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XXV. 0/a Christian Man's Oath,

150. As we confess that vain and rash swearing is

Wdden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ and James

his apostle ; so we juf'ge that the Christian religion doth

not prohibit, but that a man may swear when the magis-

trate requireth, in a c?» use of faith and charity, so it be done

according to the prophet's teaching, in justice, jiulgment

and truth.

Section III.

The Originy Design, and General Rules of our United

Societies.

37. In the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten per-

sons came to Mr. Wesley in London, who appeared to be

deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for redemp-

tion. They desired, as did two or three more the next day,

that he would spond some time with them in prayer, and

advise them how to flee from the wrath to come, which

they saw continually hanging over their heads. That he

might have more time for this great work, he appointed a

day when they might all come together ; which from thence-

forward they did every week, nomely, on Thursday, in the

evening. To these, and as many more as desired to join

with them (for their numbers increased daily), he gave

those advices from time to time which he judged most need-

ful for them ; and they always concluded their meetings

with prayer suited to their several necessities.


