd with all fpeed to reinforce

the troops remaining in the vicinity of that Pro-

vince : Virginia and North Carolina, which were
moil: intereiled, as being ncareft the fccnc of danger,

exerted themfelves with great vigour. Virginia in

particular, in order to d&. with the greater celerity

and cffed-, invefted the Governor appointed by
rhcir new conlVitution, with abfolute power during

the recefs of their Provincial Aflembly. This was
the firft adl of the kind that had taken place in any

* of the United States ; it was probably fuggeftcd by
the


