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or in any way bringing up the " headlaïul (iikk-

tion.' This was vory unsatisfactory, bccaust',

as it was said by tho fishormin, "if \vo Lave
thcse rights we sliould bc piotettcd in the cx-

ercise ot them." And it was, Ihcnfoie well

thatthat question should bc settlod at once and
for cver. In addition, howevc r, to the question

of lieadlands, a new one had ariscn, of au ex-

ceedingly unplcasant rature. By the wording
of the Convt ntion of 1818. forcign fishermen

were only allowcd to cn«;r our waters for the

purpose of procuring wood, waier, and shelter
;

but thcy claimcd tliat they had a right, al-

thoiigh flsliiug vesscls, to enter our ports for

trading purposes ; and it was allrgcd by our

owu ti.shcrm( n tlmt under pntcnse of trading,

American fishermen were in the habit of invad-

ing our fishiug grounds, and fishing in our
waters. Tlie Canad;an Government thought
it thenfore well, to press, not only by corres-

poadcnce, but by a deh gâte, who was a mem-
ber of the Gove.nment, upon Her Majesty's

Government the propriety ofhavingthat ques-

tion 6i ttk'd with the United States, and conse-

qucntly my friend and colleague, the Postmas-
ter Général, went to England to deal withthat
Kubjoct. The results of his mission are be-

fore Parliamcnt. At tho same time that

lie dcalt with the question I hâve just men-
tiontd, he pressed upon the considération

of Her Majesty's Government the propriety

of England mailing, on our behalf, a de-

mand on the United States Government
for réparation for the wrongs known as " the

Fenian Raids." England agreed to press

upon the United States both thèse mattcrs, and
to ask that ail the disputcd questions relating

to the inshore fisheries, under the Convention
of 1818, should be settled in some mode, to be

agreed upon between the two nations ; and
also to press upon the United States the wrong
suetaintd by Canada at the hands of citizens of

the United Statcf*, who had invaded our coun-

try. Keforo Her Majesty's Government had
actually, in compliance with their promise,

raade any représentation on thèse two subjects

to the United States Government, England had
been engaged, on her own behalf, in a contrc-

versy of a very grave character. It was known
that what was commonly known as the
« Alabama Claims," was a subject of dispute

between the two countries, involvint; the

gravest conscquencea, and that hithcrto the

results had betni most unsatisfactory An at-

tempt had been made to settle the qui',stion by
what was known as the Johnson-Clureiidon

Treaty, but that Treaty had been r» jected ly
the United States authoritie». So long as this

question remained unsettled between tiie two
nations there wasnopossibility of thoold friend

ly relations that had so long cxisted between
them bcing restored, and England felt that it

was of the first importance to her that those

amicable relations should be restored It was
not only her désire to be in the most friendly

position towards a country wliich was so

closely associated with her by every tie—by
common origm, by common interest, by com-

mon languagc—but it was also lier interest to

bave cvtiy eloud removed between the two
nations, becau.se she had rca-son to fecl thut

her position with respect to tho other Great
Powers of the world wns greatly affected by
the kiiowk'dge whic h those other niitions had
of tiie position of ntrairs between the United
States and heiself. The prestige of Great
Britain as a gnat Power was alïetted most
seriously by the absence of an entente corJiala

betwei n the two nations. Two years ago
England was, as a matter of course, greatly

interested in tlie grcit and serions questions

whieh were then convulsing Europe, a d wa»
in danger of be'ing drawn by gome complica-
tion iuto hostile relations with some of tho
conflicting Powers, and she felt,—and i speak
merely what must bo obvious te every
hon member in tho Houge_ that sho c^''^
not press or assert her opinion, with the same
freedom of action, so long as she was Hware,
and so long as other nations were aware, that
in case sho should be unfortunately placed
in a State oi hostility with any nation what-
ever, the United States Government would
be forced by tho United States peoplo to press

at that very time, when sho might be engaged
in mortai conflict with anothtr nation,—for

a settlement of those Alabama claims. Hence,
Mr. Speaker, the great dtsire of England in
my opinion, that that great question should
be settled, and hence also, the intermingling
of the particular questions relating to Canada
with the larg>.r Impérial questions And, sir,

in my opinion, it Avas ofgrcatcr consequenco
to Canada than to England, at least of as great
conséquence, that the Alabama question
should be settled (cheers) Sir, England has
promised to us, and we hâve ail faith in that
promise, that in case of war, the whole force

of tho Empire should be exerted in our defcnce
(cheersV What would hâve been the position
of England. and what would havo been thu
position of Canada, if she had been called vpon
to use her whole force to défend us, when
engaged in conflict elsewhere. Canada would,
as a matter of course in case of war between.
England and the United States, be the battît»

ground. We should be the sufferers, oue
.ountry would bo devastated, our pcopla
slaughtered, and our property destroyed ; and
while England wculd, I beliLve, under ail cfr—
cumstanees, faithfuily porform her promise to
the utmost -cheirs,) she would be greatly
inipcded in carryln^î ont her désire, if en-
gaged cLsevvhere. ]t was th'-refore, as much
the interest of thi.s Dominion as of Eng-
land, that the Alabama and ail other
questions that in anv way threatened the
disturbance of the peaceful relations be-
tween the two countri( s should be settled and
adjusted ; and therefore, although to a con-
sidirable extout I agrée with the remarks that
f 11 from tho Mim'ster of Finance when he
made his Budget speech, that looking at the
subject in a commercial point of view, it

might hâve been better, in the interest of
Canada, that the fishery and Fenian ques


