
KIHUINO AND HUOOTINO

Th<' iiiiswt'r is ciisily found. In tlic first placi', tliosc rcill-

iii^, grassy seas of ricli praiiii- ian<l. iiitcrsfctiMl witliaii end-

less Mucci'ssioii of ialvt's and loii^^hs and swales, arc now, as

tliry htivc lic^n for a^es in tin- past, th(> spring and aiituinii

liaunts of the nii^^ratory water-fowl lliat «'very spijiiK jcavr

the drownod lands, la^yoons, and rict -llelds of the south, and
winjj thcii- lonj^ way over states and provinces, lea^^iie aft<'r

h'a;i;ue, until tliey have ^^ained the lonely haunts in the north,

whei'e they breed. These lakes, sticams, and marshes are

favorite feeding places of wild fowl, and they lireak the vast

expanses of grass everywhere. There is a piactically inex-

haustihh' supply of food, and eonseciueiitly the liii'ds return

year after year to the same points.

The prairies of the Western States, l)einK very similar in

many features, once swarmed with game, and portions of

them are yet good ; but the ravages of the horth' of market
hunters were so terril)le, that sonu- of the best grounds over

the border have been iiretrievably ruined. This is not the

ease in tlie Canadian territory, nor is it likely ever to be. It

is yet a new coimtry ; and, though settlers are rapidly taking

up the famous fat land, portions of it will always harbor wild

fowl. Keen sportsmen were among the Hrst to seek the new
land when it was opt-ned for settlement, well knowing what
Helds were there for the gun. They also kn«'W of the fatal

attacks \ipon the game in the States. Their turn came after;

and, j)r<tliting by the result of the deadly work on the sister

prairies, they determiiu'd to s-ive their game from a like fate

by properly protecting it. The value of their efforts is proved

by the swarms of fowl now in the ancient haunts.

And there is big game also in plenty. The bulfalo is prac-

tically extinct, 'tis true : but tlu' giant tnoose, king of the deer

tribe, yet haimts many ))arts of the couutry where a pr(»per

amount of browse can be found. The elk, caribou, jumping or

nude deer, common deer, pionghorn antelope, black and
brown l»ear, gray wolf, lynx, coyote, fox, wolverine, beaver,

and several other animals valued for their fiu's, are yet found

in great munbers. But the great variety is among the feath-

ered game. Several species of giouse may be killed, including

the prairie chicken. ])innated grou.se, ruffed grou.se, sjnuce

grou.se, ptarmigan, and willow ptarmigan, in the northern

part of Western Canada, and the bhxe grouse (cock of the

mountains) in British Columbia.

Among the water fowl are the trumpeter and whistling

swans, the Canada goose, Ross's goose, lesser snow goose, and
Hutchins" goos(? ; the Canada goose and the snow goose being

the most numerous. The mallard, black duck, canvas-back,

redhead, ])intail, gadwall, wood-duck, wigeon, green-winged,

blue-winged, and cimiamon teal, spoon-bill, shoveller, golden

eye. bufHe-head, blue-bill, snipe, golden ])lover, and fifteen

varieties of the same family, great flocks of curlew, and many
waders of les.ser importance are found. About eveiy marshy
bit tlu' bittern and heron will be seen, and in addition to

these, hundi-eds of cormorants, pelican, sand-hill cranes, coot,

rail, etc.

And now to point out a few of the many places where the
game can be easily got at. In the western portion of North-
western Ontarif), from Ignace to the Manitoba boundary, there

are numerous hikes in which excellent trout and maskinonge
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