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we are not informed, we may, perhaps, be permitted to ask another,

which to ua, at least, appears to bo still more perplexing. What

were the circumstrLucca which in the first instance separated Mr.

MoGee from the party of which he is now a conspicuous member ?

Were it not ill-mannered to pry, we might, perchance, amuse

ourselves by indulging in some idle speculations, and supplement

them by making some curious enquiries. If there was one question

more than another with wliich Mr. McGce had identified his name,

that (question was the union of all the Provinces, and as coimoct^J

with, and inseparable from it, the questions of National Defenjc,

of the Inter-Colonial Railway, and of Free Intcr-Oolonial Trade.

Happily these questions are not now the property of a party.

They belong to the whole of British America, for they have been

accepted by the great majority of its inhabitants, as well sis by

the government and the people of England. Still it should not

be forgotten, that these great questions were parts of thtt chorished

policy of the administration which Mr. McGoo opposed. The law

which regulates political relationships is not easily adjusted, for it is

not unfrequently embarrassed with vexatious personal entanglements.

In the instance before us, though we may sec the atFrout wliich

impelled, and suspect the causes whicli attracted him towar'ls his

present alliance, we do not see, nor are we required to sec, why

ho served a seven year's apprenticeship to a a party whoso policy,

in many iu.portant particvUaH, was not only different from, but

opposed to his own.

Passing from Mr. McGee's history as a party-man, to his ojunions

as a publ'c one, we seem to emerge from a bewildering labyrinth

of ill-lighted passages, into a succession of salons radiant with sun-

shine. We rise from what may be compared with tho uriseemly

brawls of a parish vestry to the ennobling deliberations of a National

Parliament. The vision of the " new era," which Mr. M-:;Gee, in

his Montreal paper, loreshadowed in 1857, seems to have growa

h»to shape and consistency. In an address delivered at the Tem-

perance Hall, Halifax, in Toly, 1863, he thus sketches, and witi; a

bold hand, the boundaries of BritiBh America, tiie Notthera Empire

of the future:

"A slnglo glanoe at the phraical googr&pliy of tbe whole cf . .tub Araorica wil

»<how that it fotni-s <iuite as much in structure m in Gi2o,o?io uf tho icir^t vaiua})'


